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A Light In The Darkness
Message From Minister
In Training, Conor Fegan

T

his is my
favourite
season. From
12.01 a.m. on
November 1st I am
in the mood for
the bright lights
of Christmas and
Advent.
This is the time of year when we put
more effort into enjoying ourselves,
because the weather is not going
to cheer us up. Especially when you
are expecting beautiful autumnal
days with crisp leaves, and scenes
of happy families with a dog, like
something out of a sales catalogue…
But what you actually get is drizzle,
sludge and splashes from passing
cars (an Aberdeen speciality in my
experience).
Even so, this is my favourite season.
This is one of the markers in our
calendar as our planet spins, seasons

change, and Christmas comes.

We will have seen the high street
change colour, lights are switched
on, and everything seems to have a
red and green tinge.
This year has been marked by
political turmoil in this country and
all over the world. People still suffer.
Sadness and loss continue, and for
many this time of year is the greatest
reminder of this. For some the only
light at this time is the knowledge
that, despite everything, Jesus’ light
still shines in their life.
In the middle of all the dark, cold
and wet, we are ready for a change
of pace, for some fun, for music, and
celebration. At its best, that is what
this time of year is all about. We all
need a little hope and joy. We all
need a change.
One of the greatest joys of being a
Christian is this season is that sense
of hope and joy, not just in the lights
and decorations, but in the gift. The
prophet Isaiah tells us that Jesus’

coming will show that, “The people
walking in darkness have seen a
great light.”

This is our gift: the light of Christ
coming into the world. We have seen
this great light, and at this time of
year we celebrate it.
As we have already received our gift,
we have an opportunity as Christians
to give something back. The
destruction of our planet, its climate
and natural habitats has continued
apace this year, and desperately
requires action on each of our parts.
There are lots of resources out
there to help with this. Maybe this
year, before we reach the climax of
Christmas, we can use the period of
Advent to reflect on what each one
of us can do to make a real change in
the world.
I pray that we all use this time to
make a meaningful change in how
we interact with each other and our
planet, and that we experience the
light of Jesus in our lives and actions.
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Christmas Fair

T

he annual all age Ferryhill Church
Christmas Fair takes place on
Saturday 30 November from 2-4 p.m.
in the church. Start the Christmas
season with a wonderful afternoon
cream tea and then browse the many
stalls, including crafts and gifts, cards,
home baking and sweets, Christmas
wreaths and Fair Trade products. There
will also be a chocolate tombola,
competitions and prizes.
All profits will be added to the Church
Development Fund.

Life And Work Magazine

I

recently agreed to be responsible
for receiving
the monthly
parcel of Life and
Work magazines
pertaining to
subscribers within
Ferryhill Church.
This is not a very
arduous task as
I realised when I
received the list
of names of those
who should receive
them. I was hugely
disappointed to

discover that only eight members of
our congregation subscribe to this
excellent magazine which supports
the vital and vibrant work of the
Church of Scotland. It is a quality
publication packed every month
with news, features and opinion on
Christian life locally, nationally and
globally.
Subscriptions are paid annually at
the end of each year, at a cost of
£30.60, which is the discounted price
available when purchased through
the congregational order. Why not
have a look through the ‘browsing
copy’ which is available in the foyer. If
you are suitably impressed with the
content and feel you would like to
become a subscriber, please let me
have your name as soon as possible
and I will add you to our list. You will
receive your first copy in January 2020.
Audrey Skinner
Life and Work Promoter

St Andrew’s Supper Sing

Stamp Appeal

A

long with Church of Scotland
congregations across the country,
we are saving used stamps for the
World Mission Council Stamp Appeal
that will support the Chigodi Women’s
Centre who are celebrating their 50th
Anniversary, as is the World Mission
Council. The centre provides a
broad range of skills training such as
tailoring, fashion design and chicken
farming to improve the women’s socioeconomic status and chances of future
employment.

