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Ferryhill Parish Church

Come With Me: Connect & Commit
An accompanying booklet to help us think about how 
we resource the work of Ferryhill Parish Church through 
the use of our time and financial contributions.



Come With Me 
Introduction
Dear friends,

This booklet is a follow on to the Come With Me: Who Me? booklet that is 
still available if you have not had a chance to look at it and complete the 
questionnaire. 

While that first booklet helped us think about the gifts we bring to the 
service of the church, the focus of this booklet is on how we bring about 
the vision of Ferryhill Parish Church. 

What has always been true of the church of our Lord Jesus is that its work 
has been dependent on the sacrificial giving of those who have decided to 
commit themselves to Jesus’ commission to go to all nations to share the 
good news. Nothing will happen without us choosing to make it so, led by 
the Holy Spirit. 

In this booklet and the event on Sunday 10 May we are all being 
encouraged to think about the level of commitment we are willing to 
make to that wider vision in terms of what time we make available and the 
financial offerings we give. 

You will find two response sheets accompanying this booklet which we 
encourage you to complete and return to the church, placing them in the 
box provided in the foyer on Sundays.

Whether you attend the lunch-time event on 10 May or pick up this 
booklet on one of the following Sundays, we would encourage you to take 
part in this ongoing challenge to both maintain and grow our work as a 
congregation in our community. 

Yours faithfully,

Gwen Haggart, Peter Johnston, Linda Kerr, Ann Ralph and Graeme Roberts
Stewardship Planning Group
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Time
And God said, ‘Let there be 
lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and 
for seasons and for days and 
years,  and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth.’ And it was so.  

God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night—and the stars.  
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,  to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day.

These words from the first chapter of Genesis remind us that time is 
a fundamental part of God’s creation. As such, time itself should be 
recognised as a very important gift from God.

A church may be filled with people offering many different gifts and 
abilities, it also may be blessed with financial resources that can enable 
much ministry to take place, but without people offering their time to 
make that ministry happen, these would count for naught. 

We recognise the importance and value of people’s time and encourage 
you to think about your own commitment of this valuable gift within the 
work of the Kirk.
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Time for...
Having taken some time to think about your use of time, perhaps draw a 
line using a different colour to categorise what you have written on the 
table using the following categories:

• Time for God

• Time for Friends and Family

• Time for Work

• Time for Rest and Recreation

• Time for Church

Now think about the table you have drawn and the balance of time you 
spend on different activities. Is it healthy? Where are there gaps? What does 
this reveal you should be spending more time or less time doing?

Each of these are important for a healthy balanced life, and at different 
stages of life it is inevitable that some occupy much more time than others. 
At your stage of life, what time can you make available? 

I have a few hours free...
so what can I do with them?

We asked all the folks involved in different ministries and teams within the 
church to think about the time commitments involved in what they were 
doing so that those of us who can offer to commit some time to the work 
of the church know what we are getting into. 

Over the next pages you will find information to help you think about 
these opportunities. There is a short description of the nature of the 
involvement, and how frequently and how much time is involved in each 
commitment. 

Please think carefully about these and then use the response form to 
indicate areas of ministry that you would like to find out more about.
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Time Opportunities
This information has been provided by those involved in each ministry or team and 
indicates the usual pattern of commitment, but it is subject to change as each team and 
ministry develops. 

Ministry/Team Description How Often? How Long?

Worship Team Encouraging church 
members in their 
worship of God in 
church and in the 
community

5 meetings per year  
(minimum)

2 hours

Discipleship 
Team

encouraging and 
nurturing the faith 
development of all 
ages

5 meetings per year 
(minimum)

2 hours

Friendship Team encouraging 
fellowship, outreach 
and social concern 

5 meetings per year 
(minimum)

2 hours

Stewardship 
Team

enhancing the mission 
of the church by 
enabling the work 
of the other teams 
through the best use of 
the resources available

5 meetings per year 
(minimum)

2 hours

Eldership responsibility for the 
overall well-being of 
the congregation and 
for strategic decision 
making

5 meetings per year 2 hours

Area Care Teams pastoral care and 
support for those 
within an area

as required, variable approx. 1 hour per 
visit

Audio-Visual setting up 
microphones, 
operating sound 
desk, setting up and 
controlling projection 
system

8 times per year 
for either sound or 
visual 

2 hours (Sunday 
morning)
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Ministry/Team Description How Often? How Long?

