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On A Hill Far Away
Minister’s Message

Y

ou know how it is when you live
in an area for years and think you
know it well but then find some new
discovery? That happened for me this
year as I joined the procession that
left St Mary’s Cathedral in the middle
of the city on Good Friday, the Friday
on which the church remembers the
death of Jesus, and walked out of town
behind a cross all the way to Kincorth

Hill. It is a long-standing tradition in
the city, but one I had never been on
before and neither had I ever walked
to the top of Kincorth Hill.
It was a walk held in silence in the
early morning light until we reached a
point at which we could overlook the
whole of the city of Aberdeen. It was
a poignant reminder for all of us who
profess to following in Jesus’ way that
he too had to walk with a cross to a
hillside outside a city.
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Part of what that
means for us as a
church is thinking
about how we can
help people in their
moments of greatest need. One of
those moments is at a time of loss and
bereavement. In these moments the
church still today offers great support
and can help families during that
difficult process.

Fundraising

Part of that process is the
funeral service which is
an important early step in
moving forward with loss.
I am delighted to say that
one of our elders, Yvonne
Haig, has received training
in order to become a
Church of Scotland Funeral
Celebrant. Yvonne told
me: “I feel that the leading of funeral
services is a role that God has called
me to undertake. It is a huge privilege
to support families as they prepare to

Jesus had a heart for the city of
Jerusalem, lamenting the troubles that
afflicted it in his day: an example of
his compassion and love for people
in need who were let down by their
leaders. We too prayed for the city
and all its residents on Good Friday
morning.
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say farewell to a loved one who has
passed away, and to carry out their
wishes in the delivery of the funeral
service itself.”
This is all a part of how we serve each
other through our moments of need.
With every blessing.
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Church News
do keep the tubs looking colourful and
cheerful for most of the year. We do
appreciate these as we pass by.

Living Well Café

T

he Living Well Project is a Christian
Charity set up by Newhills
Parish Church. It began in 2010 by
establishing a Befriending Service for
the lonely and isolated. The Living
Well Café was then set up in 2015,
in partnership with Aberdeen City
Council, NHS Grampian and Alzheimer
Scotland. The Project is overseen by
a Management Team from Newhills
Church.
Our Living Well Café at Ferryhill, which
aims to support people with memory
loss or dementia, their families and
carers, opened on Thursday 20 April
and was well attended by our Café
Friends and an enthusiastic group of
volunteers. The café offers a relaxed
and safe place, with a variety of
optional activities, craft, singing and
light exercise along with some time to
reminisce looking over old photos or
chatting about past events.
The Living Well Café is held at the
church every second Thursday from
18 May, opening between 1-3 p.m. If
you know of anyone who would like
to come and meet other people or
simply have a friendly chat with us,
please contact either Rita King (01224
572391) or Shona Matthew (01224
704378).
Our pool of volunteers is always willing
to welcome more members so if this

new venture appeals to you, please do
not hesitate to contact either Rita or
Shona for more information.

Future Fundraisers

P

ull out your diary and add a
few dates for the autumn. The
Fundraising Team are planning
another Table Top Sale for Saturday
9 September, a Charity Shop Fashion
Show for the end of September, a
Bingo Night at the Ashvale on Friday
10 November, the Christmas Fair on
Saturday 2 December and a Burns
Supper on 26 January 2018. There
is a lot coming up! More specific
information to come in the next issue
of Parish News.

Caring For Nature

A

s an aspiring Eco-congregation,
one of our responsibilities at
Ferryhill Kirk is to care for Creation, or
the natural world around us. In our
church grounds we do not have a lot
of scope, but our team of flower ladies

In our gardens at home we are
encouraged to make our patch wildlife
friendly. This can be done by putting
out food and water for the birds,
planting small trees or shrubs for
them to roost in, avoiding pruning
at nesting time, planting bee and
butterfly friendly flowers, and leaving
patches of longer grass with a few
weeds to harbour insects, which may
be food for the birds, or a habitat for
caterpillars or butterfly larvae. Small
piles of wood can also become a mini
habitat. We are encouraged to try to
minimise the use of insecticides and
weed killers. All this may be difficult for
those used to neat lawns, weed free
beds and tidy gardens. But for those
who are busy, it can be a blessing!
Relax, let nature take its course, to a
certain extent, and feel good about it.
Holes or gaps in the bottom of fences
may allow access for hedgehogs, who
are becoming increasingly rare.
And what about our beautiful
but shrinking countryside? Road
development, housebuilding and
intensive agriculture can threaten so
many of our wild places. However, we
can support the organisations that are
working to save some of our special
habitats. The Scottish Wildlife Trust
maintains reserves all over Scotland.
The website www.scottishwildlifetrust.
org gives details of all the local sites
and information on access. The RSPB
has the motto “Giving Nature a Home.”
They campaign to protect special sites,
including marine conservation areas,
and work to eradicate wildlife crime.
The website www.rspb.org.uk gives
lots of useful information on how to
attract birds and other wildlife to your
garden and where to go to see birds.
So let’s get out and about this
summer in our gardens, parks, woods,
moorland and beaches and see what
we can see. Enjoy your summer!

