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Minister’s 
Message
Since 1998, the 
broadcaster  
Melvyn Bragg has 
hosted a little gem 
of a programme on Radio 4 called “In 
Our Time”. Broadcast on a Thursday 
morning just after 9 o’clock it almost 
always provides a fascinating insight 
into the ideas, events and people 
that have shaped our time. Each 
episode taps into the expertise of 
guests to bring some enlightenment. 
The BBC iPlayer web site has every 
previous broadcast available to 
listen to, should you wish to take 
the plunge. If you are new to the 
programme, there is a Top Ten of 
essential listens provided to get you 
going!

Over the season of Advent and 
Christmas at Ferryhill Kirk we will also 
be thinking about time. Part of that 
is the annual countdown of the days 
until Christmas, how many shopping 
days are left, how many sleeps until 
the presents can be torn open, but 
another part of it is recognising what 
has been in the past that shapes 
what and who we are in the present.

There is an ancient story that has 
been included in the Bible’s Old 
Testament that captures some of 
this meaning. It is the story of a 
young Jewish girl called Esther being 
chosen to be the queen of King 
Xerxes. It was an unlikely position 
for her to find herself, particularly 
when she finds herself thrust into the 
midst of power games and political 
maneuvering that results in threats 
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to the Jewish community. Esther, on 
the prompting of her cousin, finds 
herself at a tipping point. She could 
stay quiet and save herself, or speak 
up to try to change the course of 
events, risking her own position. 
Famously, her cousin Mordecai says 
to Esther, “Who knows if perhaps you 
were made Queen for just such a 
time as this?”

This old story is a reminder of the 
choices and events, the people and 
situations that have led to our time. It 
is also a story that reminds us that we 
are shaping today our future through 
the choices we make, our decisions 
to remain silent as injustice happens, 
or to speak up and take action in 
such a time as this.

During this festive season there is a 
great deal of fun and enjoyment, and 
it is brilliant to make the most of that, 
while at the same time remembering 
that this season brings added 
pressures for many people within 
our communities, bringing stress and 
financial hardship. 

As we get closer to our celebrations 
of the birth of Jesus, we invite you all 
to come and participate, to take a bit 
of time out from the worries and to 
think about what Jesus still has to say 
to us about the time in which we live 
today.

Have a blessed Christmas and a super 
start to the New Year. 
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Christmas Fair 
Saturday 6 December 
2 to 4 p.m.
Please join us for the usual festive 
stalls in the Foyer and Atrium, and 
afternoon teas with tempting treats 
served in the Hall. 

Donations to the stalls will, of course, 
be required and gratefully accepted: 
crafts and gifts, cards, baking and 
sweets, plants, jars and bottles for 
bottle stall and raffle prizes etc.

These can be handed in the day 
before, or on the morning of the 
event. We hope we can rely on your 
customary generosity to ensure a 
success. Posters around the Church 
and parish will be on display soon as 
well as flyers in the Coffee Shop. We 
look forward to welcoming you on 6 
December and hope for a large turn-
out and reasonable weather!

Congratulations Elspeth!
On Thursday 9 October a contingent of 
Ferryhillers joined friends from South 
Holburn Church to travel out to Echt 
Parish Church where we shared in 
the ordination and induction of Rev 
Elspeth McKay as the minister of Echt 
linked with Midmar Parish Church. 

Many of you will know Elspeth from 
her time as a member and as locum 
minister at Ferryhill Parish Church 
during the vacancy period.

We wish Elspeth every blessing on this 
new stage in her ministry.

Thanks for Harvest 
Flowers and Food Gifts
Many kind donations of flowers 
and food items were received both 
at Ferryhill Primary School for the 
Harvest Assembly and at Ferryhill 
Parish Church for our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service. The gifts of 
flowers and fruit were delivered to 
people across the community who 
find it harder to get out of their 
homes. 

