
Ferryhill Parish Church
The Church of Scotland

Advent 4
22 December 2019

11 a.m.

You are very welcome to Ferryhill Parish Church. Please sit wherever you like. If 
you are visiting then please sign the visitors’ book in the foyer. Children are always 
welcome and the foyer is available during the service should you wish to use it. 

Please note that we live stream our worship online. If you do not wish to be seen on 
the broadcast stream, the seating below the gallery and in the gallery is beyond the 
view of the cameras.

Today’s worship is led by:
Conor Fegan (Ministry Candidate), Peter Johnston (Minister) 
Edna Sainsbury (Reader)
Kevin Haggart (Organist)
Alastair King (Beadle)

The flowers in the Sanctuary are donated this week by the Flower Committee.



Order of Service

Gathering Praise People, look East CH 281

Call to Worship
Leader:  The journey to incarnation.
 The way into the future.
 The path of promise.
All:  The prophetic pilgrimage.
 The ancient adventure.
Leader: Come,
All: let us walk
 into the light of God.

Praise Hark! the herald angels sing CH 301

Welcome and Church Notices

What’s in the Advent Box?

Lighting the Advent Candle
Leader:  God is soon among us,
All:  Emmanuel.
Leader:  God is soon one of us,
All:  Emmanuel.
Leader: God is soon in flesh,
All:  Emmanuel.
Leader: God is soon beside us,
All:  Emmanuel.

Opening Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
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 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us the wrong we have done,
 as we forgive those who have wronged us.
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. 
 Amen.

Praise In the bleak midwinter CH 305

Readings Isaiah 7: 10-16
 Matthew 1: 18-25

Praise Star-Child 
 Words: Shirley Erena Murray, music: Carlton R Young

1.  Star-Child, earth-Child,
 go-between of God,
 love Child, Christ Child,
 heaven’s lightning rod:
 This year, this year
 let the day arrive
 when Christmas comes for everyone,
 everyone alive!

2.  Street child, beat child,
 no place left to go,
 hurt child, used child
 no one wants to know: 
 This year…
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3.  Grown child, old child,
 memory full of years,
 sad child, lost child,
 story told in tears: 
 This year…

4.  Spared child, spoiled child,
 having, wanting more,
 wise child, faith child,
 knowing joy in store: 
 This year…

5.  Hope-for-peace Child,
 God’s stupendous sign,
 down-to-earth Child,
 Star of stars that shine: 
 This year…

Reflection God Gives a Sign

Message Signs of Life

Ferryhill Singers A little child there is born
  Words: Anon. 15th century, music: Christopher Wiggins

The Offering

Act of Dedication   Please remain standing
 In a season of giving,
 we give of ourselves,
 a symbol of which giving
 we place here on the table.
 May we be part of your good news,
 not in word
 or print
 but in living relationships,
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 subtitles for the world,
 that tell those we need
 and those who need us,
 love is among us.
 May we give of ourselves
 to this joyful, life-affirming end. 
 Amen.

Prayer for Others and Ourselves

Praise On Christmas night all Christians sing CH 294

Sending

The Grace The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the love of God
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
 be with us all
 evermore.

Sung Amen Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
 Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
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1. The Big Christmas Card is available in the foyer until Christmas. Please 
use it to send your Christmas greetings to your friends in the congregation 
and leave a donation to our nominated Advent charities Archway and Stella’s 
Voice. You will also be saving precious time and even more precious natural 
resources.

2. Traidcraft Christmas Appeal: At the Traidcraft stall, choose a bauble from 
the tree and write on it your wish for people living in poverty. Take it home and 
hang it on your Christmas tree as a reminder of those whose lives are a struggle. 
Pop your donation in the box. The money will be sent to Traidcraft to support 
producers like Mathew who is blind because his family couldn’t afford to pay £10 
when he was a child for a simple eye operation.

3. Stamp Appeal: Our stamp appeal has been very successful so far with one 
and a half kilos of stamps collected. With Christmas just round the corner 
there are more opportunities to collect stamps to support the Chigodi 
Women’s Centre. If you are able to participate in this appeal you can collect a 
recycled stamp collecting ‘Post Van’ from the Coffee Shop to fill with stamps 
during the Christmas season or you can simply put any used stamps in the 
box in the Atrium. Thank you for your continued support.

4. The Living Well Cafe are collecting tokens from the P&J newspaper for the 
chance to win a minibus. If you get the paper please cut the tokens out and 
put them in the box in the Atrium. Thank you.

5. Christingle Preparation: Families are invited to the Church Hall at 10 a.m. 
on Christmas Eve to prepare the Christingles for the evening service.

6. The Church Office will be closed from Wednesday 25 December to 2 
January inclusive.

7. City-Wide Prayer Gathering: the final gathering of this year takes place at 
The Father’s House, Caroline Place, AB25 2TH. All are welcome between 
6.30 and 7.30 p.m. on Friday 27 December.

8. Instant Neighbour: Christmas can be a difficult time for many so please 
continue to bring donations of non-perishable food items and toiletries to 
support those in need in our community.

Church Notices



Useful Information

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road
Aberdeen
AB11 6UD

Minister 
Rev Peter Johnston
Tel: 01224 949192
Email: pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Office
Tel:  01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church  
of Scotland is registered in Scotland  
as a charity (SC010756).

CCL Licence No. 100868

Eco-Tip
Eco-friendly Christmas wrapping
Consider wrapping your gifts with reusable wrapping materials 
and decorate them with a spring of holly instead of using 
throwaway tags and ribbons.

Contacts 
Please contact the Minister, Rev Peter Johnston, for information 
about Church Membership, Baptism, or being married in 
Church, or complete one of the cards available in the Hymn 
Book and hand it in as you leave.


