
Ferryhill Parish Church
The Church of Scotland

Advent 2
9 December 2018

11 a.m.

You are very welcome to Ferryhill Parish Church. Please sit wherever you like. If 
you are visiting then please sign the visitors’ book in the foyer. Children are always 
welcome and the foyer is available during the service should you wish to use it. 

Please note that we are experimenting with live streaming of worship. If you do not 
wish to be seen on the broadcast stream, the seating below the gallery and in the 
gallery is beyond the view of the cameras.

Today’s worship is led by:
Ian Groves (Minister)
Yvonne Haig (Reader)
Kevin Haggart (Organist)
Ian Cumming (Beadle)

The flowers in the Sanctuary are donated this week by Shelagh and James Bain to 
celebrate the birth of their grandson Fraser James.



Order of Service

Avent Song Hope is a candle CH 284
 (Verses 1 & 2)

Lighting Second Advent Candle

Call to Worship
Leader:  Peace.
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of 

Peace.
 What does Peace mean in today’s world?
 What would Peace look life in today’s world?
All: Peace was born in humility.
 Peace proclaimed by angels.
 Peace is still born in humility.
 Peace is still proclaimed by angels.

Praise O come, O come Emmanuel CH 273

Welcome and Church Notices
Prayer
Blessing of Katie Cecilia Matthew
Praise Longing for light CH 543

Reading Judges 13: 2-14, 24
There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah. His wife was barren, having borne no children. And the angel of the LORD 
appeared to the woman and said to her, ‘Although you are barren, having borne no 
children, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now be careful not to drink wine or 
strong drink, or to eat anything unclean, for you shall conceive and bear a son. No 
razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth. It is he 
who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.’ Then the woman 
came and told her husband, ‘A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like 
that of an angel of God, most awe-inspiring; I did not ask him where he came from, 
and he did not tell me his name; but he said to me, “You shall conceive and bear a son. 
So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be a 
nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.”’
Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and said, ‘O LORD, I pray, let the man of God 
whom you sent come to us again and teach us what we are to do concerning the 
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boy who will be born.’ God listened to Manoah, and the angel of God came again to 
the woman as she sat in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. So the 
woman ran quickly and told her husband, ‘The man who came to me the other day 
has appeared to me.’ Manoah got up and followed his wife, and came to the man and 
said to him, ‘Are you the man who spoke to this woman?’ And he said, ‘I am.’ Then 
Manoah said, ‘Now when your words come true, what is to be the boy’s rule of 
life; what is he to do?’ The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, ‘Let the woman give 
heed to all that I said to her. She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine. 
She is not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. She is to observe 
everything that I commanded her.’
The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD 
blessed him.

Reflection Mrs Manoah, Mr Manoah and the Angel

Offering Praise The Goodness of God 
 Words and music: The Iona Community

1. The goodness of God is the source of our gladness,
 surrounding the world with a harness of care,
 enabling surprise and allowing for sadness,
 the hope of recovery, present as air.
2. The life of the world is a heavenly treasure,
 a pleasure to ponder, a summons to move,
 a radical bias of God in creation,
 assuring the small and weakest of love.
3. The song of the earth has an infinite chorus,
 resounding from birth through the silence of death,
 expressive of anguish, frustration and laughter,
 it praises the Lord of music and breath.
4. The gifts of the poor are the means of our mending
 as, touching their need, we are healed by their pain:
 the almost forgotten are meant by the Maker
 to challenge the rich to forfeit their gain.
5. In Jesus the goodness of God was incarnate,
 the life of the world was redeemed and restored,
 the song of the earth found the key to its meaning,
 the gifts of the poor were never ignored.
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6. And Jesus is present in word and in spirit
 where all that is greatest belongs to the least,
 where sign matches song in complete correspondence
 and those who were low sit high at the feast.

Act of Dedication   Please remain standing

 Holy One,
 you are generous beyond measure;
 you freely give us so much
 and entrust us to take care of it all.
 We entrust our offerings to you today,
 taken from what we have,
 symbolic of all that we give.
 Take and use all our gifts as you will,
 may our generosity help others today and every day.
 Amen.

Praise We are marching in the light of God CH 516
1. We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching, marching, we are marching o-oh 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching, marching, we are marching o-oh, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
2. We are living in the love of God, 
 we are living in the love of God, 
 we are living in the love of God, 
 we are living in the love of God, 
 we are living, living, we are living o-oh, 
 we are living in the love of God, 
 we are living, living, we are living o-oh, 
 we are living in the love of God. 
3. We are moving in the power of God, 
 we are moving in the power of God, 
 we are moving in the power of God, 
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 we are moving in the power of God, 
 we are moving, moving, we are moving o-oh, 
 we are moving in the light of God, 
 we are moving, moving, we are moving o-oh, 
 we are moving in the light of God. 
4. We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching, marching, we are marching o-oh 
 we are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching, marching, we are marching o-oh, 
 we are marching in the light of God.