The dried and tinned foods (pictured) 
filled far more than the two trolleys 
we had available and were donated 
to Instant Neighbour who run a 
food bank in order to help people 
within our community who may find 
themselves in difficulty.

The Christian Aid Harvest Appeal 
raised £506.81.

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed, whether food, flowers or 
monetarily for Christian Aid.

An Evening of Music
Aberdeen Strathspey and Reel Society 
will be presenting an evening of music 
in the Church on Friday 30 January. 
Compering will be Neil Meldrum and 
guest soloist will be Fiona Squires, 
both of whom are well known in 
Ferryhill Church. Refreshments will be 
served. 

Further information will be given via 
posters and fliers after New Year when 
tickets will go on sale.
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Coffee
Shop

Christmas and New Year 
Coffee Shop Closure
The Coffee Shop at Ferryhill Kirk will 
take its annual break from Monday 
15 December,  reopening on 
Monday 12 January. Apologies for 
any inconvenience caused.  

This allows all the many volunteers a 
well earned rest and gives some time 
for the facilities to be freshened up.

We look forward to seeing you again 
when the Coffee Shop reopens.

Church Website
Alas, the main Ferryhill Parish Church 
website has been hacked and has had 
to be taken offline until the offending 
code has been eliminated or until it is 
reconstructed to ensure it is operating 
as it should. This will be a time-
consuming process, so please bear 
with us.

In the meantime, you can still find out 
about what is happening at Ferryhill 
Parish Church via our Facebook page. 
You do not need to be a member of 
Facebook to visit the page. 

However, if you are a member of 
Facebook, then please “like” our page 
and you will be kept notified of what is 
happening at the Kirk.

You can find us at: https://www.
facebook.com/ferryhillparishchurch.

https://www.facebook.com/ferryhillparishchurch
https://www.facebook.com/ferryhillparishchurch
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At this time of year Ferryhill Parish 
Church supports two charities, one 
local and one international, with our 
special Christmas Offerings gathered 
at the Primary School, Christingle, 
Watchnight and Christmas Day 
services.

For 2014 our Christmas offering for 
a local charity will be sent to Alcohol 
Support Ltd for the benefit of the 
Designated Place Facility which is 
located in our community. 

Alcohol Support Ltd is a specialist 
charity working to provide choice and 
a range of support services for people 
in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire with 
an alcohol problem, or affected by 
someone else’s alcohol problem. The 
Designated Place Facility at Albyn 
House is for people who are deemed 
to be drunk and incapable, is an 
alternative to being arrested and 
spending a night in police cells and 
ensures the safety and well-being of 
people under the influence of alcohol.

The Designated Facility at Albyn House 
in Dee Street is the only centre in 
Scotland where police can take people 
who are drunk and incapable to dry 
out until they are sober enough to go 
home and relieves pressure on police 
and NHS resources. 

The Christmas offering this year for 
global need will be donated to Kids 
Action. This is a small Aberdeen-based 
charity whose mission for several years 
has been to help suffering children 
in Africa. In recent years it has carried 
out humanitarian work in Sierra 
Leone, having been the main financial 
support for an orphanage that was 
founded during the ten-year Civil War. 
In September 2010 the orphanage 
was closed and the children sent to 
live with distant relatives or friends of 
their families. Kids Action continued 
to support them however, paying 

for their education and employing a 
worker on the ground to monitor their 
welfare and report back to the charity.   

Recent reports from Sierra Leone have 
been devastating. Since the start of 
the Ebola outbreak in December 2013, 
despite warnings from Medecins Sans 
Frontieres, Sierra Leone amongst 
other West African countries has come 
to the brink of collapse. The death 
toll is far worse than official figures 
tell. The economy is at a standstill, 
hospitals and markets have closed, 
children have been sent back from  
schools to their villages where there is 
dreadful poverty. Kids Action has put 
procedures in place to buy food and 
transport it to the worst hit areas, and 
now they need money to purchase the 
food. 