Parish News

3

Diary
June 2017 Services
Sunday 4 June (Pentecost)
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Spirit” including
Sacrament of Communion
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

T

he school holidays this year are
a week longer than usual which
means that our Summer Holiday Club
is going to be taking place a week later
from Monday 7 to Sunday 14 August.
This is going to be an amazing week
for all the primary school children who
attend (and for those volunteering
their time to plan and run the club).
Professor A.M.A.Zing and the lab
assistants will lead the children
through some incredible experiments,
fun songs, creative crafts, and
energetic games each day. We will
be exploring one of the most famous
stories of all during the week: the story

Wednesday 7 June
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home
of Moses and the people trapped in
slavery in Egypt.
We would ask for a small donation of
£1 per child per day to help cover the
costs of what is sure to be another
brilliant week.
More information is available from
summerclub@ferryhillparishchurch.org
and you can book online at the church
website.

Fundraising @ Ferryhill

T

hroughout the year a team of
enthusiastic volunteers plan a
varied programme of events designed
to give enjoyment while, at the same
time, raising funds for the church.
These go to pay off a loan for repairs
and renovations that occurred at the
manse in 2013. We have two more
years of payments to go! These events
would not be successful without the
support of church members and the
wider community in Ferryhill. We thank
you for that support!
This year, so far, we have had two Table
Top Sales, each raising over £400. At
these sales members of the public pay
for a table top and sell their own goods
but we also have a church book, brica-brac and home bakes stall selling
donations. We also run a very popular
raffle, which is drawn at the end of the
event.
The team provided home bakes and

refreshments at the interval of the
Strathspey and Reel Society Concert in
April, taking in almost £200.
From February to May we have been
selling tickets to win one of three
beautiful patchwork quilts and an
Aberdeen Football Club signed
football. As we go to print, these have
raised £200 and the amount is still
rising.
All year round we have paperbacks for
sale in the coffee shop at 50p or 3 for
£1 and some beautiful greetings cards,
hand made by Margaret Emslie. We are
also registered with Easy Fundraising
(https://www.easyfundraising.org.
uk) so if you buy anything online
please consider doing it through Easy
Fundraising as the church can benefit
at no extra cost to yourself.

Sunday 11 June (Trinity)
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Joy”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group
in Church Hall & Foyer
Sunday 18 June
11:00 Worship for all ages
“How Long?”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion
Sunday 25 June
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Following the Shepherd”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group
in Church Hall & Foyer

Streaming Services
Each Sunday morning we are now live
streaming our worship services on
our YouTube channel. These are then
also available to view later at your
convenience. This is a great way for
people who find themselves unable to
leave their homes to be a part of our
worshipping community, or for those
who have missed a Sunday to catch up
with the message. Open YouTube and
search for Ferryhill Parish Church to
find our channel and please subscribe.
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TRAIDCRAFT AT FERRYHILL
T

he Traidcraft Team at Ferryhill
Church are delighted with the
arrival of a stylish new display/storage
cupboard which was hand crafted by
Noel Hughson, one of our members
and a skilled woodworker. Thanks to
Noel’s expertise and hard work, we no
longer have to transport our products
to and from an awkward cupboard
under the stairs into the main hall and
onto a table every Sunday morning.
Thanks to its smooth castors and
sturdy handles, our new cupboard can
be pulled along easily and opened
to reveal all our products stored on
adjustable shelves. Our customers
agree that it is a great improvement.
We stock Traidcraft products from
across the developing world and are
committed to supporting small-scale
farmers, workers and artisans to trade
their way out of poverty and help
them, their families and communities
to flourish. Our tea and coffee ranges
are very popular, as are the chocolate
bars, but we also stock a range of other
products including biscuits, sweets,
jams and spreads, juice, nuts, chutneys
and sauces, and household products
such as kitchen roll, hand wash and
soap.
The reason we choose Traidcraft
products is because Traidcraft is
different. You will all be used to seeing
the FAIRTRADE Mark on products in
shops and supermarkets and that has
been a great success. But Traidcraft is
about more than just fair trade: they
focus on the most marginalised groups
in developing countries, often working
with suppliers that mainstream
businesses would choose not to work
with. They try to understand suppliers’
problems and assist in finding
solutions. They try to ensure that
the people who make or grow their
products are connected to the people
who buy them by telling their stories
and showing their pictures.
There are many types of products
that are not covered by the standards

