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Tryin’ Times
Minister’s
Message

O

ne of my
favourite
singers is Roberta
Flack, now well
into her 80s, to whom I was first
introduced by Clint Eastwood, albeit
not personally! He picked Roberta
Flack’s rendition of “The First Time
Ever I Saw Your Face” to be part of the
soundtrack for his directorial debut,
Play Misty For Me. Once you have
heard that song sung by Flack you
will never forget it.

Flack was singing in the context of
the civil rights struggle in the USA,
but they could have been written for
our own divided times too.
In tryin’ times such as these where
division is stoked by the powerful for
their own ends, and chaos is sown in
order to confuse and distract us from
what is truth, it is the natural reaction
to draw our focus inward to those we
know, the community in which we
live, to family and friends.
The Atlantic’s McKay Coppins
has reported that the reelection
campaign for Donald Trump will see
more than a billion dollars spent on
the tools that create and disseminate
disinformation. This is not the same
as news ‘spin’ as we have previously
known it; this is the realm of outright
lies, conspiracy theories, and the
manipulative massaging of our
personal fears. Never has George
Orwell’s 1984 been more prescient.
These are the same tools that have
been deployed in recent years
in our own elections here in the
UK, famously through Cambridge
Analytica, which should give us great
pause.

On the album on which that song
was first released, First Takes, another
song “Tryin’ Times” begins:

The point of disinformation is not
to lead us to believe a specific thing
is true, but rather to make us doubt
everything. Who do we trust?

Tryin’ times, is what the world is talkin’ about
You got confusion all over the land,
Mother against daughter, father against son
The whole thing is getting out of hand
But folks wouldn’t have to suffer
If there was more love for your brother
But these are tryin’ times

While of an entirely different order,
Jesus had to deal with disinformation
being spread about him with
allegations like “He has a demon
and is out of his mind. Why listen to
him?” or “This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the sabbath.”
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Charitably we might describe those
comments as misinformation, in
that there was a misunderstanding
of what was going on, though I
suspect in the hands of the more wily
powerful leaders it was deliberate
disinformation. Nonetheless, Jesus
stuck to his message of God’s love.
In these tryin’ times it is up to us
to keep reality in view, not to be
swamped by what academics call
“censorship through noise”, but to
hold on to what builds community:
offering love for our brother and
sister. It means going out of our way
to speak up for the vulnerable and
those who know poverty, for the
rights of those who are trampled
underfoot in the pursuit of profit, for
a younger generation who see their
future diminished from that offered
to their parents and grandparents.
As Roberta Flack sings:
A whole lot of things that’s wrong is going down
I don’t understand it from my point of view
I remember someone said do unto others
As you would have them do unto you
And then folks wouldn’t have to suffer
If there was more love
For these are
Tryin’ times
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CHURCH NEWS
Lent Series: “From Now On”

D

uring Lent this year we are
offering a short course titled
“From Now On” which will be looking
at the timeless themes of Hope and
Redemption as explored in the film
The Greatest Showman.
Watching parts of the film and talking
about those themes will be part of our
preparation time as we approach the
Church’s annual remembrance of the
last week of Jesus’ life in Holy Week.
We will be meeting every Sunday
evening at 7 p.m. from 1 March to
29 March either in South Holburn or
Ferryhill Churches (see March diary).

World Day of Prayer Service

T

his year Ferryhill Kirk will be hosting
the local World Day of Prayer
Service on Friday 6 March at 7 p.m.
This is a world-wide event.
Each year the content of the service
is created by women in a different
part of the world. This year women in
Zimbabwe have prepared the service
on the theme “Rise, take your mat
and walk”. In it they share some of the
challenges they have met and the
hopes they hold for the future, even
as they go through an often turbulent
time seeking after full reconciliation in
their own nation.

Ferryhill Church
Bowling Club

N

ow that Spring is almost here,
we will finish our indoor bowling
sessions in the church hall on 8 April
2020. We return to Albury Outdoor
Centre on 12 April 2020 at 2 p.m.
New members are always welcome,
regardless of level, so do come and
have a go even if you have never
played before. Bowls are supplied and
all you will need is a pair of flat shoes
or trainers. It is alway a fun afternoon
and tea and coffee are provided.

Chigodi CCAP, Malawi
We have been in regular contact over
the last few months with our friends in
Chigodi CCAP (Church of Central Africa
Presbyterian). There has been good
news in that they have received the
contribution we have added of £400
to their manse building which should
allow the addition of a roof to the
ongoing project (see picture below).

oly Saturday is the day between
Good Friday, when we remember
Jesus’ death by crucifixion, and Easter
Sunday, when we celebrate that Jesus
is risen. It is traditionally the day when
the church remembered Jesus going
down into the grave. It is a time to
reflect on life and death.