Beadles ensuring the church is 
prepared and ready for 
worship

5 times per year 2 hours (Sunday 
morning)

Café Connect preparing and setting 
out food

1 or 2 times per year 1 hour

Care Home 
Services

attending or leading 
worship

10 times (attending) 
or 3 times per year 
(leading, dependent 
on number of 
volunteers)

1 hour, more if 
preparing worship

Christian Aid organise fundraising 
events, campaigning, 
attending workshops, 
organising envelopes 
and church collections

as required, variable 3-4 hours over 
3 days during 
Christian Aid Week, 
2 hours at Harvest

Coffee Shop prepare before 
opening, take orders 
and serve customers, 
tidy up

1 or 2 times per 
month

3 hours

The Cosy House preparing and 
delivering programme 
for youth

20 times per year 
(fortnightly)

2 hours for 
preparation 
meeting, 3 hours on 
night of Cosy House

Counting 
Offering

after church counting 
offering, recording 
reception of offering 
envelopes

9 times per year 15 minutes (extra 
half hour for count 
treasurer to double 
check and bank the 
offering)

Door Duty arrive at church 
50 minutes before 
service, welcome, hand 
out service sheets/
hymnbooks,  collect 
offering, tidy up

4 times per year 2 hours

Door Duty Rota organise the rota for 
door duty teams

1 time per year 2 hours
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Ministry/Team Description How Often? How Long?

Eco-
Congregation

attend local meetings 
and national 
gathering, provide 
eco tips, encourage 
congregation’s 
ecological awareness

2-3 times per year 2 hours

Fairtrade Stall setting up, running and 
clearing up

8 times per year 1 hour

Ferryhill Singers leading worship as 
part of choir, it is not 
essential to read music

3-4 times per year 45 mins practice 
(before service) 
once a week for 
3-4 weeks prior 
to involvement in 
worship

Flowers/Planters collect flowers, prepare 
and arrange at home 
or in church, tend to 
planters outside church

dependent 
on number of 
volunteers on rota

3-4 hours (longer 
at Easter, Harvest, 
Christmas and for 
Baptisms)

Fundraising organising fundraising 
events, set up, attend 
and clear up

3-4 times per year 1 hour (planning 
meetings), 5 hours 
per event

Gift Aid Treasurer shared job, recording 
giving from 
congregation who 
use standing orders, 
preparing annual Gift 
Aid claim

monthly 1 hour (longer 
when claim is being 
prepared)

Guild 
Officebearers

taking on roles of 
leadership within The 
Guild (e.g. president, 
secretary)

fortnightly (Sep-
Apr)

2 hours (longer 
to create syllabus 
annually)

Lunch Club setting up hall, serving 
food, clearing up

monthly (Sep-May) 2 hours

Malawi Group keep in touch with 
twinned congregation 
in Chigodi, attend 
presbytery Malawi 
Partnership meetings

occasional 2 hours for 
meetings
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Ministry/Team Description How Often? How Long?

Monday 
Fellowship

set up, run and clear up fortnightly (Sep-
Apr)

2 hours (longer 
to create syllabus 
annually)

Parish News Editor: preparing 
articles and images, 
contacting those 
who might wish to 
add articles, liaising 
with minister and 
administrator, proof 
reading and editing 
articles

4 times per year several hours 

Parish News 
Delivery 
Preparation

update list of members 
according to roll, 
make up bundles for 
delivery and label, 
ensure bundles go to 
deliverers

4 times per year 1.5 hours

Parish News 
Delivery

collect bundles of 
magazines, deliver 
to named/allocated 
addresses

4 times per year 30 minutes

Readers welcome congregation 
to worship, lead 
Call to Worship and 
involvement in Bible 
readings as required by 
the minister

6 times per year as part of worship

Remembrance 
Book

write personal letters 
with application form 
to next of kin for those 
whose funerals were 
taken during the year, 
organise update of 
names into book

once per year 1 day

Remembrance 
Service

involvement in 
preparation of service, 
serving refreshments

once per year 
(November)

3 hours
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Ministry/Team Description How Often? How Long?

