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Minister’s Message

This summer we 
had another 

fantastic week with 
the children at our 
Summer Club where 
I donned my green 
wig and lab coat to 
become Prof. A.M.A.Zing. We tried 
many different experiments (some 
more messy than others) and got 
creative in the process.  Throughout 
the week we explored the famous 
story of Moses demanding the 
freedom of the Hebrew people from 
slavery in Egypt. The church hall is 
now decorated with a huge frieze 
recounting the story with artwork from 
all the children (see above). See the 
back page for more about the week.

The exodus is a foundational story 
that continues to echo down the 
years to help us understand ourselves 
and our world better. We eschewed 
Charlton Heston in the role of Moses 
and instead watched clips from the 
excellent “Prince of Egypt” animated 
retelling of the story with the 
children, who were all engrossed in 
the storytelling. But this is not just a 
children’s story. 

It certainly served as a reminder to 
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me in our own time that the lure of 
seeing “the other” as a source of blame 
or as intrinsically lesser is alive and 
well. I write this letter with the scenes 
of white supremacists and neo-nazis 
stirring violence on the streets of 
Charlottesville, Virginia on our TV 
screens, but there will no doubt be 
another example at the time of print.

What is telling for me as a minister, is 
that when we look back to the seismic 
moments when huge shifts took place 
in the biblical narrative, such as during 
the time of exodus from Egypt or 
during the ministry of Jesus, there is an 
emphasis on the liberation of the poor 
and oppressed. That Jesus told a story 
about how “the least of these” were 
treated by the powerful is no surprise. 

It feels again in our world that we are 
teetering on the edge. Those who 
seek to sow division and inequality 
are emboldened. All it takes for 
their success is turning a blind eye, 
pretending it is not really happening, 
that all will be well. That is a well worn 
path that we would be wise to reject. 

Moses cried, “Let my people go!” to a 
belligerent and powerful Pharaoh. I 
pray that I and others of faith have the 
courage to speak up for the least of 
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these in our own community, nation 
and world today. Voices of peaceful 
resistance to hate and division must be 
raised.

This autumn we welcome you to 
participate with us as a community 
of faith, exploring what it means to 
live along God’s way, witnessing to 
God’s love in our world. We are in this 
adventure together.

With every blessing.



Farewells and Welcomes

Having spent the last seven 
months with us at Ferryhill Parish 

Church, we wish Martin Greig well 
as he continues in his studies for 
the Readership within the Church of 
Scotland. 

At the beginning of September we 
welcome Rev Mary Whittaker who will 
be starting a probationary placement 
jointly with us at Ferryhill Parish 
Church and also at St John’s Church for 
Deaf People.

Mary is already an Auxiliary Minister 
in the Kirk, but is now transitioning 
to the full time Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament. As part of that training 
Mary is undertaking this probationary 
placement. However, Mary comes with 
many years of experience in ministry 
already. She has been serving as locum 
at St John’s Church for Deaf People and 
leading worship in Elgin as part of a 
ministry amongst deaf people. 

Mary is profoundly deaf herself and 
will be joined by her hearing dog, 
Scott. We will enjoy getting to know 
them both over the months to come, 
and learning a bit of British Sign 
Language in the process. 

Lunch Club

Are you over 50 and have some 
free time at Tuesday lunch time?  

If so, you are welcome to join us for 
lunch and a chat in the church hall. A 
nutritious two course meal with tea or 
coffee will be served at a cost of £4. It 
is a great opportunity to meet up with 
other folk in the community and to 
enjoy good food and good company. 

Lunch Club starts on Tuesday 5 
September at 12:30 p.m. and continues 
every Tuesday, excluding the school 
holidays. We hope to see you there. 
Why not bring a friend? 

Ferryhill Bowling Club

The church Bowling Club would like 
to extend into the winter season 

and restart indoor bowling in the 
church hall, probably on a Wednesday 
afternoon from 2-4 p.m. If anyone 
is interested, please contact Agnes 
MacDonald on 01224 571716. 

Sunday Club

With the summer holiday now 
over, the Sunday Club has started 

again for ages 3 up to 11 on Sunday 
mornings while the morning service is 
being held in the church. The children 
in the Sunday Club and the adults are 
always thinking about the same bible 
passage exploring it in appropriate 
ways. 

For older children and young people 
a youth group meets also on a Sunday 
morning to discuss and talk about the 
issues raised by the bible story that 
week, usually over a hot drink and 
snack. 