W

ith our friends at South Holburn
Parish Church we invite you to an
evening of song, laughter and nibbles
on Saturday 30 November at 7:30 p.m.
in South Holburn Church Hall.
You will need to sing for your supper
on the evening as we sing some
Scottish hymns that have been
suggested by members of both
congregations as their favourites. We
may also hear some of the
stories about why those
songs have been picked.

Christmas Services

A

ll the Christmas
services are listed in
the December diary and
back page so do take a
note, particularly of the
Christingle service which
is a real favourite for all the
family and the traditional
Watchnight midnight
service.

While churches across the country
are involved in this campaign, it has
a special place for us as the Women’s
Centre is located on the same
site as Chigodi CCAP, our partner
congregation in Malawi.
If you are able to participate in this
appeal you can collect a stamp
collecting ‘Post Van’ from the Coffee
Shop to fill with stamps during the
Christmas season or you can simply
hand in any used stamps to the church.
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Diary
December Services

Christmas Offerings

E

ach year in Ferryhill Kirk we have
special offerings at Christmas time
for two charities. One of these we
aim to be local and the other with an
international dimension.

Sunday 1 December 2019
First Sunday in Advent
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Holding On To Light”

This year we have decided to support
the charities Archway and Stella’s
Voice. If you are at any of the services
around Christmas you will have an
opportunity to make a donation in
support of their work.

12:00

Sacrament of Holy
Communion following
morning worship

Archway

Wednesday 4 December

Archway was chosen as one of our
Christmas Offering charities as it was
supported by two of our elders, James
and Kathleen Hird, who sadly both
died this year. It is an Aberdeen parentled charity providing care and support
to children and adults with learning
disabilities and their families. They
now offer a lifeline of caring services
to almost 200 children and adults with
learning disabilities and their families.
The support they give is life long.

11:00

As a result of their fundraising efforts
and legacy income in May 2018 they
were able to buy a premises at St
Margaret’s Place in Aberdeen. The
building had to be completely adapted
for people with learning and physical
disabilities so they could live as
independently as possible, in a normal
home setting, with the care and
support they need. Now four ladies—
all of them in their fifties—have moved
in. The success of the project has
exceeded expectations. Archway hope
that they can open another supported
living service in the next three years.
See www.archway.org.uk.

Stella’s Voice
The mission of Stella’s Voice is
protecting the world’s most vulnerable
from human traffickers. The vision
for Stella’s Voice began at the fall of
communism, when the media was
first allowed into Eastern European
countries such as Moldavia and began

Monday 2 December
19:00

showing the dire conditions of the
state-run orphan homes. Once the
orphaned children became young
people they were put out onto the
street.
In 1996 one such orphan—Stella—
was exploited by human traffickers,
sold, and eventually died from AIDS
at age 19. It was her voice the charity
hoped could be heard. They believe
that prevention is the most effective
antidote to slavery. In early 2011 the
Moldovan government allowed Stella’s
Voice to open and run the orphanage
where they had invested many years
getting to know and love the children.
They called it Providence House. For
many children this was the first place
they felt ‘home’.

Creating Christmas Angels
Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home

Sunday 8 December
Second Sunday in Advent
11:00

18:30

Worship for all ages
“Holding On To Peace”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group in Manse

Sunday 15 December
Third Sunday in Advent
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Holding On To Vision”
Sunday Club

Sunday 22 December
Fourth Sunday in Advent
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Holding On To Life”

Tuesday 24 December

Currently they also have two Stella’s
homes for girls and one Simon’s
home for boys when they are too old
for the state run orphanage system.
Here the young people are provided
with education, training in life skills
and opportunities to move on to
apprenticeships and higher education.
Stella’s Voice works to try to ensure
that these young people are no longer
at risk of being trafficked because they
have sustainable employment and a
safe, secure future filled with hope.

10:00

See www.stellasvoice.org.uk.

