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Minister’s 
Message
A new day brings 
new hope, for we 
are never the same 
today as we were 
yesterday. It is a simple but profound 
thought when we may feel stuck in 
a rut, or overwhelmed with what life 
throws at us. Today brings new hope 
if we can but seize the opportunity.

Within the Christian Church this is 
exemplified in the season of Lent and 
Easter, a time when we remember 
the last weeks of Jesus’  life. When 
all seemed to be going so well, 
with crowds cheering on, people 
flocking to hear what Jesus had to 
say, suddenly it all goes pear-shaped 
as Jesus and his followers enter 
Jerusalem all those years ago. A few 
days later he is arrested, crucified and 
laid in a tomb.

Yet the story does not end there. A 
new day brought new hope. What 
exactly happened we will never 
know, but what we do know is that a 
community who had lost everything 
found hope springing forth, like 
spring shoots breaking through the 
barren soil, and nothing was the 
same again.  

We will be celebrating that new hope 
at Ferryhill Parish Church over the 
Easter season; you are warmly invited 
to join us. The celebration is not just 
of something that happened years 
ago in the past, it is about each and 
every new day and the difference we 
can make in that day as people who 
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believe that new hope brings new 
life. 

This is the second Parish News in our 
new format and we intend from now 
to produce this quarterly and make it 
available for everyone in the parish. 
Our thanks to everyone who gave us 
feedback on the last issue which was 
very positively received.

It is our hope and intent that Parish 
News can be used as a means by 
which the community in Ferryhill can 
share news and stories about what 
is happening in the area, so do get 
in touch if you have anything to add; 
your feedback is always welcome 
too. Please send an email to editor@
ferryhillparishchurch.org.

In this Easter season, I wish you all 
every blessing.
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Summer Club
Plans are just beginning for our very 
popular, annual Summer Club. This is a 
week of mornings full of fun activities 
for all children who will be attending 
primary school after the Summer 
holidays. 

It will take place from 9:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. every morning, including 
Saturday and Sunday, in the week 
beginning 4 August 2014. 

Look out for more information in 
the next Parish News, on the church 
website and on posters and flyers. 

We have a wonderful team of helpers 
who enjoy the week as much as the 
children but we are always looking for 
more help. If you would be interested 
in helping with the Summer Club, 
please call Fiona on 590806 as soon as 
possible as all helpers need to be child 
protection (PVG) checked prior to the 
event. 

Moderator’s Visit
In February the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland led worship in Ferryhill 
Parish Church where the annual 
Presbytery Service took place. 

Rt Rev Lorna Hood preached at 
the service and also recognised 
the contribution to the church 
of many who gained their long-
service certificates. This included 
fourteen elders from Ferryhill Parish 
Church who, between them, have 
contributed an astonishing 547 
years of service to both the Kirk and 
through the church to the wider 
community. 

So to Cyril Sainsbury, Graeme 
Roberts, Alastair King, Sheila Runcie, 
Pat Brown, Annie McKillop, Jack 
Fraser, Ian Smith, Jessie Brown, James 
Hird, Dorothy Pirie, Robert Nicol, 

Alfred Gray and William Mitchell, we 
are very pleased to recognise your 
past and ongoing commitment to 
the church.

We are, of course, very thankful for all 
who contribute their time and talents 
to the work and witness of the 
Church. Without that commitment 
the work of Ferryhill Kirk would not 
be able to continue.

Church News

Christmas Charity 
Offerings
Thank you to everyone who gave 
generously over the Christmas period 
to support the Therapeutic Roof 
Garden for patients at Aberdeen 
Royal Infirmary and “Out of Africa 
into Malta”, the charity supporting 
refugees from the African continent 
who find themselves in Malta. A 
total of £1,202 was raised for these 
worthwhile projects.

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like 
to enquire about a hall let please 
contact the office or email 

ferryhill-bookings@gmail.com.
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World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer is an 
international, ecumenical, prayer 
movement initiated and carried out 
by Christian women in more than 180 
countries and over 1,000 languages. 
Every year Christians of many 
traditions and all ages, celebrate a 
common day of prayer on the first 
Friday in March.

World Day of Prayer services are held 
all around the world, beginning in 
Tonga and New Zealand in the east 
and continuing throughout the day 
to Samoa and Alaska in the west. We 
bring the needs of the world, and 
of the writing country in particular, 
before Almighty God knowing that 
He will hear and answer us, as we 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour.

This year’s service has been planned 
by women in Egypt and is themed 
“Streams In The Desert”, based 

around the story of the Samaritan 
woman at the well whom Jesus 
meets.

