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COLOURS, RAINBOWS, LIFE
Minister’s
Message

Colours. Hues.
Rainbow. Spectrum.
Chromatics.
We have many
different words that describe the
visual spectrum of light that we
humans perceive: the kaleidoscope
of different colours that surround us.
I watched two films recently where
colour was used to great effect. One
is not surprising: Darren Aronofsky’s
film ‘NOAH’, a fantastic reworking of
the epic deluge story from Genesis
in which, for the most part, colour
is little in evidence apart from the
scenes in which God is at work
communicating a hope for the future,
and ultimately in the pulsing colours
that fill the sky as life continues on at
the close of the story.
The second film was a documentary
called ‘Camp 14: Total Control Zone’
in which Shin Dong-hyuk tells his
life story having been born in the
Kaechon internment camp in North
Korea. It is a powerful story, and
follows a number of recent books
written by or about people who have
escaped North Korea. The stories
they tell are horrific and eye opening.
The lack of colour evident on the
streets of North Korea is symbolic
of the quashing of any individuality
within the population. Colour, or its
lack, can tell you much.
During Autumn we begin to see
the beginning of the natural cycle
to desaturate the palette of colours
around us. The bright greens, blues,

yellows and reds of
summer make way for
oranges and browns as
the leaves turn, before
winter arrives and the
palette becomes almost
monochromatic.

Whereas for the people
of North Korea there is
tragically precious little
hope of a dawn of new
life and opportunity,
and the palette
remains resolutely
monochromatic unless
you can escape the
regime’s clutches, we
know that the seasonal removal
of colour around us is part of the
natural process and will be followed
by an explosion of riotous colour
next year.
As we enter that period in our year
when colours are more subdued,
please think about, pray for, and find
out what you can do to advocate and
speak out for those who permanently
live in places or situations where the
prospect of a new dawn is a distant
and often forlorn hope.
At the end of the Noah story, God
says, “When I send clouds over the
earth, the rainbow will appear in
the clouds, and I will remember
my covenant with you and with all
living creatures. Never again will the
floodwaters destroy all life.” Sadly,
we, as humanity, still get this wrong
today, and dark clouds hang over
troubled areas like North Korea. Yet
even so, glimmers of colour and
exuberant life spill out. Hope always
finds a way.

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Enjoy this issue of Parish News,
and do pop in to your parish Kirk
whenever you can, you will be very
welcome.
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Ferryhill Parish Church

Church News
Paying Respects At The
Menin Gate

At the beginning of August, Nigel
Firth, one of the elders at Ferryhill
Kirk, was present at the wreath
laying before the Menin Gate in
Ypres, Belgium, commemorating the
centenary of the start of the Great
War. Nigel writes from Belgium,
“Since 1927, the Fire Brigade of
Ypres have performed the Last Post
ceremony every evening at the
Menin Gate. This has now grown into
a much larger event.
“To be allowed to participate and lay
a wreath is an honour. To lay a wreath
to commemorate the 94 members of
Ferryhill Parish Church who died in
World War One was very special.
“This was made even more special
because the wreath was laid on
the 4th August 2014, the 100th
anniversary of Great Britain declaring
war on Germany. Over 2,000 people
were present.”

Lunch Club
The Lunch Club resumes on
Tuesday 2 September 2014 and
meets every Tuesday in the Large
Hall at 12:30 p.m. during School
Term until the end of May 2015.
This is an opportunity for anyone
over 50 to enjoy fellowship and a
two course lunch followed by tea
and biscuits at a cost of just £4 per
meal.
“You don’t get better
fed many places!”

“I’m not a church goer nor
a believer, yet I am always
made to feel welcome here.”
“The meals are always
very good.”
This is an extremely happy group
helped in no small part by the
willing volunteers who set up and
serve the meals each week.
New helpers are of course more
than welcome whether it be to
assist in the kitchen or to set up
tables and chairs in the hall. A rota
system is in operation meaning
that at the moment attendance
is required approximately once a
month.
For further information please
contact Cecilia Young on 01224
581382 or by email at
cecilia.young@hotmail.co.uk.