H

Sadly there has also been some bad
news due to a poor harvest and the
rapacious onslaught of armyworms.
This has left around 300 families in
the Kachere area facing acute hunger
over the next couple of months. The
congregation has been busy trying to
alleviate that through the purchase
of maize that they will grind to flour
(this is the staple food in Malawi) for
families. In Ferryhill we held a retiring
offering that raised £350, enough to
buy a tonne of maize, which is being
sent to support that work.

With our friends at South Holburn
Parish Church we will hold a short act
of worship in Allenvale Cemetery on
Saturday 11 April at 3 p.m. Come to the
main entrance on Allenvale Road and
we will gather at the central circle in
the middle of the cemetery. This will
be suitable for all ages and families will
be very welcome.

We are at the moment in discussion
with our friends in Chigodi CCAP and
with the Faith Impact Forum of the
Church of Scotland (which is the new
body that has responsibility for the
Kirk’s partnerships around the world)
about formalising our partnership
with Chigodi CCAP. There will be more
about that to come.

Holy Saturday

Parish News
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Diary

Slán Go Fóill
church. Formation, into the life of
ministry, and in particular into the role
of a Minister of Word and Sacrament, is
a community affair, it is made possible
through the help and guidance of
the people around you. As with most
things in life, one cannot do it alone.
I will, over the next months and
years, be involved in the life of many
different churches, getting to know
different people and places, but there
will always be a place in my heart for
Ferryhill.

Conor Fegan’s first placement as a
Minister-in-Training finished at the end
of February. We wish him well on his
continuing journey and are thankful for
being able to do our small part in his
development and training.
Conor writes:

O

ver the last six months I have
had the honour of being part of
the family of Ferryhill Parish Church.
It has been a privilege to be with the
wonderful people that make up this
very special community. I have learned
new things, met new people, grown
in my abilities, and I leave with even
more hope for the future of our church
than when I started.
Seeing the passion and commitment
of the people of Ferryhill is a testament
to bright and prosperous future that is
there for the taking for the Church of
Scotland.
Ministry training takes many
different forms, various churches
approach the task in their own
distinctive ways. The Church of
Scotland values the potential that
comes from the combination of
academic development and practical
involvement within the life of the

So, as I write this, it is less of a goodbye
and more of a thank you. Thank you to
everyone who has helped me, guided
me, listened to me, made me feel part
of the community, and left me hoping
that whatever comes next, lives up to
the start that this parish has given me.
I am not only leaving Ferryhill, I am
leaving Aberdeen too, read into that
what you will. This is going to be an
exciting new adventure in my life,
and I am looking forward to starting
my second placement somewhere in
Edinburgh Presbytery.
But for now, I ask that you keep me in
your prayers as I continue along this
exciting journey, and I leave you with
the words of the Book of Revelation:
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with
God’s people. Amen.”
Slán go fóill (goodbye for now).

Conor Fegan
Living Well Café

F

ortnightly on Thursday afternoons
Ferryhill Kirk hosts one of four
cafés that are run by the Livingwell
Project across the city to provide a safe
and engaging place for people with
dementia or other memory problems.
For people living with dementia and
carers alike it is a great opportunity
to get out and meet together,
enjoy fun, music and a fly cup with
a fine piece. For more see http://
thelivingwellproject.org.uk/our-cafes.

March Services
Sunday 1 March 2020
First Sunday in Lent
11:00

Worship for all ages
“Temptation of Jesus”
including the Sacrament
of Holy Communion
Sunday Club

19:00

Lent Study Series (South H)
“A Million Dreams”

Wednesday 4 March
11:00

Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home

Friday 6 March
19:00

World Day of Prayer Service
“Rise, Take Your Mat
And Walk”

Sunday 8 March
Second Sunday in Lent
11:00

19:00

Worship for all ages
“Night Visitor”
Sunday Club
Lent Study Series (Ferryhill)
“Come Alive”

Sunday 15 March
Third Sunday in Lent
11:00

19:00

Worship for all ages
“Conversation By The Well”
Sunday Club
Lent Study Series (Ferryhill)
“Rewrite The Stars”

Sunday 22 March
Fourth Sunday in Lent
11:00

19:00

Worship for all ages
“Surely We Are Not Blind?”
Sunday Club
Lent Study Series (South H)
“Never Enough”

