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Minister’s Message
In 1947 the board of the Bulletin of 
the Atomic Scientists created The 
Doomsday Clock. It was a response to 
nuclear threats by the very scientists 
who had worked on the Manhattan 
Project, devising the first atomic 
bomb. The clock was designed to 
symbolise the existential threat 
faced by the world, with midnight 
as ‘Doomsday’. The minute hand has 
wavered between two minutes before 
and seventeen minutes before at 
its extremes since then. The former 
marking when the US created the 
hydrogen bomb in 1953, the latter 
when the Cold War ended in 1991. 

At the beginning of 2017 the minute 
hand was moved forward to two 
and a half minutes before midnight: 
symbolic of the elevated level of threat 
that recent political events have in 
terms of the probability of nuclear 
exchange, climate change, biosecurity, 
bioterrorism and other threats.

We are living through some chaotic 
times, when levels of uncertainty are 
on the rise. The old systems that tried 
to create order are struggling to cope, 
be that political parties, organisations 
or bodies like the church.

So what is our response? Could we 
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take this as a chance 
to live in that 
uncertain space 
between the chaos 
and order? It is 
where Jesus found 
tremendous creativity and life-giving 
hope in a time when chaos and order 
were similarly affecting people’s lives 
as insurgents and Roman empire met. 
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A Church Member responds:

This is a question asked by many 
people, even those who have 

stated their faith and attend Church 
regularly. For me, it is a place to go to 
take me out of the busy-ness of my 
own environment, a place for quiet 
reflection, where I can consolidate 
the ups and downs of the week past, 
and prepare for the week ahead. 
The Church is where I can become 
involved in worthwhile causes which 
benefit those in need, here in our own 
neighbourhood, city, country and 
abroad. The possibilities are unlimited 
and so much can be achieved when 
people with a positive outlook meet 
up together. It is the place where 
I confess my faith quietly, to God; 

Why the Church?
a place to come 
together with other 
people to worship 
God. It is where 
I learn about the 
teachings of Jesus 
and can understand 
their relevance 
today. The Church is where people 
pray together for other people and 
themselves and where they can sing 
God’s praise. It is where I hear readings 
from the scriptures in language that 
I can understand. It is where my 
thoughts of being a very small part, 
are transformed, and I am made to 
feel that I am part of something more 
powerful and important. For me, that 
is why the church.

This is what we are exploring in Luke’s 
gospel each Sunday as we work our 
way towards Easter Sunday this year. 
Please join us on the journey.



Living Well Café

Great news! Our plans for the 
Living Well Café at Ferryhill Parish 

Church are coming to fruition with 
the opening of our Living Well Café on 
Thursday 20 April 2017.  This facility is 
in recognition of the need to support 
people with memory loss or dementia 
and their families or carers and is 
already well established at Newhills 
and Oldmachar Parish Churches, so if 
you are aware of anyone who would 
benefit from attending please let  us 
know so that we can determine how 
many people may be accommodated.   

The Cafe will run on Thursday 
afternoons, initially on a fortnightly 
basis, 1-3 p.m. South Holburn Church is 
beginning the process of investigating 
the possibility of joining us in this 
exciting new venture and is actively 
involved in the preparation for 
opening on 20 April. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
responded so willingly to our request 
for volunteers; it really is appreciated.  
Of course our door is always open for 
more help and if you wish to do so, 
on a rota basis, please contact either 
Rita King (01224 572391) or Shona 
Matthew (01224 704378) for more 
information.

Summer Club

Advanced notice for your diaries: 
this year’s fun filled Summer Club 

for Primary school aged children will 
be taking place every morning from 
Monday 7 to Sunday 13 August. Look 
out for details on posters and in the 
next issue of Parish News. 