We are launching something new this
autumn: Café Connect. This is open
to all, and may appeal particularly
to those of you who might like to be
part of a group that do things a bit
differently from church as you used to
know it.
Gathering monthly in the relaxed
surroundings of the café in the foyer
of the church with refreshments
and snacks available, this is a great
opportunity to meet up with people
and make new friends. We will focus
on a particular theme or topic at each
gathering and let the conversation
flow from there. This is a safe place to
ask questions, to discuss with each
other, and to think about what God’s
perspective might be on the issues we
look at.
See the diary listings in this issue or
visit the website for more information.

Pre-Christmas Fundraising
Fashion Event
Plans are underway for a Fashion
Accessories Show with cheese and wine
to be held in the Church Hall on Friday
14 November, presented by Kaga Gifts
Ltd of Fyvie.
There will be a wide variety of gifts
from the shop on sale too so this will
be a great chance to do Christmas
shopping without the usual hassle. A
raffle will be run during the evening.
More details about ticket sales will be
given nearer the time so watch out for
posters.
You can read more about Kaga Gifts
Ltd on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/KAGA-Gifts-Ltd.
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Kirk Activities

Diary

Ferryhill Parish Church has a range of
excellent facilities, which are used by
both church organisations and local
groups throughout the year. There are
activities to suit all ages and interests,
so if you are new to the area or are
looking around for something for you
or other family members to do locally,
please check our Activities menu on
the church website, where you will find
information about each group as well
as contact details.

September Services

Each morning, there are activities
for pre-school children organised by
Kids at Ferryhill and for school age
children, there are Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides who meet in the evening
during the school term for games,
crafts, projects, fundraising and
teamwork opportunities. On Sunday
mornings, the Sunday Club caters
for all ages of children in their own
designated den, where they have lots

of fun learning through play, crafts,
stories and singing. Children who
enjoy drama will love Phoenix Youth
Theatre, a performing theatre school
which offers an exciting theatrical
experience to children aged 4-18.
There are lots of activities for adults
too: Bowling, Badminton and Taoist
Tai Chi for those who want some
exercise, the Ferryhill Singers and
Concordia String Orchestra for those
with an interest in music, Lunch Club
and Monday Fellowship for the over
50’s and The Guild which is a national
Church of Scotland organisation for
men and women of all ages.
For more information about
the different organisations and
activities, please have a look at the
comprehensive church website:
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Sunday 7 September
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Flood and Promise”
Sunday Club & Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer
Sunday 14 September
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Sacred Stages”
Sunday Club & Crèche
Tuesday 16 September
12:10 Mid-week service in the
Memorial Chapel
Sunday 21 September
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Keep Calm and Carry On”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion

Blooming Great

Sunday 28 September
11:00 Worship for all ages
“A Toe in the Water”
Sunday Club & Crèche

The flower tubs outside the church
are looking lovely thanks to generous
donations from members of the
congregation and also from Dobbies
Garden Centre, who have twice
donated a significant amount of plants
during the last 12 months.

Care Home Services

Thanks are due also to the ladies
and gentleman who regularly plant,
weed and take care of the tubs. Not
only do they provide a beautiful and
colourful welcome to worshippers on a
Sunday, and those who use the church

Youth Group

Wednesday 3 September
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 28 September
18:00 Maryfield East

buildings, but they also brighten up
our corner of Ferryhill and are admired
by many passers-by.
Anyone who wishes to donate money
towards the upkeep of the tubs or
who would like to help to maintain
them should contact Margaret Emslie
on 01224 704129 or by email at
m.a.emslie@btinternet.com.

Sunday 14 September
18:30 Church Foyer
Sunday 28 September
18:30 Church Foyer
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Handpicked for Autumn
Traidcraft, the UK’s leading Fairtrade
organisation, is helping customers
prepare for the autumn season with
the launch of its new catalogue.
The new Traidcraft
range offers hundreds of
ethical products, which
celebrate indigenous
craftsmanship from
Africa, Asia and Latin
America. They are
available locally from the
Ferryhill Church Fairtrade
Stall, or online at www.
traidcraftshop.co.uk or
via the customer order
line on 0845 330 8900.