Sunday 29 March
Fifth Sunday in Lent
11:00

19:00

Worship for all ages
“Raising Of Lazarus”
Sunday Club
Lent Study Series (Ferryhill)
“From Now On”
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 2020

I

t may be hard to swallow but many
of the people behind our most-loved
food still live in extreme poverty. It is a
scandal that behind the sweet delight
of chocolate lies the bitter taste of
exploitation.
The UK chocolate industry is worth at
least £4 billion each year. And yet the
average cocoa farmer in Côte d’Ivoire
and Ghana, where 60 percent of all
cocoa is grown, makes less than 75p
a day. This is well below the extreme
poverty line of around £1.40 per day.
If this was not enough to cope with,
the climate crisis is already wreaking
havoc on global food production.
Farmers are battling less predictable
seasons, more plant diseases and
weather extremes, leading to a lack
of food. They are suffering, struggling
to harvest crops and working longer
hours, for lower prices.
For women, the situation is even more
unfair. In Côte d’Ivoire, for example,
women carry out more than two
thirds of the labour involved in cocoa
farming. They work in the fields, look
after children, carry water, and help
bring the crop to market. And yet they
often have fewer rights than men, and
often earn less than a quarter of the
money generated.
That is why the Fairtrade Foundation
launched their She Deserves a Living

Income campaign last year. Fairtrade
supporters up and down the land
made the case loud and clear. But to
achieve real change in this bitter-sweet
industry we need to keep speaking up
for cocoa farmers.
The UK public do not want poverty
and exploitation to be part of the price
of their chocolate bars. Shoppers are
asking more questions about where
their products come from, and how
the people involved were treated
and paid, but they are confused by all
the different ‘sustainable’ claims and
ethical messages out there. So, while
around 4 million tonnes of cocoa are
produced each year, Fairtrade cocoa
represents just a fraction of this.
In West Africa, it is just 10 percent.
The reality of life for so many of the
hardworking women behind our cocoa

fails to get the attention it deserves.
CAYAT is a cocoa and coffee farming
co-operative in the South East of Côte
d’Ivoire. The wellbeing of farmers is
at the heart of CAYAT’s vision, and
women’s empowerment is a big part
of that.
CAYAT created a Women’s Society
in 2015 to focus on training women
farmers to play a greater role in the cooperative. The society has since grown
to 413 members – not only women
farmers who are registered members
of the co-operative, but also the wives
of men who belong to CAYAT. The
society aims to help women access
land, and use Fairtrade Premium to
run projects so that more women
can be financially independent, and
contribute to household income and
food security.
The Director General of CAYAT,
Awa Traoré says: “Women are very
important in the development process.
If you want to change the lives of
producers, you have to focus on
women. We’ve built the capacity of the
organisation to support diversification
of income thanks to Fairtrade
Premium. We’d like to thank you for
being on our side.”
Rosine Bekoin, a member of CAYAT
says: “The Fairtrade Premium has
enabled us to do many things,
especially women. It has enabled us to
advance our children, and also we use
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Christian Aid Week Diary

C

hristian Aid Week begins on
Sunday 10 May. This year the
focus will be on the effects of global
warming on the people living in
poverty. Global warming is changing
our planet, but many of the people
Christian Aid works with are already
feeling the effects in many negative
ways. In some countries droughts have
become much more frequent and last
longer than before. One such country
is Kenya, where this year’s Christian Aid
Week story comes from.
In February last year the Kenyan
Government declared a national
drought emergency. Millions of people
are directly affected. Without water
staple crops like maize and beans
wither and die. If people cannot grow
food they cannot earn a living and
they go hungry. Elderly women and
children are especially vulnerable
when they have to walk long distances
to collect water, putting them at risk
of violence on the way. Cows, sheep
and goats become weaker due to the
lack of water, meaning they cannot
produce milk and cannot be sold.
One woman who is experiencing
these changes is Rose. She is 67 and
she cares for her grandchildren. Every
morning, without having breakfast
she sets out on a long, dangerous
journey, taking her six hours, to
collect water. When she returns her

April Services
Wednesday 1 April 2020
11:00 Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home
grandson Charles, back from school,
cooks her porridge, but he knows
she is still hungry. It breaks his heart
to see her like this but he knows she
is determined that he should go to
school. Rose and her community need
to capture and store rain and create a
sustainable source of water.
This Christian Aid Week we have an
opportunity to assist those like Rose
who are struggling to provide for
themselves and their families, and
find the challenge becoming harder
due to climate change. Your gift of
money, time and prayers could help
Christian Aid’s partners to build an
earth dam to provide water for people
like Rose. Our gifts, actions and prayer
are expressions of Christian love and
compassion; of a belief that all life
is equal and precious in the sight of
God. By working together we can help
alleviate the affects of this climate
crisis and give brave, hard-working
women like Rose the chance to thrive.
Christian Aid envelopes will be
available in the church during
Christian Aid Week for your donations.