Kirk Buildings

If you drive into Aberdeen from 
the west, down King’s Gate, you 

see a striking cityscape of not only 
new modern buildings, but several 
church spires which have been a 
feature of this view for many decades. 
One of them is our own Ferryhill 
Parish Church, a listed building of 
historical significance for the city. It 
is not, however, a relic of the past. It 
is a building in daily use and a great 
resource to our community both as 
a centre of worship and as a hub for 
numerous groups and organisations, 
and is thus always 
adapting to meet 
those needs. 

Readers will 
understand that the 
Kirk building takes a 
lot of looking after to 
ensure it is ready for 
the demands made 
of it. We are currently 
reviewing how we 
manage the maintenance and upkeep 
of our church buildings.  The General 
Trustees of the Church of Scotland 
require us to have a designated 
Property Convener to ensure that 
the legal requirements in relation 
to church buildings and equipment 
are fulfilled, and we are currently 
seeking someone to take on that role. 
It is a voluntary position which could 
be of interest to someone recently 
retired who has relevant experience 
and would like to do something 
of particular value for the local 
community. Details of what would be 
involved can be provided for anyone 
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who might be interested in knowing 
more.

We are currently very grateful to have 
a great team of people with property 
maintenance skills who give of their 
time and talents to carry out practical 
tasks in the church. However we want 
to increase this team, and are looking 
for folks in the community who would 
like to offer a few hours of their time 
to the church, every couple of months 
or so, to help when minor repairs 
are required. These could be joinery, 
plumbing, electrical work, or simply 
tasks requiring a bit of man (or woman) 
power! 

If you would like to volunteer your 
services to Ferryhill Kirk in any of the 
above ways, please email office@
ferryhillparishchurch.org with your 
contact details, or telephone 01224 
213093 and ask to speak to Lynda, our 
Church Administrator.  

Bridges Not Walls

A hundred and fifty people gathered 
on Wellington Suspension Bridge 

to proclaim a message of hope, peace 
and justice on 20 January 2017 as 
part of a world-wide sequence of 
events seeking to build bridges not 
walls amongst different groups and 
communities. We heard from a Syrian 
refugee, and at the church later that 
day everyone had the chance to leave 
their messages and light a candle for 
hope (pictured above). This was a great 
moment of solidarity with different 
nationalities, faiths, genders, ages all 
represented.
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March 2017 Services
Wednesday 1 March
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 5 March (Lent 1)
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Hospitality” including  
 Sacrament of Communion 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Sunday 12 March (Lent 2)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Repentance” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer

Sunday 19 March (Lent 3)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Rulebreaker” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Sunday 26 March (Lent 4)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Division” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer 

Streaming Services
Each Sunday morning we are now live 
streaming our worship services on 
our YouTube channel. These are then 
also available to view later at  your 
convenience. This is a great way for 
people who find themselves unable to 
leave their homes to be a part of our 
worshipping community, or for those 
who have missed a Sunday to catch up 
with the message. Open YouTube and 
search for Ferryhill Parish Church to 
find our channel and please subscribe.

DiaryChristmas Offerings
A sincere thank you to everyone for 

their generosity over the Christmas 
period by supporting our two chosen 
charities: Charlie House here in the 
North East and the Christian Aid 
Emergencies and Disasters fund. The 
total raised from the Ferryhill Primary 
School end of term service and the 
Christingle and Watchnight services 
was a magnificent £1573.63, which 
was shared equally. Your support for 
those in need is really appreciated.

On 15 January, Lynne Batham 
(pictured on left) from Charlie House 
came to tell us all about the work of 
this charity and to receive a cheque 
from Shona Matthews (on right). 
Charlie House is a new, locally based 
children’s charity which engages in 
activities and projects to support 
children with complex disabilities and 
life limiting conditions. 

Their Saturday Club allows families to 
take part in activities like trampolining, 
ice skating or sensory experiences. The 
charity also organises trips to Kielder 
Forest in Northumberland where the 
specially trained staff take children 
out of their wheelchairs to experience 
the thrill of zip slides, a climbing wall 
and canoeing. The emphasis is on 
supporting the whole family, not just 
the disabled child.

