
Ferryhill Parish Church
The Church of Scotland

Advent 3
16 December 2018

11 a.m.

You are very welcome to Ferryhill Parish Church. Please sit wherever you like. If 
you are visiting then please sign the visitors’ book in the foyer. Children are always 
welcome and the foyer is available during the service should you wish to use it. 

Please note that we are experimenting with live streaming of worship. If you do not 
wish to be seen on the broadcast stream, the seating below the gallery and in the 
gallery is beyond the view of the cameras.

Today’s worship is led by:
Peter Johnston (Minister)
Lorna Glen (Reader)
Kevin Haggart (Organist)
Ian Cumming (Beadle)

The flowers in the Sanctuary are donated this week by Ian and Diane, remembering 
their parents with love.



Order of Service

Gathering Praise Hope is a candle CH 284
 (Verses 1 - 3)

Lighting Third Advent Candle

Call to Worship
Leader:  The third Sunday in Advent.
 A Sunday of joy.
All: Time to remember
 joy coming to Elizabeth even in her barren years,
 joy coming to us when we are least expecting it,
 joy making us smile in wonder.
Leader: May joy surprise us this morning.
 Let us worship the God of joy.

Praise Comfort, comfort now my people CH 274

Welcome and Church Notices

Reading Luke 1: 5-7

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly 
according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Prayer

Reading Luke 1: 11-25
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar 
of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But 
the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have 
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know 
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that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel 
replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the 
day these things occur.’ 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that 
he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable 
to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 
seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably 
on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 

Praise Hark the glad sound! CH 277

Reading Luke 1: 57-66
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her. 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name 
him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They 
said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his 
father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and 
wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over 
all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this 
child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah’s Story

Praise When old Zechariah saw
 Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, tune: St Denio (CH 132)

1. When old Zechariah saw what God had done,
 he knew that the promised Messiah would come.
 His speech was restored and his friends were amazed;
 recalling his words, we now offer God praise.
2.  You’ve looked down with favour and rescued your own.
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 You’ve sent us a Saviour from King David’s throne.
 The prophets once told us, “It’s part of God’s plan!”
 And now we behold this: we’re saved by your hand.
3.  You keep what you promise and so we are blest;
 in mercy you saved us when we were oppressed.
 As Abraham heard you, we’ve heard your call too;
 we’re saved, so we’ll serve you in all that we do.
4.  We thank you, O God, that John pointed the way;
 in Jesus our Lord now, we’ve seen your new day.
 In Christ, the dawn brightens and death’s shadows 

cease;
 we’ll live in your light and be guided in peace. 

Elizabeth’s Story

Offering Praise The voice of God CH 283

Act of Dedication   Please remain standing

 For prayers answered and promises kept;
 for joy in place of sorrow;
 for hope when all seemed hopeless
 for angels, with wings and without them;
 for your love embodied in a little child,
 we give you thanks, O God, and bring our gifts,
 a token of our gratitude, 
 and a pledge of our love, in Jesus’ name.
 Amen.

Praise Make way, make way CH 279
1. Make way, make way, for Christ the King
 in splendour arrives;
 fling wide the gates and welcome him
 into your lives.
 Make way, make way, for the King of kings;
 make way, make way, and let his kingdom in.
2. He comes the broken hearts to heal,
 the prisoners to free;
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 the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
 the blind shall see.
3. And those who mourn with heavy hearts,
 who weep and sigh,
 with laughter, joy, and royal crown
 he’ll beautify.
4. We call you now to worship him
 as Lord of all,
 to have no gods before him,
 their thrones must fall! 

Move to Church Hall

Discussion
• What jumped out at you after hearing or reading today’s birth story?  
• What similarities do you see to other important birth stories in the Bible? 
• Talk about what you make of the question in the story: “What will this child 

become?” 
• If you have good news to share, how do you usually go about it? 
• How might a childless couple react to this story?  
• How do you see the relationship between prayer and God’s activity in this story? 
• Where do you see people (especially the young) of great potential around us 

today? 
• What role might you have in nurturing that potential? 

Activity
On the announcement cards fill in the sentence: “My special news is...” with 
something you want to celebrate today.

Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us the wrong we have done,
 as we forgive those who have wronged us.
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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 For the kingdom, the power 
 and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Praise Now thank we all our God CH 182
1. Now thank we all our God,
 with heart and hands and voices,
 who wondrous things has done,
 in whom his world rejoices;
 who from our mothers’ arms
 has blessed us on our way
 with countless gifts of love,
 and still is ours today.
2. Oh, may this bounteous God
 through all our life be near us
 with ever-joyful hearts
 and blessed peace to cheer us,
 and keep us in his grace,
 and guide us when perplexed,
 and free us from all ills
 in this world and the next.
3. All praise and thanks to God
 who reigns in highest heaven -
 the Father and the Son
 and Spirit - now be given:
 the one, eternal God,
 whom earth and heaven adore;
 for thus it was, is now,
 and shall be evermore.

The Grace The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the love of God
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
 be with us all
 evermore.

Sung Amen Amen, amen, alleluia, amen x2
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1. Traidcraft Stall: All Christmas items are half price or less at the stall today. 
Today is also your last chance to make a donation to the Traidcraft Christmas 
Appeal. 

2. The Big Christmas Card is back in the foyer until Christmas. Please use it 
to send your Christmas wishes to your friends in the congregation and donate 
the money you save on cards to our nominated advent charities. You will also 
be saving precious time and even more precious natural resources.

3. Coffee Shop Break: Our coffee shop is now closed for its annual break 
and will reopen on Monday 14 January 2019. This will allow the team of 
volunteers, who are on duty once a fortnight, a well-earned two week break.
We look forward to welcoming you back after the festive season.

4. The Guild: We will have our Christmas party on Wednesday 19 December 
at 7.30 p.m. Please come and join in the fun.

5. Christmas Offerings: We have a number of special offerings over the 
Christmas period including at the School Service on Friday 21 December, 
the Christingle and Watchnight services. The money raised through these 
offerings will this year be split between two charities, one local - City Centre 
Work Place Chaplaincy - and one international - The Sisterland Project.

6. Instant Neighbour: Please continue to bring donations of non-perishable 
food items and toiletries to support those in need in our community.

Christmas at Ferryhill
Christmas Eve - Monday 24 December
10:00 a.m.  Christingle preparations in the Church Hall 
6:00 p.m.    Christingle Service for families
11:00 p.m.  Carol at the Kirk
11:30 p.m.  Watchnight Service 

Christmas Day - Sunday 25 December
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service - a short family service to which children are 
invited to bring along one of their presents.

Church Notices



Useful Information

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road
Aberdeen
AB11 6UD

Minister 
Rev Peter Johnston
Tel: 01224 949192
Email: pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Office
Tel:  01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church  
of Scotland is registered in Scotland  
as a charity (SC010756).

CCL Licence No. 100868

A Seasonal Eco-Tip
Christmas Gifts
Why not have a look at the children’s books on our stall in the 
Atrium. We have an ever changing selection and most are as 
good as new. Need a gift for a friend? Try the book stall in the 
Foyer. 

Contacts 
Please contact the Minister, Rev Peter Johnston, for information 
about Church Membership, Baptism, or being married in 
Church, or complete one of the cards available in the Hymn 
Book and hand it in as you leave.