Friday 7 March 
7 p.m. in Ferryhill Parish Church

This service is open to all.
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Maize Appeal
In September 2013, a delegation from 
Aberdeen Presbytery visited Blantyre 
Presbytery in Malawi and handed over 
£8,157, which was the total raised by 
the Maize Appeal earlier that year. 
Each of the fifteen churches was given 
£540 to help alleviate hunger amongst 
the most vulnerable people in their 
congregations. 

At the time, Victor M’manga, Session 
Clerk at Chigodi Church, Ferryhill’s 
partner church in Blantyre, Malawi, 
wrote to express their grateful thanks 
for this gift. He promised to write again 
when the decision had been made as 
to how the money would be spent. 

In a recent email, Victor told us that 
they had purchased twenty 50kg bags 
of maize, thirty blankets, forty-two 
packets of sugar, fifty exercise books, 
100 ball point pens and three cartons 
of laundry soap (see the picture at top 
right of all the goods prior to being 
distributed). Money was also used to 
pay for the maize to be ground.

Victor described an event on Sunday 
5th January in Chigodi church when 
goods were distributed amongst the 
needy. 

He explained that January is a 
particularly harsh month and hunger 
is rife, which is why they decided to do 
the distribution at that time of year. 

Again, he expressed the heartfelt 
thanks of the congregation and of 
those who received the gifts.

March Services
Sunday 2 March
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 “Listening To Him” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Friday 7 March
19:00 World Day of Prayer Service 
 “Streams In The Desert” 
 An ecumenical service   
 hosted in Ferryhill Parish  
 Church

Sunday 9 March
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 Second Sunday in Lent 
 “Did God Say...?” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Sunday 16 March
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 Second Sunday in Lent 
 “Should I Stay  
 Or Should I Go?” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Worship in the  
 Memorial Chapel with 
 Holy Communion
Tuesday 18 March 
12:10 Mid-week service in the 
 Memorial Chapel

Sunday 23 March
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Third Sunday in Lent 
 “What’s In A Name?”  
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Sunday 30 March
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 “Who Provides?”  
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Care Home Services
Wednesday 5 March
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 23 March
18:00 Maryfield East

Malawi News Diary
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Cleaning With Meaning
Are you ready for cleaning with 
meaning? Traidcraft is launching 
the world’s first Fairtrade marked 
household cleaning range: a 
handwash, washing up liquid, laundry 
liquid and multi-surface cleaner made 
using fair trade palm oil and coconut 
oil. Palm oil is one of the world’s most 
traded commodities and is found in 
more than half the packaged products 
we find in the shops. But it is not fair 
trade. Much of it isn’t even sustainable. 
It’s often grown on huge plantations 
with whole ecosystems being 
destroyed to produce it.

In the early 1900s, palm oil was one of 
West Africa’s biggest exports, a major 
source of income for farmers. Demand 
far outstripped supply, so huge 
plantations were developed across 
the Far East to produce cheaper palm 
oil. The environment suffers because 
of these large plantations—whole 
areas of rainforest, and the habitats 
of endangered species, are still being 
destroyed.

Traidcraft is supporting farmers in 
Ghana to produce fair trade palm oil, 
and they are doing it in a way that 
supports smallholder farmers, and 

protects the environment. The charity 
is really excited to be pioneering yet 
again with such a key commodity 
as fair trade palm oil. Because it’s so 
widely used, there’s bags of potential 
to help poor communities.

Where Can I Buy  
Clean & Fair?
The Fairtrade Stall at Ferryhill Parish 
Church will be selling Clean & Fair 
products from the beginning of March 
and there will be an introductory 
special offer price with 20% off.

When you choose Clean & Fair, you’re 
investing in the future of fair trade 
palm and coconut oil: a future that will 
transform communities in Ghana and 
rural India.

Is It Any Good?
What can you expect from the UK’s 
first ever fair trade household cleaning 
range?

Great performance – Traidcraft 
has worked with experts to develop 
cleaning products that work brilliantly.

Great for people - the farmers and 
processors live and work in some of 
the world’s poorest regions. A fair price 
will really make a difference to their 
families, and the Fairtrade premium 
will transform communities.

Great for the planet - with natural 
plant-based ingredients and essential 
oils, these products are eco-friendly. 
The palm and coconut oils are grown 
and processed locally, organically, 
by smallholder farmers working with 
nature, rather than destroying it.

Clean and Fair: 
An Ethical Cleanup
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Home Library Service
The Home Service Library is a 
free home delivery service for 
Aberdeen residents of all ages whose 
circumstances prevent them using 
their local library. Anyone who finds it 
difficult to get out of their own home 
without assistance, for example due 
to illness or disability, can apply to 
receive the service.  

A monthly supply of books is delivered 
to the reader’s home by dedicated 
library staff.  Books are carefully 
selected according to reader’s needs 
and tastes, and specific titles can also 
be reserved.  As well as ordinary print 
books, we can supply large print books 
and talking books on cassette, CD 
and MP3.  DVDs and CDs can also be 
borrowed at a small charge.