A new development is a community 
team of nurses and other health 
specialists who will be able to provide 
support for children in their transition 
from hospital to home and provide 
practical information and support 
throughout their life journey.

At present, there is no respite centre in 

Aberdeen and families have to travel 
long distances to access this service.  
The charity is working on a project 
to build a centre here in Aberdeen. 
Charlie House depends on donations 
from the public. For more information, 
please visit their website http://www.
charliehouse.org.uk/.

The Christian Aid Disaster Fund 
responds to emergencies around the 
world at short notice. Their Christmas 
Appeal asked the public to “Light the 
Way” for more than 65 million people 
who are fleeing from violence in 
countries like Syria, Yemen and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Forced 
out by the darkness of violence and 
fear, they are searching for refuge. 
Many desperately need shelter, clothes 
for winter and hope towards a brighter 
future. Our donations can be their 
beacon of hope. It is still possible 
to contribute to the appeal on the 
Christian Aid website http://www.
christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal.

http://www.charliehouse.org.uk/
http://www.charliehouse.org.uk/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal
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Traidcraft’s work really is life changing: 
It gives people the skills, knowledge 
and support they need to lift 
themselves out of poverty. Things 
like training, business know-how 
and confidence: skills that we know 
can transform lives. It also empowers 
people to work collectively, share 
learning, and negotiate for better 
prices and government support. 

Last year, we helped Traidcraft raise 
over £550,000 through their ‘Let It 
Grow’ appeal, enabling them to help 
farmers in some of the world’s poorest 
communities to grow a better future 
for their families. This year, with your 
help, we hope to do even more.

Why is poverty such a 
scandal?
Well, the answer is simple really. The 
people who are trapped in poverty are 
no different from you or me. They have 
the same potential to work hard, to 
learn and to provide for their families, 
but because of where they were 
born and various external factors this 
potential remains untapped. In fact, all 
across the developing world, there are 
intelligent, caring, skilled people who 
are stuck with unfair wages, an uphill 
battle to educate their children and 
barely a glimmer of hope. 

The ‘Let It Grow’ message is there to 
bring us all together with a united 
ambition: to fight poverty through 
trade and help families, social 
enterprises and entire communities to 
grow.

You can contribute to the Let It Grow 
Appeal by buying Traidcraft products 
from the stall on Sundays or from the 
Treats Box in the foyer. There will be 
a donation box at the stall for direct 
donations to the ‘Let It Grow’ Appeal 

TRAIDCRAFT: ‘LET IT GROW’

Say It With Flowers
The Ministry of Flowers has been 

an important part of Church life 
for many years and is one of the 
many expressions of friendship and 
fellowship of which Ferryhill Parish 
Church is pleased to offer.

The Flower Team celebrate the 
Church Year with floral arrangements 
in seasonal colours.  Not only is 
the Church decorated in times of 
special celebration 
and commemoration, 
but every week the 
sanctuary is decorated 
with fresh flowers, 
which are donated by 
individuals wishing 
to mark a personal 
event or memory.  The 
Flower Fund is entirely 
supported by generous 
donations from members 
of the congregation, 
whose support is greatly appreciated.

Following the Sunday service, the 
flowers are delivered to people who, 
for whatever reason, have been unable 
to attend Church or simply to say that 
the Minister and the Congregation are 
thinking of them at this time.

The Ministry of Flowers is one of real 
blessing. Flowers need no words, they 
speak for themselves and their colour 
and beauty can uplift and cheer. We 
know that they are greatly appreciated.

The Flower Team is a small band 
of volunteers who share flower 
arranging on a rota basis.  Not only 
do we arrange flowers (posies, 
vases, baskets, floral rings around 

the font for baptisms) but we also 
source the flowers from local shops 
and wholesalers and pick foliage to 
enhance the blooms. We regularly raid 
the gardens of members for suitable 
greenery (with their permission, 
of course). The floral arrangments 
beautifully complement the polished 
wood of the church interior. Many 
additional arrangements are required 

at Easter, Harvest 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, which leads to 
busy but very enjoyable 
times.