Safeguarding 
Coordinator 
(Protection 
for Vulnerable 
Groups)

maintain 
congregational register, 
present for annual 
inspection, ensure PVG 
training information 
is circulated and new 
volunteers are PVG 
registered

6 times per year 2 hours

Sunday Coffee arrive 45 mins before 
service to set up for 
refreshments after 
the service, recruit 2 
‘servers’, clear away

2 times per year 2.5 hours (including 
service)

Sunday Club preparing and 
delivering programme 
for children

dependent 
on number of 
volunteers

1 hour preparation 
and time during 
service

Transportation picking someone up 
and bringing them to 
and from church

weekly 20 minutes 
(variable)

Website/
Facebook

providing material 
to webmaster or 
administrator, or 
directly updating 
website or facebook 
page

as often as required 20 mins per article/
post

Worship Extras special worship 
opportunities (e.g. 
labyrinth services, 
usually Christmas 
& Easter), organise 
materials and props, 
construct worship 
space, clear up

2-3 times per year around 6 hours

Worship Leading when the minister is 
away leading worship, 
preparing content 
using resources 
provided

as needed around 6 hours
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What Now?
Take time to think about your gifts 
and in what areas of the church’s 
work you would find a natural fit 
for your gifts. Then think about 
what time you can commit. 

On the accompanying response 
form please indicate to us which 
areas of the church’s work you 
would like to find out more about.

Return these forms to the church 
over the next couple of weeks, 
placing them in the box provided.
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Money
It used to be the case that when 
stewardship was mentioned 
in a church context everyone 
knew that the focus would be on 
money. We take a broader view 
of good stewardship, hence the 
encouragement to also think about 
our spiritual gifts and the gift of 
time. However, our use of our 
money and possessions is still a 
vital element in good stewardship. 

The Scriptures are filled with 
examples of the way people are to use their money and possessions, 
whether in the form of a tithe of the first fruits of the land given to the 
Israelites (Deuteronomy 26:1-15), a parable of rich and poor and unjust 
actions (2 Samuel 12:1-6) or the nature of being a righteous person (Ezekiel 
18:5-9). 

Similarly, Jesus was no stranger to talking about our use of money and 
possessions: consider the parable of the rich man building barns to store 
his abundant crops and goods (Luke 12:13-21), the rich ruler asking Jesus 
what he must do to inherit eternal life (Luke 18:18-25) or the sacrificial 
giving of the widow offering two small coins that Jesus observed (Luke 
21:1-4).

In the early Church some of the most practical comments found in Paul’s 
letters refer to money (1 Corinthians 16:1-4 or 2 Corinthians 8:1-15). 

As we think about our own use of money and possessions we do so in 
solidarity with all Christians down the ages, thinking carefully about how 
we use all these financial resources, not just thinking carefully about what 
we choose to offer for the work of the Church.

In so doing we show our gratitude to God, making a positive commitment 
to make a difference in the lives of others, our community, and the 
worship. mission and service of the Church.
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The Ins and Outs
Ensuring that the mission of Ferryhill Parish Church and the wider Church 
of Scotland can be fulfilled is a responsibility that we all share as members 
of this congregation. Part of that responsibility is financial in the support 
we can lend through regular giving to the church. There are a number 
of ways by which you can do this including weekly freewill envelopes, 
but we recommend setting up a standing order. You will find a form 
accompanying this booklet for that purpose.

We are rightly thankful 
for the generous 
giving that provides 
the greatest part of 
the church’s income, 
but we also recognise 
that our regular 
income is not currently 
meeting our regular 
expenditure. 

The summary charts 
of the regular financial 
ins and outs show this 
graphically. 

Note that these charts 
do not include one 
off income from the 
likes of grants or 
legacies, nor does it 
include expenditure 
like the repayments 
for the loan given by the Church of Scotland that allowed us to repair and 
refurbish the manse, nor the expenditure of congregational organisations 
(The Guild, Sunday Club and Summer Club, for instance).

£60,778

£53,530

£9,612

£3,441

Regular Expenditure 
in 2014

Ministry and Mission

Property costs

Local staffing

Other costs

£61,270

£30,661

£13,867

£915

£8,456 Regular Income in 2014

Offerings

Use of premises

Tax recovered on Gift Aid

Income raised from activities

Other income

Total £115,169

Total £127,361
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The £5 Challenge
What does £5 buy you these days? It may 
just be something small, but £5 is still 
valuable. This year the Clydesdale Bank 
unveiled a new polymer note that will last 
two and a half times longer than the old 
notes, staying clean and fresh for more of that 
time too. 

If the bank thinks £5 is still valuable, then so do we. 