Christingle serviCe
This service is a favourite for all ages, 
held on Christmas Eve in the church.

The Christingle is a reminder that we 
have a part to play in shining the light 
of God into our world, and sharing the 
love of God with all. Please come and 
join this fun service.

Christmas Eve, 24 December 2014
6:30 p.m. in the Church

December Services
Monday 1 December 2014
18:00 An Advent Journey in the  
 Church for all ages

Sunday 7 December
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 Second Sunday in Advent  
 “Time for Action” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Sunday 14 December
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 Third Sunday in Advent 
 “Time for All” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 Christmas Party

Tuesday 16 December 
12:10 Mid-week service in the 
 Memorial Chapel

Friday 19 December
10:00 Ferryhill Primary School  
 Service

Sunday 21 December
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 “Time for Dreaming”

Wednesday 24 December
18:30 Christingle Service
11:00 Carols in the Church
11:30 Watchnight Service 
 “Time to Watch”

Thursday 25 December
10:00  Christmas Day Family Service 
 “Time for Celebration”

Sunday 28 December
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 “Time for Seeking”

Care Home Services
Wednesday 3 December
11:00 Cowdray Club

Christmas  
Offerings

Diary
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As Christmas approaches, the Traidcraft 
stall at Ferryhill Parish Church is 
stocking a range of Christmas products 
to get you ready for the festive season. 
There are handmade decorations, 
Christmas cakes and biscuits, Advent 
calendars, chocolate coins, homemade 
mincemeat made with Fairtrade 
ingredients and, of course, Christmas 
cards. 

The catalogue also contains a range of 
gifts and stocking fillers which you can 
order to give to your family and friends 
at Christmas.

We have a sample of each of the 
Traidcraft Christmas cards on sale this 
year, so you can see exactly what they 
look like before you order some. It is 
estimated that £50m is raised for good 
causes through the sales of charity 
Christmas cards each year. 

In the last five years Traidcraft has been 
able to give over £500,000 to SCIAF, 
CAFOD & Christian Aid through the 
sale of Christmas cards, products and 

top-up donations and Traidcraft was 
able to re-invest remaining profits to 
further its work in fighting poverty 
through trade. 

Margaret Sentamu, wife of John 
Sentamu, Archbishop of York says: 

“The hustle and bustle of the lead-up 
to Christmas can be both a blessing 
and a burden for many of us. But 
for lots of people, even those of us 
who are part of a loving church 
community, there’s no one to share 
the joy of this time of year and they 
simply can’t help feeling lonely.

“So when it comes to a Christmas 
greeting, there really is no substitute 
for a knock at the door, a friendly 
chat, and the reminder of the card 
on the mantelpiece that tells us we 
are remembered, we are loved. The 
extra Christmas card I shall give this 
year will be a proper card, a charity 
card, delivered through the letterbox, 
to show that no one should feel 
forgotten at Christmas.”

Charity Christmas cards are available 
to buy from the Traidcraft Stall at 
Ferryhill Church, from the Fairtrade 
co-ordinator, Shelagh Bain (shebain@
hotmail.co.uk) or directly from the 
website: www.traidcraft.co.uk.

Traidcraft at Christmas

Please join us on Monday 1 December 
in the Church for a guided journey 
through Advent. The Church will be 
open from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. and 
you can come at any time during this 
period to explore the story of the 
nativity. 

This is suitable for all ages and we 
would encourage families to use this 
as a chance to talk about why we 
celebrate Christmas today. 

There will be hands on activities as a 
part of this journey. 

Last year the church’s Christmas tree 
was decorated with the results of 
everyone’s creativity to stunning effect 
(see picture to right). 