Do you enjoy arranging 
flowers?  Would you like 
to join our merry band? 
You don’t need to be an 
expert arranger; vases of 
flowers are equally lovely.

You will have seen the 
planters located in the 

grounds of the Church which also 
come under the care of the Team.  
Twice a year they are planted with 
spring bulbs followed by summer 
bedding. We know from customers 
of the Coffee Shop and passers-by 
that they are much admired within 
the community. Are you a gardener?  
Would you like to help us keep this 
corner of Ferryhill colourful? It doesn’t 
take much time and the results are 
spectacular.

If you are interested in any aspect of 
the Flower Team’s work, please contact 
Margaret Emslie (01224704129 or 
m.a.emslie@btinternet.com). 

and we will also be selling some Easter 
chicks with crème eggs and handmade 
Easter baskets with Traidcraft mini 
eggs. Every pound we raise will help 
people in developing countries to 
recover hope for their future.
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April 2017 Services
Sunday 2 April (Lent 5)
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Blindness”
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Wednesday 5 April
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 9 April (Palm Sunday)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Hosanna”

Thursday 13 April
19:00 Maundy Thursday Service 
 “Broken” 
 with simple meal and  
 celebration of Lord’s Supper

Friday 14 April
19:00 Good Friday Service 
 “Darkness” 
 an interactive service 
 suitable for all ages

Sunday 16 April (Easter Sunday)
07:30  Easter Dawn Service in   
 Duthie Park followed by  
 breakfast in the Church Hall
09:30  Holy Communion in the  
 Memorial Chapel
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Resurrection”

Sunday 23 April
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Communion” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group

Sunday 30 April
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Disciple” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 Film Night at the Manse  
 (54 Polmuir Road)

Diary100th Anniversary: 
Battle of Passchendaele
The name Passchendaele or 

“Passiondale”, as it became 
known,  has come to symbolise the 
worst horrors and futility of World 
War One trench warfare. In appalling 
conditions and torrential rain, racked 
by machine gun and shell fire, men 
advanced in deep mud on the 31st July 
1917 and were simply mown down. 
Others drowned in the mud if they 
fell off the duck boards. The village 
of Passchendaele was eventually 
captured three and half months later 
in November 1917 at a cost of over 
325,000 allied men killed or wounded. 
German casualties were similar in 
number. By February 1918, the British 
army had to retreat, and ended up back 
in exactly the same trenches they had 
left on 31st July 1917. 

This Summer Nigel Firth, an elder at 
Ferryhill Parish Church, will be traveling 
to Ypres in Belgium with a group of 
friends to join in the commemorations 
for the battle of Passchendaele. While 
there, the group will visit a number 
of graves and memorials to Ferryhill 
Parish Church members who died in the 
battle. They will also visit the German 
cemetery at Langemark to pay their 
respects to the German troops, united 
in death with their British comrades. 

If you have a relative buried or 

commemorated at or near Ypres and 
would like Nigel and friends to try and 
locate the grave or memorial and take 
a photo for you, please email Nigel at: 
nigel.firth1@btinternet.com with as 
much information as possible about the 
person and location.

Saturday 22 April will see the return 
of Aberdeen Strathspey and Reel 

Society to Ferryhill Church. After 
a successful evening of traditional 
Scottish music last year, the Society 
aim to make Ferryhill their home for 
their annual concert. With it’s intimate 
surrounds and excellent acoustics the 
church makes a perfect venue.

Why not come along and enjoy the 

music played by both the junior and 
senior orchestras? Compered again 
by Ron Gardner and with new musical 
director Ronnie Gibson, the evening 
starts at 7:30 p.m.