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT
the Fairtrade Premium to build for the
future.”
To change this story, more people in
the UK need to understand the power
they have as consumers and to choose
Fairtrade every time. We need to show
companies that people in the UK
expect them to go much further to pay
living income prices to farmers – and
Fairtrade is the most trusted way to
show it.
You can read more about the Fairtrade

Fortnight campaign at https://www.
fairtrade.org.uk/en/get-involved/
current-campaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight
Look out for the Fairtrade Mark
when you are shopping and choose
Fairtrade every time. We have a range
of Fairtrade chocolate at the Traidcraft
stall in the church and also in the treats
box in the church coffee shop. Look
out for posters and leaflets about the
campaign during Fairtrade Fortnight.

Friday 3 April
09:30 Easter Service with Ferryhill
Primary School
Palm Sunday 5 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Alternative Way”
12:00 Sacrament of Holy
Communion following
morning worship
15:00 Palm Sunday Walk
Monday 6 – Wednesday 8 April
19:00 Short act of worship
Please see back page
Thursday 9 April
19:00 Maundy Thursday Service
“He Loved Them To The End”
in Ferryhill Church Foyer
includes Lord’s Supper
Friday 10 April
19:00 Good Friday Service
“It Is Finished”
in South Holburn Church
Saturday 11 April
15:00 Holy Saturday Short Service
in Allenvale Cemetery
Easter Sunday 12 April
07:30 Sunrise Service in Duthie
Park followed by breakfast
09:30 Communion Service
11:00 Worship for all ages
“I Have Seen The Lord”
Sunday 19 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Thoughtful One”
Sunday Club
Sunday 26 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Surprised Ones”
Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group
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Scaleys Centenary
W

Grampian Concert Orchestra
“All The Drama Of
Shakespeare”

hen the Fonthill Barracks were
closed and the buildings torn
down to create the existing housing
development it began an association
between Ferryhill Kirk and what is
now the Royal Corps of Signals, the
‘Scaleys’—a nickname from earlier
years and the unfortunate affect on the
skin of leaking lead acid batteries from
the radio sets of the days.

A

nother special evening awaits
lovers of music with the Grampian
Concert Orchestra’s Spring Concert on
Saturday 7 March 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in
Ferryhill Parish Church.
A varied programme is linked together
by their connection to the Bard of
Avon himself, William Shakespeare,
with performances of Niels Gade’s
“Hamlet Overture”, Dvořák’s “Othello
Overture”, Weber’s “Oberon” and many
more items.

When the barracks were due to be
demolished the Kirk Session agreed to
offer a home for the memorial covering
both the First and Second World Wars
of the 51st Highland Division (Signals).
This memorial sits alongside the other
memorials that record the names
of those of both Ferryhill North and
South congregations who lost their
lives in those conflicts, and those of the
Boys Brigade.
Since then, members of the Royal
Signals Association and serving
members of Aberdeen Troop, 2
(Dundee and Highland) Signal
Squadron, have been regular
attendees at each Remembrance
Sunday service, laying wreaths in
remembrance of the fallen.
2020 marks the centenary of the Royal
Corps of Signals, founded in 1920,
and with the task of ensuring good
communication for the armed forces,
installing, operating and maintaining
telecommunications equipment

Tickets will be available on the door.

and information systems to support
operations. In a time of cyber threats
and increasing complexity on an
electronic battlefield, the role of the
‘Scaleys’ is as important as ever.
To recognise that work and in support
of those who have served and
continue to serve in the Royal Corps
of Signals we will be rededicating the
Branch Standard of the Aberdeen
and District Branch Royal Signals
Association as part of the morning
worship on Sunday 15 March 2020.

Grampian Concert Orchestra is a
friendly, high quality, all year, amateur
recording and performing orchestra
based in Aberdeen. It gives a regular
outlet for musicians in the Grampian
area to practise and perform. If you
would like to find out more about
participating with GCO then do have
a look at their website: http://gcoaberdeen.org.uk.