A welcome is always extended to 
anyone who would like to participate.

The service starts at 11 a.m. and the 
children and young people usually 
leave for their own groups around 
11:25 a.m.
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Ferryhill Parish Church is once again 
participating in this year’s Doors 

Open Day, which is Scotland’s largest 
free annual architectural event. People 
can visit places of cultural and historic 
interest which are not normally open 
to the public or which usually charge 
an admission fee free of charge. The 
event aims to ensure that Scotland’s 
built heritage, old and new, is made 
accessible to people living in and 
visiting Scotland. 

Ferryhill Parish Church is a magnificent 
building with a long history and a rich 
heritage, so don’t miss this wonderful 
opportunity to discover more about 
the ‘kirk at the top of the hill’ and to 
see its many interesting features, 
including the Piper Alpha Memorial 
window. Self-guided audio tours and 
information paddles will be available. 
You are assured of a warm welcome.

For more details of the event visit the 
Doors Open Days website  
www.doorsopendays.org.uk.

Chigodi CCAP

We were delighted to hear 
from new friends at our twin 

congregation, Chigodi CCAP, in 
Blantyre, Malawi. There have been 
major changes in leadership there with 
a new minister, Rev Shadreck Njala, 
and a new leadership team this year.

Rev Njala writes: “I would like to extend 
our cordial greetings and love to all 
brothers and sisters at our partner 
church Ferryhill, God bless you all 
abundantly.” 

We keep our friends in Chigodi CCAP in 
our prayers and thoughts as their new 
team take on their responsibilities.

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk
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September Services
Sunday 3 September 2017
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “The Lord’s Supper” including  
 Sacrament of Communion 
 Sunday Club
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Wednesday 6 September
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 10 September
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Create” 
 Sunday Club 
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer

Sunday 17 September
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Sacrifice” 
 Sunday Club 
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Sunday 24 September
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Bless” 

Streaming Services
Each Sunday morning we are now live 
streaming our worship services on 
our YouTube channel. These are then 
also available to view later at  your 
convenience. This is a great way for 
people who find themselves unable to 
leave their homes to be a part of our 
worshipping community, or for those 
who have missed a Sunday to catch up 
with the message. Open YouTube and 
search for Ferryhill Parish Church to 
find our channel and please subscribe.

DiaryFundraising @ Ferryhill

Following some great events 
including a fun quiz night earlier 

in the year, now after a summer break 
we have a host of fundraising events 
planned for you to enjoy. 

Table Top Sale
Saturday 9 September is the date of 
our popular Table Sale. It runs from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon and is a great way 
to find a bargain or make yourself 
money by clearing out some of your 
cupboards. Tables can be hired for 
£10 by calling or texting Fiona Firth 
on 07759 929172. Look out for the 
church’s very popular home bake stall, 
books and bric a brac and have a go at 
the raffle. 

Fashion Show
Come along to Ferryhill’s Fashion Show 
with a difference at Ferryhill Church 
on Friday 15 September at 7 p.m. All 
of the clothes being modelled will 
come from local charity shops. Charity 
Christmas cards and other goods will 
be on sale before the show and during 
the interval.  Tickets cost £5, including 
refreshments (B.Y.O.B.), and will be 
available at the coffee shop from mid-
August.  All proceeds will go to the 
Manse Appeal Fund.

Bingo Night
Another date for your diary is 7 p.m. 
on Friday 10 November, when we 
are holding a fun Bingo Night at the 
Ashvale Restaurant. Tickets are £15 per 
adult and £13 per child which includes 
a fish supper and all the bingo games. 
Your drinks and raffle tickets are not 
included. Tickets must be bought in 
advance from the coffee shop or at 
other fundraising events. 

Christmas Fair
Our Christmas Fair will be open from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday 2 December. 
Come and enjoy a coffee or tea and 
mince pie and browse the Christmas 
craft stall, the home made sweets, 
baking and jams, or try your hand at 
the competitions to win a hamper, 
a Christmas Cake or your favourite 
chocolate or bottle. 

Burns Supper
Do you always feel a bit flat after the 
festive season? Our Burns Supper will 
cheer you up! Keep Friday 26 January 
2018 free. Look out for more details in 
the next Parish News. 