Teas will be available at the interval 
and concert tickets (£5.00) can be 
purchased in advance by phoning 
Graham on 01224 318834 or at the 
door on the evening.

Fiddlers Return
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Christian Aid Week 2017
Standing With Refugees Like 
Nejebar

It is better to die in a camp than to die 
in a war.

That’s what Nejebar thinks.

It’s better to travel for months, in rain 
and snow, with young children, to walk 
until you injure your feet, to risk your 
children’s lives in a plastic dinghy and 
to leave everything you know behind.

When the alternative is fear and terror, 
almost anything is better. When the 
alternative is bombs, bullets and war, 
almost anything is better.

Fleeing Horrors
Nejebar’s husband Noor was a teacher 
in Afghanistan. Imagine the horror 
the family felt when the Taliban 
announced they would kill anyone, like 
Noor, who worked for the government. 
Imagine how they felt when the 
Taliban carried out that threat on 
another family member, taking out his 
eyes before killing him.

Almost anything has to be better than 
that.

But now they’ve arrived in Greece, 
all they have is a tent. They have no 
other protection against wind and rain. 
There’s no school for their five children. 
And they have no certainty or clear 
idea of what will happen to them now. 
They thought they would stay here 
for 10 days, but it’s already been six 
months and there’s no end in sight.

Noor describes their initial reaction 

to arriving in the 
camp in Greece: ‘It 
was like suicide for 
us. But we took the 
decision that it is 
better to die here 
than to die there 
from war.’

Together
Throughout it 
all, Nejebar has 
desperately wanted 
what is best for her 
children. But her circumstances make it 
very difficult.

Her youngest, Sudai, is five years old 
but looks much younger. He hasn’t 
been growing as he should. His tummy 
is swollen and they don’t know what is 
wrong with him. And because the only 
on-site doctor is Greek, they haven’t 
been able to find out. They don’t have 
the language to explain that Sudai is 
much older than he looks.

Nejebar’s strength and steadiness 
make her the rock at the centre of her 
family, holding them together in this 
difficult and uncertain situation. But 
she hasn’t stopped there. Despite her 
circumstances, she has welcomed two 
brothers, Faraidoon and Farzad, into 
her home.

Faraidoon and Farzad don’t know 
where their parents are, or if they’re 
even alive. Nejebar has welcomed 
them into her family, giving them 
refuge as they wait for news.

An Uncertain Future
Nejebar says: ‘We still have some hope 
that one day we will get out of here 
and we have hope for our children’s 
future.

‘Our wish is to get out from this 
situation and to be able to go further. 
We only want a peaceful life. We want 
our children to have an education, to 
go to school. The most important thing 
is for our children.’

We won’t turn our backs on refugees 
like Nejebar now.

Christian Aid was set up by British 
churches in 1945 to support the 
hundreds of thousands of refugees 
who had lost their homes and 
possessions in the Second World War. 
We launched Christian Aid Week in 
1957 to raise funds for this vital work 
that was still continuing in the long 
running aftermath of the war.

For 60 years, tens of thousands of 
dedicated volunteers have come 
together for Christian Aid Week each 
May to raise vital money for those 
most in need. Thanks to you, we’ve 
been there for refugees, providing 
essential food, shelter and legal 
assistance.

Your support is more vital now than 
ever. Let’s not turn our backs on 
refugees now.

Christian Aid envelopes will be 
available in the church from 14-20 
May. Please do pick up an envelope 
and deliver it back to us with your 
donation. More information from 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
christian-aid-week.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week


Parish News  7 

Concordia Spring Concert
Concordia String Orchestra would 

be delighted if you could join us 
for our Spring concert “The Music 
of Shakespeare” at Ferryhill Parish 
Church on Saturday 25 March 2017 
at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are available on 
the door, priced at £8 for adults, £5 for 
concessions and under-12s are free.