The brand new fair trade
range features beautifully
handcrafted homewares,
stylish jewellery and
accessories, children’s toys
and food.
Each piece is unique – and
each has its
own story. The
distinctive Stone
Plaited Choker
(page 55) and
Midnight Velvet
Purse (page 56),
are made at Tara Projects
in India.
Sofia Khan (pictured
right) used to be a
packer/checker at Tara
Projects and trained to

make jewelry. She is not married and is
the sole provider for her mother, who
is blind, and the rest of the family. Her
message to Traidcraft was: “Thanks
for the work. We hope it will continue
because it means a lot for us.”

Messy Church and New Youth Group
New Youth Group

Making Time For Family
Life with a family is hectic and busy.
As parents, wanting the best for your
children and family, you are always
balancing what you do for your
children and what you do with your
children.
At Ferryhill Parish Church we are
planning to introduce in the near
future Messy Church which will
offer a monthly dose of creativity,
friendship and worship to which
children and their families, from
siblings to grandparents will be
invited.

This is based around a nationally
recognised programme used in many
churches that purposefully helps
families to explore faith together in
an interactive way.
Snacks, arts, crafts, games, stories
and music in a friendly setting are all
part of Messy Church. Each gathering
will end with a short message, song
and prayer based on the theme.
Want to help make this happen?
If you, as a parent or grandparent,
might be interested in volunteering
to be a part of a new Messy Church
team, please contact Peter Johnston
on 01224 949192 or by email at
peter.johnston@ferryhillparishchurch.org
or contact the church office.

We are beginning a new group for
young people from Primary 7 up to
Secondary 6 ages that will meet in
the church foyer twice a month on
the second and fourth Sundays from
6:30 p.m.
It is so new that we do not yet have
a name for this group, that will be
something for the young people to
think about themselves.
The Youth Group will give young
people chances to be creative, to
talk and discuss, to build friendships,
to share some food and think about
issues that may be impacting on
them at their stage in life within a
safe environment in a Christian ethos.
Please contact the church office if
you would like more information.
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FERRYHILL QUIZ Diary
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Are residents of this place avid readers of Sir Walter Scott?
A river, a street and a place.
Outdoor Centre in this place.
Terrace designed by Archibald Simpson. Sounds like the sea.
Place with the name of a tree.
These streets have the name of an old brewery.
Park named after a generous lady.
Place, court and lane. Sounds Scottish.
At the end of this road is Ferryhill Library.
A type of cement street?
In this street, one would expect good fellowship.
Ancient Road.
Is it always sunny in this street?
Do future hopefuls stay in this terrace?
Gardens: site of an old orphanage.
This street is where you might put your money.
Did the Iron Duke cross this bridge?
Medical Practice.
This drive in springtime might have inspired Wordsworth.

Sunday 5 October (Harvest)
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Starters for Ten”
Sunday Club and Crèche
Christian Aid envelopes will
be available in the foyer for
the Harvest collection.
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer
Sunday 12 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Celebrations and
Confessions”
Sunday 19 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Man in the Mirror”
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion
Tuesday 21 October
12:10 Mid-week service in the
Memorial Chapel
Sunday 26 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Wisdom’s Child”
Sunday Club and Crèche

Care Home Services
Wednesday 1 October
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 26 October
18:00 Maryfield East

Youth Group
Sunday 12 October
18:30 Church Foyer
Sunday 26 October
18:30 Church Foyer

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an
extensive suite of rooms and halls
available for let. If you would like
to enquire about a hall let please
contact the office or email
ferryhill-bookings@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Craft Fair and Coffee
Morning

Albury Outdoor Sports
Centre Volunteer and
Members Event
Ferryhill’s popular outdoor sports
centre in Albury Road is holding an
end of season event for its volunteers
and members to thank them for their
continuing support.
Albury Outdoor Sports Centre is a
working partnership between the local
community and Sport Aberdeen and
is run by volunteers. In addition to
tennis, bowls & putting, the Centre is
also home to Crathes Croquet Club, a
walking group and an older persons’
wellbeing group.

Saturday, 8 November 2014
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Harlaw Academy, Albyn Place.
Entry is £2 adult/£1 child and includes
refreshments.
Enjoy a relaxing morning of music
from Harlaw Academy’s talented
musicians with coffee/tea/biscuits and
browse and shop for unique gifts from
local artists.