11:00

18:30
23:00
23:30

Preparation of Christingles
in Church Hall (families
welcome to participate)
Christingle Service
for families
Carol Singing in the Church
Watchnight Service

Wednesday 25 December
10:00

Short Christmas Day Service
“Holding On To Love”

Sunday 29 December
Worship for all ages
“Holding On”
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Ferryhill Parish Church

Future Planning In Presbytery

Y

ou may have seen in the local press
articles about the future plans of
the Church of Scotland in the city.
The Church of Scotland is called a
Presbyterian church because of the
way it is structured in three tiers:
local congregations (such as Ferryhill
Parish Church led by our Kirk Session),
regional presbyteries (such as the
Presbytery of Aberdeen), and the
national General Assembly. Presbytery
is made up of representatives from
each congregation.
Every ten years or so Presbyteries carry
out a major exercise to review and
plan for the future within their area.
That is the exercise in Aberdeen that
has been reported in the press. The
proposed Presbytery Plan is in the
process of being discussed amongst
all congregations in Presbytery with a
view to it being agreed in early 2020.
There may be some changes made
to the proposal as a result of these
discussions.
The proposed plan that Presbytery has
developed is ambitious and forward
thinking in trying to create local
congregations that can be proactive
and engaged with their communities.
This motive is driven by a vision
statement agreed by the Presbytery
which states:
Our vision is a Presbytery which,
under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, encourages and enables our
congregations to re-imagine and
renew their life and work for mission
in the 21st century, worshipping
and witnessing in a sustainable
and mutually supportive network
of Christian communities, using
well-equipped spaces strategically
located across the city, served and
led by ministry teams, with the
knowledge and skills needed to
inspire and equip our members for
service and discipleship.
The proposed Presbytery Plan is a
working out of that vision.

It is realistic in its acknowledgement
that the Church of Scotland has too
many buildings (not just in Aberdeen
but across the country) and that
these are often not in the right places
today. It is also looking forward with
anticipation of new church initiatives
and buildings in key areas across the
city.
What might this mean in this area?
The proposal is to create a new
congregation that comprises the
congregations and areas served by
Ferryhill, Garthdee, South Holburn and
Ruthrieston West. This is the area of the
city north of the River Dee. This new
congregation would sustain ministry
amongst all this area and with a
particular focus being on the Garthdee
area which, of course, contains the
Robert Gordon University campus.
This new congregation would be
served by a single Kirk Session and a
ministry team comprising two full time
ministers and one full time mission
development staff post. It would retain
the buildings in Ferryhill and South
Holburn, albeit with the anticipation of
some redevelopment on both sites to
make these buildings better suited to
the needs of the church today.
Why is this happening in Aberdeen?
It is not only happening in Aberdeen.
Presbyteries across Scotland are
engaging in such an exercise at
the moment. The national Church
of Scotland is also engaging in
a major restructuring which is
going to see more devolving of
resources and decision-making to

the regional presbyteries and to local
congregations. To do this successfully,
both presbyteries and congregations
need to be able to take on those
greater responsibilities.
As part of that process the Presbytery
of Aberdeen is planning to unite
with Shetland Presbytery next year.
Shetland Presbytery has already
undergone an ambitious restructuring
prior to this, creating a single parish
for all the islands, served by one Kirk
Session, albeit with ten worship sites.
Our Presbytery is also in the early
stages of engagement with other
regional presbyteries in the North East
of Scotland with a vision to create a
united presbytery for the whole North
East in the next two or three years.
It is important to remember that
the decisions about the future of
the church, locally, regionally and
nationally, are all connected. They
are part of a process to enable local
congregations in the task of mission
and service within their communities
in a vastly changed society to
that in which the majority of our
congregations were initially founded.
The leadership at Ferryhill Parish
Church will be engaging fully with the
discussions about these proposals.
If you have any questions about this,
please do ask either our Minister or
Session Clerk.
Rev Peter Johnston
Minister
Lorna Glen
Session Clerk
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Christmas Angels Diary
January Services
Sunday 5 January 2020
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Word of Life” including
the Sacrament of Holy
Communion