All these events, along with the sale of 
handmade greetings cards and second 
hand books in the coffee shop, help to 
raise funds for the Manse Appeal Fund, 
paying back a loan taken out in 2013 
to carry out essential work and repairs 
to the church’s manse. 
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One of our elders, Nigel Firth, 
attended the commemoration of 

100th Anniversary of the start of the 
Battle of Passchendaele in Ypres.  He 
writes:

On the weekend of 31 July 2017, Ypres, 
a quiet Flanders town was packed 
with over 10,000 visitors. Visitors who, 
like my friends and me, had come to 
remember the World War One battle 
of Passchendaele, which started 100 
years ago. The name of Passchendaele 
has come to represent the futility 
of trench warfare. During the four 
months of the battle, over 100,000 
British and Commonwealth troops 
died on the battlefield, where heavy 
shelling had destroyed the drainage 
system. Torrential rain caused flooding 
and the resulting mud was so deep 
that if men fell off the duckboards, 
they drowned. We were there to 
remember the dead and the suffering 
of combatants on both sides.

The focus of remembrance was the 
eight o’clock Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate. Held every evening 
since 1927, the people of Ypres, and 
increasing numbers of visitors, gather 
to pay tribute to the soldiers who 
died for their freedom. We attended 
the ceremony twice during our stay; 
the sound of the bugles echoing off 
the vaulted roof is haunting and very 
emotional. Tears were shed by almost 
all present. 

We also attended the official open 
air commemoration in the Grote 
Market, which you may have seen on 
television. This was a mix of history, 
music and gentle humour, attended 
by Prince William and Kate Middleton, 
the King and Queen of the Belgians 
and many politicians. It included 
contributions from Helen Mirren, Ian 
Hislop, Alfie Boe, Michael Morpurgo 
with his War Horse, the Irish Guards, 
the Royal Marines, excellent choirs and 
superb graphics projected onto the 
famous Cloth Hall. 

For me, the highlight came at nearby 
Zonnebeke where a World War One 
dugout constructed during the 
battle of Passchendaele had recently 
been made accessible. Flooding had 
preserved it in remarkable original 
condition. It had been pumped out 
and was officially opened by Prince 
Charles on 31 July 2017. The following 
day it was opened to the public and 
we were fortunate to get tickets. 

Entering down the original steep 
stairway 30 feet underground we 
splashed along duckboards and 
through clinging mud and dirty 
stinking water. As we held beams to 
steady our way, the mud stained our 

Passchendaele Anniversary

hands and clothes gray. This is the 
kind of place we had only seen on 
television, but here we were as close 
as we would ever come to the reality 
of living conditions underground in 
wartime Ypres. We emerged dirty, 
sweaty but exhilarated. We knew how 
privileged we had been. The dugout 
will be sealed for good in   November 
2017 to avoid the timbers drying out 
and the dugout collapsing.

The final word on the battle must go to 
war poet Siegfried Sassoon, when he 
wrote simply:

I died in hell, 
they called it Passchendaele.
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October Services
Sunday 1 October 2017
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Go Speak”  
 Sunday Club
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Wednesday 4 October
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 8 October 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Share”  
 Sunday Club 
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer

Sunday 15 October
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Hear” with Harvest
 Thanksgiving
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Sunday 22 October
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Go Look”

Sunday 29 October
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Go (W)Holy”
 Sunday Club
18:00 Remembrance Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel to which  
 all those who have lost  
 loved ones are welcome  
 to attend. This service  
 includes the reading  
 of all the names added to  
 the Remembrance Book  
 during the year.

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like 
to enquire about a hall let please 
contact the office or email 
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

DiaryFerryhill Church Guild
A warm invitation is extended to 

anyone in the parish to come along 
to Ferryhill Church Guild.  Membership 
is open to men and women, whether 
you are a church member or not and 
you can come to as many or as few 
meetings as you wish. 

Evening Themes
This year there is a varied and 
interesting programme of meetings and 
events planned. We are looking forward 
to talks from Malawi Fruits, a Scottish 
based charity who support farmers 
to help them grow cash crops and for 
them to become independent and  to 
maximise their income and provide for 
the education and healthcare needs 
of their families. Energy Scotland, 
who  provide free impartial help 
and support for saving energy in the 
home and  Embrace the Middle East, a 
Christian charity that is bringing lasting 
change to the Middle East through 
healthcare, education and community 
development projects are also planned 
as visitors. 