ADVENT JOURNEY

http://www.traidcraft.co.uk


A COSY welcome to  
young people 
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January Services
Sunday 4 January 2015
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Time for Get Up and Go”

Sunday 11 January
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Living in Freedom”  
 including the Sacrament of  
 Holy Communion 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth  
 Group in the Foyer

Sunday 18 January
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Living with Temptation”
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Tuesday 20 January
12:10 Mid-week service in the 
 Memorial Chapel

Sunday 25 January 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Living in Righteousness” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche 
18:30 The Cosy House Youth  
 Group in the Foyer

Care Home Services
Wednesday 7 January
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 25 January
18:00 Maryfield East

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like 
to enquire about a hall let please 
contact the office or email 
ferryhill-bookings@gmail.com.
A flyer with full details of hall and 
room dimensions including costs is 
available on request.

Diary
The Cosy House opened its doors at 
the beginning of the autumn term 
for young people from Primary 7 
ages up to Secondary 6. This is a 
new youth group that is running at 
Ferryhill Parish Church led by the 
minister and volunteers. 

The name for the group was chosen 
from many different suggested 
options by the young people. You 
may wonder why Cosy is spelt the 
way it is (not cozy), that is because it 
signifies Church Of Scotland Youth. 
However, the young people do not 
need to have a prior connection to 
the Church of Scotland to attend. All 
will be made very welcome.

The Cosy House is open fortnightly 
on the second and fourth Sundays 
of each month during term time 
(we will do a special movie night on 
the fifth Sunday of the month) from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. meeting in the 
church foyer and large hall. 

We have games including table-top 
games, pool table, table-tennis and 
nuke-em ball before we all gather 
in the foyer for some fairtrade hot 
chocolate and to think about the 
theme for that evening. This includes 
group discussion and different 
activities.

The dates for The Cosy House are 
noted in the diary for each month 
in the sidebar. Please bring along 
fifty pence for your hot chocolate, a 
tuck shop of fairtrade treats is also 
available.

Please contact Peter for more 
information: peter.johnston@
ferryhillparishchurch.org.



We would like to invite anyone in 
the community who is interested 
in joining us to come along. We 
discuss local planning issues, traffic 
and parking, licensing applications, 
funding opportunities for local groups 
and many other local issues.

We meet in Ferryhill Community 
Centre, Albury Road, Aberdeen, AB11 
6TN on the last Wednesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. 

For further information, please email 
chairman@fr-cc.org.
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Ferryhill School Fair
Saturday 6 December 2014 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Ferryhill Primary School 
Caledonian Place

The Ferryhill School Fair will include 
a wide range of private stalls, Santa’s 
grotto, baking, chocolate tombola, 
bottle stall, Christmas crafts, face 
painting, hot chestnuts, home-made 
crafts (sewing and knitting), a café, 
face painting and much more.

Any donations are always welcome 
too! 

Duthie Park
Wreath Making

The Duthie Park Ranger Service 
will be holding Wreath Making 
Workshops in the Education Room 
at the David Welch Winter Gardens 
on 6 and 13 December, 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon and from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Booking is essential by email 
to: DuthieParkRangerService@
aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Friends of Duthie Park Open Day

The Friends of Duthie Park will be 
holding their annual open day on 16 
August 2015. They provide activities 
for all members of the family and for 
2015 the Friends would like to invite 
any local groups/organisations who 
might want to have a stall at the event. 
For further information, please contact 
Dave McDermid, dave.macdermid@
afc.co.uk.

Christmas Carol Concert

Come along and join the festive fun 
on Saturday 20 December (11 a.m. or 2 
p.m.) singing along to favourite carols 
at the indoor garden, taking in the rare 
and exotic plants while listening to the 
accompaniment of music performed 
by the talented Bon Accord Silver Band 
and Singers.

Albury Carols
Sunday 14 December, 3 p.m. 
Albury Outdoor Sports Centre

The annual community carol singing 
event at Albury Outdoor Sports 
Centre in Albury Road is being held on 
Sunday 14 December at 3 p.m. Wrap 
up warmly, join in with some carols 
and enjoy the festive spirit! Free entry. 
Everyone is welcome. Mulled wine and 
mince pies will be available.