Ferryhill Primary Gala Dinner

F

erryhill Primary Fundraising
Community have organised their
first ever Gala Dinner in aid of school
funds. This will take place on Saturday
27 March at the Aberdeen Altens
Hotel. Tickets cost £45 which includes
a four course dinner and half a bottle
of wine per person. There will be live
music and a disco, games and lots of
fun.
For more information visit the

Ferryhill Primary Fundraising
Community Facebook page.
Tickets are available online
through the booking site
Eventbrite. See the following
link to order yours and
support our local school:
https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/o/ferryhillfundraising-community-28632372373
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Community News Diary
May Services
Sunday 3 May 2020
11:00 Worship for all ages
“The Nurtured Ones”
12:00 Sacrament of Holy
Communion following
morning worship
Wednesday 6 May

Aberdeen Strathspey And
Reel Society Annual Concert

C

ome along and enjoy a great
evening of traditional Scottish
entertainment with Aberdeen
Strathspey and Reel Society at their
annual concert on Saturday 25 April
at 7 p.m. in Ferryhill Kirk. Tickets
cost £5.00 and can be bought at the
door on the night or in advance from
Yvonne Haig.

Gordon Highlanders’
Monument

C

onsiderable landscaping, planting
and fencing work has been carried
out around the Gordon Highlanders’
War Memorial near the Polmuir Road
entrance to Duthie Park.

Sunday 10 May
Christian Aid Week
11:00

18:30

11:00

Worship for all ages
“The Flummoxed Ones”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group
Worship for all ages
“The Loving Ones”
Sunday Club

Sunday 24 May

New AED Unit

11:00

L

Note that Ferryhill Parish Church is also
currently in the process of getting an
AED Unit installed at the church which
will further improve the coverage in
Ferryhill.

Service at Cowdray Club
Care Home

Sunday 17 May

For a small donation to church funds
you can also enjoy tea, coffee and
cakes during the interval.

ast year, the
Friends of
Duthie Park set
up a Just Giving
page to help
raise funds to
purchase an
Automated
External
Defibrillator
for the park. As well as getting
donations from the Just Giving site,
local keep fit group, Rebel PT held a
sponsored Hopathon around the park
on Spacehoppers to help raise funds
for the AED Unit. The Unit is located
just outside the main entrance to the
Duthie Park café.

11:00

18:30

Worship for all ages
“The Praying Ones”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Youth Group

Sunday 31 May
Pentecost
11:00

18:30
The memorial is for those who died in
the 1882 Egyptian Campaign, and the
1884 Sudan Campaign. This is the only
memorial to these campaigns in the
city.
The project was funded by the Gordon
Highlanders Museum, The Friends
of Duthie Park and an anonymous
donation.

Worship for all ages
“The Excited Ones”
Sunday Club
Ferryburn Fellowship
Film & Pizza in the Manse

Hall Bookings
Ferryhill Parish Church has an
extensive suite of rooms and halls
available for booking. Details of the
facilities available can be found on the
church website.
If you would like to enquire about a
hall booking please contact the office
or email our Hall Booking Coordinator:
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Holy Week & Easter Services
Sunday 5 April 2020

Friday 10 April

11 a.m.

Morning Worship on Palm Sunday
“The Alternative Way”, suitable for all ages

7 p.m.

3 p.m.

Palm Sunday Walk
Along Riverside Drive path (starting by
roundabout at Great Southern Road)

Monday 6 April
7 p.m.

Short Act of Worship
“Expressions of Love”
South Holburn Parish Church

Saturday 11 April
3 p.m.

Short Act of Worship
“Children of Light”
Ferryhill Parish Church

Wednesday 8 April
7 p.m.

Short Act of Worship
“Spy Wednesday”
South Holburn Parish Church

Holy Saturday Short Service
Meeting in Allenvale Cemetery

Sunday 12 April
7:30 a.m.

Sunrise Service for Easter Day
Duthie Park
(meet near Polmuir Road entrance)
followed by breakfast in Ferryhill Church Hall

9:30 a.m.

Communion Service
Memorial Chapel, Ferryhill Parish Church

11 a.m.

Morning Worship for Easter Sunday
“I Have Seen The Lord”
Ferryhill Parish Church

Tuesday 7 April
7 p.m.

Good Friday Service
“It Is Finished”
South Holburn Parish Church

Thursday 9 April
7 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service with
Sacrament of Holy Communion
“He Loved Them To The End”
Ferryhill Parish Church Foyer

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Office: Mon, Tues, Fri 9 a.m.–12 noon
Wed, Thurs 12:30–3:30 p.m.
Tel:
01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain
Tel:
01224 588744
Email: editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