that allow a Fairtrade Mark to be
applied. Traidcraft invests time to
ensure the key principles of Fair
Trade are followed so that they
can call a product ‘fair trade’ even
when that product does not carry a
Fairtrade Mark. And they are pioneers
in campaigning for fairer trading
throughout the world. The most
recent campaign, in partnership with
the Fairtrade Foundation and Global
Citizen, resulted in a petition signed
by over 38,000 people calling on the
post-election government to put in
place measures to safeguard people
who trade with us from the poorest
countries during any BREXIT trade
deals.
If you would like to buy Traidcraft
products, please visit our stall at
Ferryhill Church on
Sunday mornings,
or buy something
from the Treats
Box in the foyer
during coffee shop
times. You can also
order from the catalogue (available in
the Coffee Shop) or from the website
(www.traidcraftshop.co.uk). If you
order through the Traidcraft Stall, you

won’t have to pay any postage and
your goods will be delivered to you.
Contact Shelagh Bain 01224 588744
shebain@hotmail.co.uk for orders or if
you would like someone to come and
talk about Traidcraft to your group or
organisation.

Instant Neighbour

I

t is a sad fact that many people in
the UK increasingly find themselves
relying on food banks. Aberdeen,
despite its wealth and status as the Oil
Capital of Europe, is no exception. There
are many reasons why people have to
turn to food banks including waiting for
benefits or increases in heating costs
and Instant Neighbour report that the
numbers in need of their service are
increasing every year. Last year they
gave out about 4,000 food parcels.
There is a trolley in the church for
donations of non-perishable or tinned
food, so please consider buying some
extra items when you do your own
food shopping and leaving them in the
trolley. Your generosity provides vital
help to families trapped in poverty here
in our own city.
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Pushing Out The Boat Diary

O

ne of the foremost
publications in the North
East is Pushing Out The Boat. The
Pushing Out The Boat (POTB) Team
have just announced that the
latest edition of the magazine is
now available. It boasts an array
of inspiring work from talented
authors, poets and artists,
along with a glowing foreword
by novelist and poet Wayne
Price and the artist’s personal
inspiration for the cover image.
All that plus this year’s special
bonus: a free POTB bookmark.
Issue 14 is available in the shops
as well as the Ferryhill Church
Coffee Shop or to order online at
http://www.pushingouttheboat.
co.uk/order-online/.
Revealed for this new issue is a
stunning new cover based on
the print Violetta and Alfredo’s
Escape by Tom Hammick, which he has
generously allowed POTB to use. Tom
Hammick won the 2016 V&A Prize at
the International Print Biennale and
his work is on display in major public
and corporate collections. Based in
Southern England, he is also printing
new editions at Peacock Visual Arts
in Aberdeen, where he was Artist-inResidence in 2016.

July 2017 Services
Sunday 2 July
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Thanksgiving”
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer
Sunday 9 July
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Music”
Sunday 16 July
11:00 Worship for all ages
“One with Christ”
Sunday 23 July
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Diversity in Unity”
Sunday 30 July
11:00 Worship for all ages
“One Body”

August 2017 Services
POTB has a regular newsletter to
which you can sign up at http://www.
pushingouttheboat.co.uk/join-us/.

Sunday 6 August
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Prepared and Ready”

You can also connect on social
media: share your comments and
inspirations on Twitter (@POTB13) and
Facebook https://en-gb.facebook.com/
pushingouttheboat.