If you, or someone you know, could 
benefit from the Home Service or 
would like further information, call 
498930 or contact your local library.

Library contact details can be found 
at www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/libraries 
or on Facebook www.facebook.com/
Aberdeen.City.Libraries

School Holidays
Note that Ferryhill Primary School 
will be closed for the Easter Holidays 
between Monday 7 to Monday 21 
April, with pupils returning on Tuesday 
22 April.

Additionally, pupils will be off on 
Friday 2 May (in-service day) and 
Monday 5 May (May Day). 

Ferryhill Health Walk
Have you ever been around the 
Ferryhill area on a Friday morning and 
noticed a group of walkers with, at the 
head of the walk, a woman in a grey 
jacket with a “Walk Aberdeen” logo on 
the front? Well that’s me, Fiona Rennie. 
I am the walk leader for the Ferryhill 
Health Walk, which happens at 10:30 
a.m. at Albury Sports Centre every 
Friday.

It is a very gentle walk and it lasts no 
longer than an hour.  With the group 
chatting away you don’t know where 
the time goes.  It is amazing what I 
have learned from the group during 
the walks.  On one walk, I heard about 
the Devanha brewery and on another 
someone from the RSPB came and told 
us about local wildlife.  

We have a cuppa after the walk back 
at the Sports Centre for a small 50p 
donation.  Even if it is raining, we 
still meet and if it is too wet to walk, 
we do something related.  If you are 
looking to meet people and stay fit 
and healthy, why not come along? The 
walks are there for those who can’t 
manage to walk fast or to go far, so 
even if you have a medical condition 
or are worried about keeping up, don’t 
let that put you off as we never leave 
anyone behind.  

For more information about this or 
other information about activities 
for Older Adults across Aberdeen, 
contact Stephen Gammack: Active 
Ageing Development Officer, Sport 
Aberdeen. 01224 577738. sgammack@
sportaberdeen.co.uk   

COMMUNITY NEWS
April Services
Friday 4 April
10:30  Easter Service with  
 Ferryhill Primary School

Sunday 6 April
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 “How Shall We Live?”

Monday 13 April
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 Palm Sunday 
 “Who Is This?”

Tuesday 15 April
12:10 Mid-Week Service in the  
 Memorial Chapel

Thursday 17 April
19:30 Maundy Thursday Service 
 with Holy Communion

Friday 18 April
18:00– Good Friday Labyrinth 
21:00 (come at any time during  
 this period)

Sunday 20 April Easter Day 
07:30 Easter Dawn Service in  
 Duthie Park followed by  
 breakfast in the Church Hall
09:30  Holy Communion in the 
 Memorial Chapel
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Christ Is Risen”

Sunday 27 April 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Behind Closed Doors” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche

Care Home Services
Wednesday 2 April
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 27 April
18:00 Maryfield East

Diary
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War tears lives apart 
Love can help piece them back 
together.

For a growing number of people 
across the world, the horror of war is a 
part of daily life. Right now, fuelled by 
the devastating violence in both Syria 
and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the numbers of people driven 
from their homes by war is on the rise. 
It stands at 42 million people—an 
appalling statistic and a stain on the 
conscience of humanity. We can not 
turn our backs. We must act now.

The good news is that we at Ferryhill 
Parish Church can make a real 
difference. Last year, a magnificent 
20,000 churches across the country 
helped raise over £12m during  
Christian Aid Week. 

This Christian Aid Week (11–17 May 

2014) we hope to go 
even further. Together we 
can send people living in 
fear this message: you are 
not alone. We’re with you, 
helping you to rebuild your 
lives, and working for peace.

Imagine what such an 
expression of love would mean to 
people searching for the strength to 
cope with the devastation of war, and 
how it could help to drive out their 
fear. Demonstrate God’s love for those 
living in poverty and show how much 
good the church is doing in the world 
this Christian Aid Week. Together we 
can reach the 42 million people caught 
up in conflict and help them live a life 
free from fear.

Could you provide the 
gift of hope? 

£15 could provide blankets for 
refugee children to protect them from 
bitter night-time temperatures.

£40 could provide enough good 
quality and nutritious food for two 
refugee children for a month.

£150 could help Christian Aid provide 
specialist emotional support for a 
child deeply traumatised by the horror 
of war that they’ve witnessed or 
experienced.

Christian Aid Week envelopes will be 
available at Ferryhill Parish Church as 
we approach Christian Aid Week for 
those who wish to make a donation. 

You can also donate at any time online 
at www.christianaid.org.uk.

Christian Aid Week
11-17 May 2014

Active Kids 2014 
If you are shopping at Sainsbury’s 
you may have been offered Active 
Kids vouchers. Please do take them 
if they are offered and pass them 
to Ferryhill Primary School (via a 
family with children or direct to the 
school office).