Wednesday 8 January
11:00

D

uring this Advent season leading
up to Christmas we are offering a
wee gift to the community in the form
of some Christmas Angels.
Folks in the congregation and friends
of the church have been busy knitting
these angels in a variety of colours and
patterns.
Why angels? You may remember that
the Nativity story is full of angels who
come to visit Mary and Joseph and
the shepherds on the hillside with the
message of good news that a child
has been born who will come to bring
peace. What is an angel? An angel in
the Bible is a messenger from God.
We recognise today that there are
angels amongst us wherever we are
and whoever we are. Some bring a
message of peace and love, some offer
care and help, some help teach us
about a better way to live. There is a

bit of the angelic about any of us that
choose to do these things and build
good relationships in our community.
Our own knitted angels will have
simple messages of good news added
to them and then through Advent
will be available outside the church.
Please feel free to pick one up and
enjoy it for a time yourself before then
passing it on to a friend or neighbour,
encouraging them to do the same.
If you would like to participate in
creating the messages we add to the
Angels then come to the church on
Monday 2 December at 7 p.m.

Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home

Sunday 12 January
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Baptism”
Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group
Sunday 19 January
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Come and See”
Sunday Club

Sunday 26 January
11:00

18:30

Worship for all ages
“Follow Me”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group

We hope that over the weeks that
these messengers of good news will
move around the community bringing
some seasonal good cheer and joy.
A big thank you to all the knitters who
have contributed to this project from
all on our Worship Team.

Ferryhill Lunch Club

I

n September, Ian Mathieson from
Sainsbury’s Supermarket in George
Street, visited the Lunch Club at
Ferryhill Church. He spent time chatting
with the ladies and gentlemen, and
distributed cakes and biscuits which
were generously donated by the store.
Sainsbury’s have, on many occasions
donated treats to the members of the
club and they have been very gratefully
received.

If you have not been before, why not
come along to the Lunch Club any
Tuesday at 12.30 p.m. in the Church
Hall. Anyone over 50 is welcome to join
us for a nutritious two course meal with
tea/coffee and biscuits and a chat. It is
a great opportunity to meet up with
other folk in the community and to
enjoy good food and company.

Hall Bookings
Ferryhill Parish Church has an
extensive suite of rooms and halls
available for booking. Details of the
facilities available can be found on the
church website.
If you would like to enquire about a
hall booking please contact the office
or email our Hall Booking Coordinator:
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.
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Traidcraft at Christmas
T

his time last year, we were afraid
that Traidcraft, the pioneering Fair
Trade company from whom we source
all the products for our church Fair
Trade Stall, would go out of business.
However, thanks to the huge support
from Traidcraft customers and after
totally redesigning their business
model, Traidcraft has managed to
survive, although it is a much tighter,
slimmed down enterprise.
They have maintained the same three
themes at the heart of every decision
they make:
• Trade Justice – even after 40
years of the Fairtrade movement,
not enough has been done to
counter the incredible power
imbalances in international trade.
• Social Justice – Traidcraft care
passionately about equality of
gender, religion, opportunity
regardless of background,
heritage or experience.
• Environmental Justice – Climate
change is having a disastrous
effect on Traidcraft’s partners in
the developing world.

We are all waking up to the
fact that our lifestyles are
having a profound effect on
the planet that sustains us. So
this Christmas, perhaps we
need to consider consuming
less by buying less, buying
right and investing in
pieces which are good for
the producer, the supply
chain and the environment
rather than chasing those
which are cheap, quick and
unsustainable.
The Traidcraft Christmas gift guide
showcases timeless, consciously
made craft and home wear gifts, a
huge range of delectable goodies,
many of which are organic, as well as
sustainable fashions which will last
you season after season.
So, take a break from the festive frenzy
to grab a Fairtrade cuppa and browse
the range of Christmas products either
in the catalogue, which is available
in the Coffee Shop, or online at www.
traidcraftshop.co.uk.

or through the church Fairtrade stall
on Sundays or at the Christmas Fair on
30 November.
You can also order by emailing Shelagh
Bain, our Traidcraft organiser, at
shebain@hotmail.co.uk. If you order
through the Ferryhill Kirk stall, you will
not have to pay postage.
Have a wonderful, sustainable
Christmas!