The Challenge

Is there something you would be willing to sacrifice that costs £5 and 
instead to increase your giving to the Kirk by that amount?

If all those who give regularly by standing order or free will envelope did 
this we would help balance our income and expenditure without relying 
on other sources of income.

Only £5?

The amount by which you might seek to increase your giving is entirely up 
to you. 

Remember the poor widow Jesus watched putting her offering into the 
temple? He remarked on her actions to those around him because he 
recognised that she gave out of her substance, not out of her surplus. She 
gave counting the cost of that gift, rather 
than some of the other people who gave and 
would not even notice that they had done so, 
such was their plenty. 

The lesson Jesus wanted to make from his 
observation was that sacrificial giving cannot 
be rounded to a single figure: for some it will 
be less than £5, for others it might be much 
more. So use that £5 as a jumping off point in 
your own thoughts.
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A Humorous Offering 
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Making Your Giving Go 
Further
Gift Aid is a government scheme which 
allows the congregation (as a registered 
charity) to reclaim the tax you have already paid on the money you give in 
your offering.

How do we benefit?

Gift Aid is good news for the church because
• it increases our giving by 25%
• no minimum contribution is required
• no particular amount has to be promised
• there are no fixed terms and
• tax can be recovered retrospectively.

Who can give through Gift Aid?

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, which is annually at 
least equal to the tax which the congregation and other charities to which 
you make Gift Aid donations will reclaim on your gifts for that year.

What do I need to do?

All you need to do is to compete the Gift Aid Declaration Form, pass it to us 
and then give your offering in a way that allows Ferryhill Parish Church to 
keep a record of your giving (either by Offering Envelopes, Standing Order, 
or by cheque). 

Note that this information is held confidentially. You can 
cancel this declaration at any time by writing to the Church 
Treasurer or Gift Aid Treasurers.

What Now?
Please do consider your financial commitment. If you wish to make a 
change to a standing order or create one, please use the appropriate form. 
You can also change your standing order directly with your bank any time.
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A Prayer For Good Stewardship
Heavenly Father,  
thank you for this beautiful, rich and abundant world  
which you have created and entrusted to our care as stewards.  
In our personal finances, Lord,  
give us wisdom to manage money well  
and to practice heartfelt generosity.   
As we live each day,  
help us to treat this earth gently  
and receive its goodness with gratitude.  
Help us to remember that you are the Giver of all we have  
and to relinquish pride of ownership and be truly free. 

We pray especially for our politicians and business leaders,  
those who manage our economy  
and have responsibility to care for our environment.  

Heavenly Father,  
your word promises that you know all the material things  
that we need to live, but we find it hard to trust.  
We pray now for all those who struggle with the burden of personal debt:  
for those too frightened to face the problem,  
for couples who cannot talk about it,  
for children who cannot understand but live with the worry.  
We pray also for those who are consumed by money worries,  
anxious about jobs or homes or the future;  
those who feel they have lost control of money and cannot cope.  
We pray especially for those we know or love who are struggling.  

Heavenly Father,  
on TV, in magazines, in shops and on billboards  
we are surrounded with adverts telling us how we should look,  
what we should wear or own, drive or desire.  
We pray that you will make us aware of these pressures  
so that we are free to think and feel and act in a godly way around money.  
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Make us wise in our decisions to spend and to save,  
to borrow and to give,  
that you may be Lord in all parts of our lives.  
We pray especially for our children and young people  
who experience pressures to own and to spend  
which most of us never knew. 

Heavenly Father,  
you want us to be a generous people offering our time,  
our skills and abilities  
and our money to your service.  
Guard us, Lord, from holding tight when we should be letting go  
and honouring you as Lord of all we have.  
Especially, we pray for the work of our minister, our elders, 
and all those who carry out the ministry and mission of this church  
in our community and overseas  
and for those Christian ministries which we support. 

Heavenly Father,  
we pray for those known to us  
who watch or wait or weep today:  
the sick;  
the lonely;  
those caring for others;  
those finding it hard to care for themselves;  
for the dying and those who wait with them;  
for the bereaved. 

Generous and giving God,  
you look with compassion on all who turn to you:  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
Based on a prayer from www.stewardship.org.uk.
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Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland 
is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

Any forms you fill out can be posted into the box  
provided in the foyer of the church.

Thank you so much for taking the time to journey with us.

The next part of our Come With Me programme will be a 
Service of Recommitment on Pentecost Sunday, 24 May 2015.