Last year a considerable amount 
of new school sports equipment 
was purchased as a result of all the 
vouchers that were received by the 
school.

This is an easy way to contribute 
to the education of our young 
children without any extra cost to 
you.
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Eco-Congregation 
Scotland
This year’s Eco-
Congregation 
Scotland 
Annual 
Gathering is 
on Saturday 
29th March, 
10am to 
3.15pm at 
St. Aloysius 
College, 
Glasgow.

At a time when energy policy has 
never been more controversial, 
with proposals for fracking and 
nuclear power stations, and growing 
awareness of the impact of climate 
change… The theme of this year’s 
gathering is ENERGY. How can 
churches effectively manage their 
energy efficiency? Where can they get 
support in doing so? Should churches 
stop investing in fossil fuel companies?

One of the world’s top climate 
diplomats, John Ashton, now an 
independent commentator and 
adviser on the politics of climate 
change, will be the keynote speaker.  
There will be a range of interesting 
workshops and a light lunch will be 
provided as well as teas and coffees 
available throughout the day.

A full programme and registration 
form can be downloaded here from:

http://gh.cm/1fBBgc0 (PDF Format) or 
http://gh.cm/LjbE6k (Word Format) 

This can be returned by email to:
manager@ecocongregationscotland.org

or by post to:
Eco-Congregation Scotland
121 George Street
Edinburgh
EH2 4YN

Going Electric
You may have noticed that an electric 
vehicle charging station has been 
installed at the top entrance to 
Duthie Park. This is part of an initiative 
(Plugged In Places) to create a network 
of charging stations across Scotland. 
Aberdeen City Council have been 
installing these with funding available 
from Transport Scotland in order to 
encourage motorists to consider an 
electric vehicle.

Our minister, Rev Peter Johnston, 
has done just that and took delivery 
of a new Renault ZOE electric car 
in January (you may have seen it 
charging up at Duthie Park). He writes, 
“This was prompted by the completely 
different type of driving I am doing 
now, with lots of small journeys, and 
the installation of a local charging 
point. 

“The Renault does come with a home 
charger installation, but in order to 
benefit from this you need to have 
off street parking or a garage which 
we do not have on Polmuir Road. The 
charging station makes it feasible to 
own an electric car even without those 
facilities at home. 

“So far it has proved a lot of fun, while 
also quiet, smooth and very cheap to 
run.”

You can follow more of Peter’s ongoing 
experiences of life with an EV on his 
blog available on the church’s website:  
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Charging at the Rapid Charger in Laurencekirk.  

Eco-Congregation
May Services
Sunday 4 May
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Open Doors”

Sunday 11 May
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Gateway To Life” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche 

Sunday 18 May 
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “On The Other Side” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Worship in the  
 Memorial Chapel  
 with Holy Communion

Tuesday 20 May
12:10 Mid-Week Service in the  
 Memorial Chapel

Sunday 25 May 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “No More Doors” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche

Care Home Services
Wednesday 7 May
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 25 May
18:00 Maryfield East

Diary



A Kirk for All
at Ferryhill

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Office open Tues, Wed & Fri 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Tel:  01224 213093 
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
Tel: 01224 588744 
Email:  editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
Tel:  01224 949192
Email: peter.johnston@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

Sunday, 18 May 2014 is the day for 
the Church of Scotland‘s ‘Heart and 
Soul’ event, once again taking place 
in Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh.

This year the theme is “Hands across 
the World” which aims to celebrate 
the life of the Church through the 
lens of its international heritage, 
relationships and partners. There 
will be a wide variety of activities, 
performances and worship within 
the programme with something 
suitable for all ages. 

The organisers have also extended 
an invitation to all congregations to 

come and tell their story of how they 
contribute to the life of the Church 
across the world. Alternatively, you 
can go and learn from what others 
are doing.

Congregations which have 
participated in the last three events 
have thoroughly enjoyed the chance 
to engage with the several thousand 
people who come to Princes Street 
Gardens. Plans are in hand for a 
lively avenue of exhibitors with 
information and resources focussed 
on helping congregations in their 
local and international situations and 
of course, we will gather for closing 
worship, which has involved more 

than 2,000 people praising God in 
the open air.

Lots more detail will come as the 
event nears. For now, why not put 
the date for Heart and Soul 2014 
in your diary? It is hoped that if 
enough folk wish to go, we can 
either organise a Ferryhill bus to 
take everyone or perhaps join with 
members of South Holburn. 

If you would like to reserve a place, 
please contact Linsey, the church 
administrator, either by email 
(office@ferryhillparishchurch.org) or 
by putting a note in her pigeon hole 
in the atrium.

Heart and Soul 2014