There will also be a film night (with 
popcorn, if last year is anything 
to go by), a talk about World War 
One and why it is still important to 
us to remember and a visit from a 
representative of the Roof Garden 
Project at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. 
Something for everyone!

Projects
The Church of Scotland Guild supports 
several projects in each three year cycle. 
This year, Ferryhill Church Guild will be 
fundraising for two of these. 

Street Pastors are trained 
volunteers, almost always from 
a Christian background, who 
go out into busy city streets 
at the weekend and give help 
and will listen to problems/
stories and, if deemed 
appropriate, will advise where 
more professional help can 
be sought. Flip flops are given 

out freely for 
those suffering 
from sore 
feet, perhaps 
because of the 
height of their 
heels.   This has 
been a huge 
success.   Many 
a time, serious 
trouble can be avoided because a 
Street Pastor will intervene and calm 
the situation. The police are very 
appreciative of the help given by these 
volunteers, and have said there are 
fewer fights on the streets because of 
the work and influence of Street Pastors. 
This project has raised almost £89,000 
thus far which shows how much Street 
Pastors is admired and thanked for the 
service they do to help mostly young 
people out at the weekends. Aberdeen 
has Street Pastors operating each 
weekend.

The Mission International Haiti 
Project aims to construct a building 
which will give accommodation to 
educate three hundred children, allow 
seven hundred people to worship 
on Sundays and to provide services 
throughout the week for the whole 
community. When completed, this 
building is without a doubt going to 
change the lives of those living in this 
poor community. To date this project 
has raised almost £65,000, a great effort 
by all contributors. 

For more information about Ferryhill 
Guild, please contact Diane Cumming 
on 01224 874199.
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CHRISTIAN AID HARVEST APPEAL
You might wonder how a tiny pea 

could change someone’s life. Yet 
pigeon peas are giving poor farmers 
in Malawi like Frank Zulu hope for a 
better future.

Frank confronts the devastating reality 
of climate change every year. He used 
to rely on growing maize to feed his 
family but Malawi’s unpredictable 
and extreme climate causes the crop 
to easily fail. One year, when drought 
ruined the harvest, Frank’s four-year-
old son Peterson became critically 
ill. Frank carried him on foot to the 
hospital four miles away, to be told 
he was severely malnourished. And 
last year, his mother tragically passed 
away during a drought, due to hunger-
related weakness.

“It is very pathetic, as a father, to feel 
helpless like that, to feel like you 
cannot provide food for your children, 
and that there is nothing you can do 
to make them better when they are 
crying,” says Frank.

But how can a tiny pea change 
thousands of lives? Pigeon peas 
give poor farmers like Frank hope 
for a better future. This easy to 
grow crop is high in protein and 
resistant to drought. It can be 
lifesaving in Malawi where millions 
struggle to feed their families.

Christian Aid is bringing pea 
farmers in Malawi together into 
co-operatives called Farmer’s Clubs, 
where they support each other and 
get trained to negotiate fair prices 
for their crops. Something so simple 
is making an incredible difference. 
Through the Farmer’s Clubs, they’ve 
already helped 5,000 farmers to realise 
their God-given potential to secure a 
stable income and thrive.

But the sad truth is Frank has not yet 
been able to make a profit. As a result, 
Frank’s peas earn him just £100 a 
year. He simply cannot afford to send 
his four children to school or even to 
properly feed his family. If Frank fails to 
make a profit his whole family will be 

That’s why Christian Aid’s partner 
is bringing farmers together into 
Farmers’ Clubs. Farmers are united 
within communities: by working 
together everyone is more productive, 
planning out their planting to ensure 
there’s a good balance of crops in 

the local area. More organisation 
means more efficiency, which leads 
to more life changing profit for all. 

At Harvest, we all reflect on the 
food we’re fortunate enough to 
have on our tables. With your 
support, the poor farmers in 
Malawi will be able to create a 
plentiful bounty for their own 
families, both now and in the 

future.

Christian Aid envelopes will be 
available in October for your donations 
for their Harvest Appeal.

For more information about the 
Christian Aid Harvest Appeal, visit 
www.caid.org.uk/harvest.

at risk when the rains fail again. 