Sunday 13 August
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Academy of Amazing
Things”
at the end of the Summer
Club

SILENCE by SCORSESE

T

he great film director Martin
Scorsese released a film earlier this
year based on a historical novel by
the Japanese Catholic author Shūsaku
Endō. The film, Silence, follows two
young Portuguese Jesuit priests in
17th century Japan trying to find their
mentor. Word has reached them that
their faithful hero, played by Liam
Neeson, has renounced his faith.
What follows is an epic journey both
across the world and of the heart as
the priests, Rodrigues and Garupe, face
the persecutions unfolding against

Christian communities in Japan,
their own weakness, doubt, and the
challenge that an imposed faith can
have on cultures. However of primary
concern in Scorsese’s film is the role
of inner and outward faith. Can inner
faith handle an outward rejection of
Jesus if it means saving a community
or oneself?
We will watch this film as part of our
final Café Connect on 5 June starting
at 6 p.m. with an opportunity to talk
about the film afterwards. All are
welcome to join us.

Sunday 20 August
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Baptism”
Sunday Club and Crèche
Sunday 27 August
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Lord’s Supper Preparation”
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group
in the Church Hall & Foyer

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an
extensive suite of rooms and halls
available for let. If you would like
to enquire about a hall let please
contact the office or email
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.
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Ferryhill School Art Project

F

erryhill School have been working
in partnership with Robert Gordon
University second year art students
to update their corridor walls with
artwork.
Students Leila Kleineidam and Sofia
Zhan, as part of a project for their
studies, approached the school
with the offer to paint murals on the
internal walls.
In collaboration with the school,
they built their ideas around the
Convention for the Rights of the Child.
Leila and Sofia focussed on the main
principles of Children’s Rights with
their designs, built around the themes
of the rights to education, life and
good health and the rights to a say
in all matters, equality and building a
sustainable future.
In keeping with the school’s drive
towards pupil voice, child members
of the school’s Rights Respecting
Committee were consulted and ideas
were adapted and put into fruition.
The results have been stunning and
have created valuable discussion
between pupils, staff and visitors to
the school.
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Albury Update

T

he Albury Outdoor Sports Centre
has re-opened for the new season
and offers affordable tennis, bowling
and putting to the general public
on a pay and play basis or by annual
membership.
Aberdeen & Crathes Croquet Club also
operate out of the centre.
The Albury Management Committee
in conjunction with Sport Aberdeen is
currently waiting for essential repairs
to be carried out on the centre’s two
pavilions. Whilst this does not stop the
centre from operating, it means that
there are limited toilet and changing
facilities and the refreshment area for
group use is minimal. It is hoped that
the necessary work can be carried
out as soon as possible and that the

full range of
facilities will be
made available
once more
to the many
groups who use
the centre.
Albury
Outdoor Sports
Centre is a
working partnership between Sport
Aberdeen and local residents and is
run by volunteers. New volunteers
are essential to keep this community
facility open. No experience is required
and new volunteers are always
welcome.
For further information contact
volunteers@alburysportscentre.org.

Duthie Park Activities

O

ne of the
main leisure
facilities in our
community
is always an
attractive place
to visit especially
during the
summer months.
Whether it is
being a place to
relax, take the
children to play,
exercise or walk
the dogs from the earliest sun in the
morning to the warm colours of the
evening, Duthie Park is a beautiful
place to be. However there is more
going on at Duthie Park this summer.

Duthie Park Bio Blitz
This fun event for all the family takes
place on Sunday 4 June from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Become a nature detective
and discover the different types of
creatures that live in the park and
improve your bio-diversity knowledge.

Prayer
Diary
A Worldwide Flavour

T

he Discipleship Team at Ferryhill
has produced a Devotional Diary
of readings and prayers for Advent
and Lent over the last couple of years,
which has been warmly received. It is
a lot of work to create so we cannot
do it for every week of the year.
If you are looking for something that
provides a similar format for the other
months of the year, Christian Aid
has an excellent Prayer Diary which
follows different bible readings, links
them to stories from around the
world, and provides an appropriate
prayer for each day.
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
resources/churches/prayer/prayerdiary.aspx

Hear our
prayer

April – July 2017

Duthie Park Rangers
Environment Day
On Sunday 23 July from 12 noon to
4 p.m. join the Duthie Park Rangers
and Special Guests for an afternoon of
fabulous family fun!

Friends of Duthie Park Open
Day
This will take place all day on Sunday
20 August with something for all the
family, including children’s rides, stalls
and a variety of entertainment.

‘When I
needed a
neighbour,
were you
there?’
We believe in life

before death
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Join the Nutty Professor
A.M.A.Zing for some
extraordinary experiments,
games, music, crafts, and
explore the amazing story of
Moses and the escape from
Egypt.

Book Online at www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
Further information from summerclub@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