Calling All Residents in
Ferryhill and Ruthrieston
Residents (particularly those
in Ruthrieston), the Ferryhill &
Ruthrieston Community Council
needs you to get involved. You are
very welcome to come along to our
meetings
At meetings we discuss local planning
issues, traffic and parking, licensing
applications, funding opportunities
for local groups and many other
local issues. We regularly have city
councillors, police and wardens in
attendance at the meetings.
Where?
Ferryhill Community Centre
Albury Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6TN.

The event will be held on Saturday
27 September, 1-4 p.m. Light
refreshments and BBQ available.
All Albury volunteers and members are
welcome. RSVP before 26 September
to enquiries@alburysportscentre.org.

Ferryhill Kirk Plans Ahead for the Electric Future
The Evening Express carried an article in August about the plans by Ferryhill
Parish Church to install an electric vehicle charging point for the parking spaces
available at the back of the church.
At the time of writing the church is still awaiting planning permission from the
city council, though funding for this charging point has been agreed by the
Energy Saving Trust and the charger will be available for all to use when parking
space is available.
It is hoped that this addition to the growing network of publicly available
charging points will help people consider the opportunities of running an
electric vehicle themselves.
For more about running an electric vehicle, do have a look at our minister’s blog
on the church website which has regular updates on life with an EV.

When?
Last Wednesday of every month at
7:30 p.m.
For further information, please email
chairman@fr-cc.org.
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LifeStraw Appeal Diary
Sunday Club Project

November Services

As a part of the LifeStraw Appeal run
by Hamilton Presbytery the children
of the Ferryhill Sunday Club were hard
at work before the summer learning
about the importance of clean water
in preventing illness and allowing
vulnerable people a better chance in
life.

Sunday 2 November (All Saints)
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Wash & Go”
including Holy Communion
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Remembrance Service in
the Memorial Chapel
Sunday 9 November
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Vision and Reality”
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday Club and Crèche
Sunday 16 November
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Rumour Has It”
Sunday Club and Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

In the service held on 29 June the
children told all the congregation what
they had learnt using large posters
they had created and a video showing
them scooping dirty water from
puddles outside the church to run
through the LifeStraw filtration system
before they drank the clean water that
filtered through.
As a result of the children’s efforts at
fundraising, and their invitation to
invite the congregation to place a
donation into their massive Smarties
tube, almost £400 was raised for the
LifeStraw appeal.

Tuesday 18 November
12:10 Mid-week service in the
Memorial Chapel
Sunday 23 November
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Gateways to Grace”
Sunday Club and Crèche
Sunday 30 November
11:00 Worship for all ages
Sunday Club and Crèche

This is in addition to the £90 collected
at the Ferryhill School Easter service
and a share of the £395 raised by
Stevie Lyon’s sponsored walk at the
end of May. Well done, everyone!

Groovy Growits
Groovy Growits is a gardening club for
children aged 8-15 years. It meets on
the last Sunday of every month in the
education greenhouse at the Winter
Gardens, Duthie Park, from 2-3:30 p.m.
Club members can expect to take part
in any or all of the following:
• Talks and practical activities,
including soil testing.
• Grow bulbs and seeds, take
cuttings, grow a bonsai.
• Plant and help maintain an outdoor
plot.
• Enter exhibits at shows and maybe
win a prize!
• Visit gardens and wildlife centres.

New members are always welcome.
If you are interested, please contact
Lesley Glasser on 01224 712605 or
email: lesleyglasser@btinternet.com.
For more information and pictures of
last session’s events, visit the website
at: https://sites.google.com/site/
rhsaberdeen/groovy-growits.

Care Home Services
Wednesday 5 November
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 23 November
18:00 Maryfield East

Youth Group
Sunday 9 November
18:30 Church Foyer
Sunday 23 November
18:30 Church Foyer

Roll Up To The Circus
Summer Club 2014

This year’s circus-themed Summer Club was an
amazing week with all of Pepperoni the Ring
Master’s circus troupe as they made preparations
for a special show for the Queen. Through the
drama, songs, news reports, stories, games
and activities we all learnt a little more about
ourselves and how we can live with each other.
A huge thank you to all of the Summer Club
Team who made this week possible for all the
children and young people who joined the
circus.
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