But with your help, Christian Aid’s 
partner, Evangelical Association of 
Malawi, will provide improved varieties 
of pigeon pea seeds to smallholder 
farmers, boosting how much they can 
grow. But farmers need more than 

just bumper harvests. They urgently 
need business training to be able to 
make the profit they need. Individual 
farmers in Malawi are often exploited 
by unscrupulous middlemen. These 
traders buy crops at the farm gates 
and use dodgy practices like illegal 
scales to drive prices down to rock 
bottom. Without support, farmers 
have no negotiating power. 
And without marketing 
skills or funds to invest, 
farmers cannot access 
emerging markets, nor can 
they package their peas in 
attractive ways. 

http://www.caid.org.uk/harvest
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Traidcraft Update
The new Traidcraft Autumn 

catalogue is now available at the 
Traidcraft Stall or in the Coffee Shop. 
It is filled with beautiful handmade 
pieces from around the world, and the 
tastiest fair trade nibbles to munch on 
as the nights get darker.

Pick up a handmade piece for your 
living room, made from natural 
materials and crafted to last for 
generations to come with handmade 
baskets, rugs, bedding and tableware, 
crafted with eco-friendly materials.

Looking for something to keep you 
warm this autumn? Handcrafted wraps 
and shrugs, ponchos and jackets will 
keep you cosy as the nights draw in.

Our collection of fair trade food 
includes everything you need to 
revolutionise your cooking from 
tempting fruits, nuts and snacks to 
handcrafted chilli sauce. And while 
you’re at it, have you discovered our 

exceptional new Traidcraft Chocolate? 
Each bar is fair trade, totally organic, 
GM free, suitable for vegetarians, and 
as ethical as chocolate can be. You’ll 
never find any emulsifiers, cheap oils, 
or artificial colours or preservatives 
in these bars. Put simply, it’s the most 
wholesome chocolate you’ll find and 
is available at the Traidcraft stall and in 
the treats box in the coffee shop.

For those of you who like to plan 
ahead, the catalogue also contains 
Christmas cards, wrapping paper, 
decorations, gifts and food to make 
your Christmas special. 

You can order directly from the 
catalogue or online at http://www.
traidcraftshop.co.uk but if you order 
through our church stall, you won’t 
pay any postage. You can either collect 
your order from the church or have 
it delivered free of charge. Contact 
Shelagh Bain shebain@hotmail.co.uk.

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Church Office  
Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed 1:30-4:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 949192
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Phoenix Youth Theatre has operated 
from the halls at Ferryhill Parish 

Church since 1999 and is now 
commencing its eighteenth successful 
year.

The theatre school offers an exciting 
theatrical experience to children aged 
4 to 18 years and aims to encourage 
pupils to achieve their personal best in 
the performance of acting, singing and 
dancing.

Weekly classes build throughout 
the year towards a variety of 
performances, culminating in at least 
one major theatre production each 
year.

As well as performance experience, the 
exercises and theatre games used in 
class assist the pupils to develop skills 

which will aid them through life, all 
while having a thoroughly enjoyable 
time.

In June 2016, Phoenix Youth Theatre 
presented their highly acclaimed 
production of “Oklahoma!” and have 
further exciting productions planned 
through the next session, including 
a revue show in November and the 
opportunity to participate in Phoenix 
Theatre’s adult production of “The King 
and I” at His Majesty’s Theatre next 
January.

To enrol your child for Phoenix 
Youth Theatre’s 2017-2018 session, 
please contact the school at info@
phoenixaberdeen.co.uk by telephone 
on 01224 863946 or by post to the 
office address at 22 Baillieswells Road, 
Bieldside, Aberdeen, AB15 9BB.

Happy 18th Birthday
Phoenix Youth Theatre

November Services
Wednesday 1 November 2017
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 5 November 
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Go Reclaim” including  
 Sacrament of Communion 
 Sunday Club
18:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

Sunday 12 November 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Seek” on 
 Remembrance Sunday 
 Sunday Club 
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer

Sunday 19 November
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Walk”  
 Sunday Club
18:00 Evening Service in the 
 Memorial Chapel with  
 Holy Communion

Sunday 26 November
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Go Settle”  
 Sunday Club 
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group  
 in Church Hall & Foyer

Diary
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Our Summer Club this 
year was a brilliant 

week of fun and creativity 
in The Academy of Amazing 
Things. We had a huge 
response which was great!

A big thank you go to all the 
Summer Club Team who 
organised in the months 
before and helped out 
during the week to make 
the Summer Club happen. 
It was noisy, exhausting, 
and wonderful!

Now... what about next 
summer?