Committee Call

Albury Outdoor Sports Centre is 
looking for additional people to join 
its Management Committee from 
February 2015. The Centre is a working 
partnership between Sport Aberdeen 
and the local community and is 
dependent on volunteers to keep 
running. 

Previous 
committee 
experience is 
not required, 
just a ‘can do’ 
attitude and a 
desire to help 
keep a valuable 
community 
facility running.

For more 
information 
or to register 
your interest, 
please contact 
Joyce Scott 
(Chairperson) 
at enquiries@
alburysports 
centre.org 
before the end 
of January 
2015.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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February
Sunday 1 February 2015
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Living by Practice” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Sunday 8 February
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Living in the Now” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth  
 Group in the Foyer

Sunday 15 February
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Living in Denial” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Tuesday 17 February
12:10 Mid-week service in the 
 Memorial Chapel

Sunday 22 February
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth  
 Group in the Foyer

Care Home Services
Wednesday 4 February
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 22 February
18:00 Maryfield East

DiaryBLESSINGS 
FROM MALAWI

As part of a Partnership 
Agreement between the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen 
and Blantyre City 
Presbytery, Ferryhill 
Parish Church is twinned 
with Chigodi Church in 
Malawi.

The presbytery had 
a recent visit from 
representatives from 
Malawi who spent 
almost three weeks 
in Scotland. We were 
blessed to have Fanuel 
Blessings Mota visit 
Ferryhill for one of the 
Sundays during this 
visit. 

It was a privilege 
to have Blessings 
participate in our 
morning worship 
and then to hear more from him 
in a less formal environment at Café 

Connect. 
Here we heard about the 
primary importance of education in 
helping people in Malawi.

We also received a letter and 
some images from our twinned 
congregation showing the 
unfinished new kitchen block. The 
Ferryhill Congregational Board has 
agreed to send a gift of £500 to help 
Chigodi Church complete this block.



A Kirk for All
at Ferryhill
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Kids at Ferryhill is a charity run on 
a volunteer basis by parents for 
children. It is a great way for all 
parents, carers and young kids in the 
area to meet in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. There are groups for 
all pre-school ages where children 
can often start to build friendships 
that last into the school years. All 
groups use the facilities provided 
in Ferryhill Parish Church, which 
is at the heart of the community. 
Parents and carers often share 
responsibilities for bringing a snack, 
suggesting craft ideas and setting up 
toys—the groups are a fun and easy 
way to meet other families in the 
community.

Babies and Toddlers' Group runs 
on a Wednesday morning and offers 
a means for new parents to get 
to know others in the area whilst 
allowing the little ones to explore 
new toys and environments.

Two's Group on a Monday morning 
offers more structured play for those 
over 18 months: a chance to play, do 

a craft activity, share a snack and sing 
songs together.

Rising Threes runs on a Tuesday 
and Thursday morning and allows 
older toddlers to experience play 
and structured activities away from 
parents and carers.

Friday Fun is open to all families and 
ages of children. It offers a space for 
children to play together with their 
peers and siblings.

Hot drinks, cakes and breakfast rolls 
are available in the church’s Coffee 
Shop for parents whilst groups are 
running.

At various times throughout the year, 
other events are also organised for 
all groups by the parent committee, 
such as a visit from Santa, a treasure 
hunt in the park or a professional 
photographer. 

For full information about our groups 
please refer to our Facebook page 
and website: www.kidsatferryhill.
btck.co.uk.  

Kids at Ferryhill

We have an open day on 17 January 
from 10–11.30 a.m. in Ferryhill 
Church Hall where you and your little 
ones can see what is on offer and 
meet some of the current parents 
and carers. Entry is £1 which includes 
a craft and a snack for the children. 

Kids at Ferryhill looks forward to 
welcoming you!

http://www.kidsatferryhill.btck.co.uk
http://www.kidsatferryhill.btck.co.uk