If you are a string player (violinist, 
violist, cellist or double bassist) and 
would like to join a friendly, amateur 
orchestra, then do not hesitate to 
contact us. Even if it has been a 
while since you played, we’d still be 
delighted to hear from you. 

Go to our website: http://www.
concordiastringorchestra.org.uk and 
click on the ‘Contact Us’ page.

May 2017 Services
Wednesday 3 May

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 7 May
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Baptism”  
 Sunday Club and Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Sunday 14 May
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Grace”  
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group 
 in the Church Hall & Foyer

Sunday 21 May
11:00 Worship for all ages
 “Love”
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Service for Health, Healing  
 and Wellbeing in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion 

Sunday 28 May
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Inclusive” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group 
 in the Church Hall & Foyer

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like 
to enquire about a hall let please 
contact the office or email 
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Diary

Date: Saturday 25th March 2017Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Ferryhill Parish Church, Fonthill Road, Aberdeen

C O N C O R D I AString Orchestra presents….The Music of Shakespeare

£8 / £5 concessions / Free for under-12sTickets available at www.concordiastringorchestra.org.uk  or on the door
Concordia String Orchestra (Aberdeen) is a registered charity in Scotland, charity no. SC041211 

The children who come to 
church on Sunday leave 

for Sunday Club during the 
service, usually after an all 
age talk or activity. They 
meet in the Den, a colourful 
and attractive room where 
there are lots of resources 
for activities to suit all ages. 
There are two sections in 
Sunday Club: Junior is for 
children of age three up to 
the end of Primary School 
age, and the Senior, for 
those of Secondary School age. It runs 
during term time. 

A dedicated team of people are 
there every Sunday to lead and help 
the groups, which each have 
their own space. Sunday Club 
activities follow through on the 
introduction to the story that has 
taken place in worship together. 
For the Juniors, they include the 
story told in a way young people 
will relate to, crafts, songs and 
games, and for the Seniors, they 
include activities, bible readings 
and discussions. 

‘Spill the Beans’, with worship 
and learning resources for 

all ages gives the leaders plenty of 
ideas to make learning meaningful 
and fun. This resource is based on the 
Narrative Lectionary, a relatively new 
four year plan that focuses on story, 

and retelling the broad 
sweep of the 
Bible’s narrative 
in each year. 
After the 
Sunday Club, the 
children enjoy 
a snack with 
their parents and 
the rest of the 
congregation. 
New children are 
very welcome.

Sunday Club

http://www.concordiastringorchestra.org.uk
http://www.concordiastringorchestra.org.uk
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The Fundraising Group have 
started planning an assortment 

of exciting events for 2017. The first 
of the regular Table Top Sales took 
place successfully on 11 February. 
Two more are planned for 11 March 
and 27 May, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
A table can be booked for £10 by 
phoning Fiona on 01224 590806 or 
email fiona.firth@btinternet.com. 
Come along and browse the stalls 
for a bargain and enjoy the coffee 
shop. The church stalls include home 
bakes, books, bric-à-brac and a 
raffle, for which donations are most 
welcome. 

Handmade Quilts
We are lucky to have three beautiful, 
handmade children’s patchwork 
quilts to raffle, along with a signed 
Aberdeen football. The raffles for 
these will run from 11 February and 
will be drawn at the Quiz Night in 
May. Tickets will be for sale at all our 

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

fundraising 
events and 
during the 
Coffee Shop, 
open each 
morning of the 
week. 

Quiz Night
By popular 
demand, the 
Quiz Night is 
back and will 
take place in 
May. So start 
getting your 
teams of four 
organised and 
keep an eye out 
for posters and information around 
the church for the date and further 
details. Snacks will be provided, but 
please feel free to bring your own 
bottle. All proceeds will be used for 
the Manse Appeal Fund.

If you would like to join the 
fundraising team or have any ideas 
for fundraising events, please contact 
Fiona (fiona.firth@btinternet.com) or 
Linda (Kerrlinda@aol.com).

Spring Fundraising Events