Move to Church Hall
Discussion

•  If you have one, please share one of the birth stories that is told in your own family. 
• What caught your attention from today’s birth story? 
• What pattern do you see here that is replicated in other birth stories in the bible? 
• Samson from before his birth was called to serve God: how does that concept 

relate to us today? 
• How does our upbringing shape our character? 
• What do you think about the advice given to Menoah for the pregnancy? 
• Where do you see God in this week’s birth story? 
• Menoah asks God for the angel to bring advice: what would we ask from God? 

Activity 
On the back of one of the angels write a short prayer with your request from God.

Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us the wrong we have done,
 as we forgive those who have wronged us.
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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 For the kingdom, the power 
 and the glory are yours, now and forever.
 Amen.

Praise The God of heaven is present on earth SGP 101
 J Bell and G Maule

 The God of heaven is present on earth
 in word and silence and sharing,
 in face of doubt, in depth of faith,
 in signs of love and caring.
1. Gentler than air, wilder than wind,
 settling yet also deranging,
 the Spirit thrives in human lives
 both changeless and yet changing.
2. Far from the church, outside the fold,
 where prayer turns feeble and nervous,
 the Spirit wills society’s ills
 be healed through humble service.
3. From country quiet to city riot,
 in every human confusion,
 the Spirit pleads for all that leads
 to freedom from illusion.
4. Truth after tears, trust after fears,
 God after all that denies him:
 the Spirit springs through hopeless things
 transforming what defies him.

The Grace The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the love of God
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
 be with us all
 evermore.

Spoken Amen Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
 Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
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1. The Traidcraft Christmas Appeal hopes to raise money to help secure 
a new future for producers whose livelihoods are in danger, due to the 
downsizing of Traidcraft PLC. Take a coloured, cut out bauble from the tree 
at the Traidcraft Stall and write on it your Christmas wish for people living 
in poverty. Place a donation in the box and then take your bauble home and 
hang it on your Christmas tree. Make your tree life changing this Christmas. 

2. The Big Christmas Card is back in the foyer from this week until 
Christmas. Please use it to send your Christmas wishes to your friends in 
the congregation and donate the money you save on cards to our nominated 
advent charities. You will also be saving precious time and even more 
precious natural resources.

3. Thank you to all those who helped, donated and supported the Christmas 
Fair last Saturday. There was a great atmosphere and a tremendous sum of 
just over £1800 was raised for the church development fund.

4. Ferryburn Fellowship: Our youth group will meet at the manse this evening 
at 6.30 p.m. for pizza and a film.

5. Bon-Accord Silver Bands Christmas Concert: The Bon-Accord Silver Band 
and the Bon-Accord Silver ‘B’ Band will be filling Ferryhill Church with festive 
joy and that warm fuzzy feeling of Christmas tonight at 7 p.m. The bands will 
perform a mixture of traditional and modern Christmas classics and there will 
be plenty of opportunity for you to sing along to your favourite carols. Mince 
pies and mulled wine will be available at the interval and are included in the 
ticket price of £8 for adults and £5 for concessions. Tickets will be available at 
the door.

6. We will have an extended Lunch Club on Tuesday 11 December as we are 
having a Christmas party and entertainment. Please join us for our final lunch of 
2018.

7. Discipleship Team: We will meet on Tuesday 11 December at 7.15 p.m. in the 
Foyer.

8. The Living Well Café is for people with a diagnosis of dementia or memory 
problems and their carers, and is open at the church for a Christmas party on 
Thursday 13 December between 1 and 3 p.m. This will be our final café of this 
year.

Church Notices



Useful Information

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road
Aberdeen
AB11 6UD

Minister 
Rev Peter Johnston
Tel: 01224 949192
Email: pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Office
Tel:  01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church  
of Scotland is registered in Scotland  
as a charity (SC010756).

CCL Licence No. 100868

A Seasonal Eco-Tip

Remember to recycle the foil cases along with the paper box 
from your mince pies this holiday season.

Contacts 
Please contact the Minister, Rev Peter Johnston, for information 
about Church Membership, Baptism, or being married in 
Church, or complete one of the cards available in the Hymn 
Book and hand it in as you leave.