You can order directly from Traidcraft

Facing The Climate Crisis
In October the Presbytery of Aberdeen
met in Conference Session to consider
the Climate Emergency that the world
is facing. This was organised by the
Church and Society Committee of
Presbytery.
All gathered heard from the Church
of Scotland’s Climate Change Officer,
Adrian Shaw; Alix Thom of Oil & Gas
UK; Alison Stuart of Aberdeen Climate
Action; and a member of the Church

of Scotland’s Youth Assembly, Fraser
Borland.
In the following discussions among
the key issues that arose were:
• how we make good, sustainable
and affordable choices as
individuals and as congregations
(particularly when we are using
many old buildings);
• a commitment to a just transition

for those who currently work in
the oil and gas sector to new jobs
and concern that not enough is
being done to facilitate this;
• whether it is right for the Church
of Scotland to benefit (through
investment income) from
companies that profit from the
burning of oil and gas for energy.
This latter point will be discussed again
at the General Assembly in 2020.
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Community News Diary
February Services
Sunday 2 February 2020
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Beatitudes”
Sunday Club
12:00 Sacrament of Holy
Communion following
morning worship

Bon-Accord Silver Band
Christmas Concert

Christmas Carols In Duthie
Park

xperience the best Christmas
concert in Aberdeen with the
Bon-Accord Silver Band on Sunday 8
December from 7–9 p.m. in Ferryhill
Parish Church.

he Christmas Carol Concerts in
the David Welch Winter Gardens,
Duthie Park, will be held on Saturday
14 December at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Music will be provided by the Bon
Accord Silver Band supported by the
Coro Piccolo Choir. Space is limited
to 250 people per performance and
is on a first come, first served basis, so
please arrive early.

E

The band will be performing a mixture
of traditional and modern Christmas
classics and there will be plenty of
opportunity for you to sing along to
your favourite carols.

T

Donations of un-perishable food,
toiletries and money will be gratefully
received for CFINE, a social enterprise
charity committed to improving
health and wellbeing for all. Donations
may also be dropped off prior to the
concerts at the Winter Gardens.

Albury Centre Carols

11:00

Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home

Sunday 9 February
11:00

18:30

Worship for all ages
“Salt and Light”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group

Sunday 16 February
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Anger and Oaths”

Sunday 23 February
11:00

18:30

Worship for all ages
“Climb Every Mountain”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group

A

lbury Outdoor Sports Centre is
holding its annual Christmas carol
singing and winter barbecue event on
Sunday 8 December at 4 p.m. Everyone
is very welcome to come along and join
the singing and enjoy the barbecue and
spiced hot drinks.

Ferryhill Kirk Coffee Shop

Tickets are available at the door and
cost £8 for adults (£5 concessions) and
include mince pies and mulled wine at
the interval. We hope to see you there
again this year, wearing your favourite
Christmas jumper if you wish!

Wednesday 5 February

O

ur own Coffee Shop takes a wee
breather over the Christmas period
both to give our volunteers a break and
to enable work to be done in that area.
The Coffee Shop will have its last day
on Saturday 14 December and then will
reopen on Monday 13 January. Should
you wish to volunteer to help out at
the Coffee Shop in the new year, then
please do contact our church office.

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD
Church Office
Mon, Tue & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed & Thur 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain
01224 588744
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 949192
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Christmas Se rvices

Advent Sunday Services
11 a.m.

Morning Worship
Explore the season of Advent each Sunday in December. Appropriate for all ages.

Tuesday 24 December 2019
Christmas Eve
10 a.m.

Christingle Preparation
Families are invited to the Church Hall to prepare the Christingles for the evening service.

6:30 p.m.

Christingle Service
A service for all ages to celebrate on Christmas Eve.

11 p.m.

Carols at the Kirk
A selection of favourite carols as we prepare for Watchnight.

11:30 p.m. Watchnight Service
Join us to see in Christmas Day.

Wednesday 25 December 2019
Christmas Day
10 a.m.

Family Service
A short family service on Christmas morning.
Children are invited to bring along one of their presents.

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

