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Minister’s Message

I

t has been almost
a year since our
last issue of Parish
News and a lot has
happened since
then. It does seem
that time is passing
even quicker than
usual at the moment!
Some things are back to a semblance
of normality as we once knew it, but
other aspects of community and
church life are still quite different.
I would like to note how patient
people have been as Ferryhill Kirk has
tried to adapt as safely as possible to
life in pandemic. It has meant some
changes to the building which are
still on going to improve ventilation,
in particular, for the main church hall.
This is affecting regular hall users and
we appreciate their understanding
as we endeavour to fix this issue
in order to ensure clean air. In the
presence of an airborne coronavirus
we are seeking to do what we can
to ensure one another’s safety and
minimise risks.
This issue is full of news and I hope
you find it encouraging and uplifting.
In amongst the many challenges
facing us as a society (locally,
nationally, and globally), there are
still things we can do to make a
difference. From finding out more
about Climate Change and COP26
to getting busy for the Christmas
Fair, from contributing to the
Harvest appeals to support our local
foodbank and families around the
world to enjoying a restful morning
at the Coffee Shop, there is plenty on
offer.
We have been continuing with

worship online throughout the
pandemic and, at the time of writing,
the morning service is also open to
those who wish to worship in-person
too.

as we coped with loneliness, loss,
illness, depression, anxiety and
financial difficulties. But there have
been some unexpectedly happy and
positive times too.

Whatever works for you
and for your situation, we
hope that this provides
options.

Parish News asked
contributors to reflect on
their experiences of the
pandemic and share their
thoughts. How did you
cope with the difficulties,
what surprised you, how
did events impact on your
faith, what did you miss
most, what did you not
miss, how did you pass
the time and what will
be different for you in
the future? Some of the
responses received are scattered
through this issue in the green boxes.
More can be found on the church
website.

Pandemic
Reflections

It was heartwarming to hear
of the number
of people in our
community who
volunteered to
help neighbours
experiencing
problems during
the lockdown.

The last 18 months have
been tumultuous for us
all and we have all experienced the
pandemic and the lockdowns in
different ways. Undoubtedly there
have been some very hard times

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
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CHURCH NEWS

Coffee
Shop
Ferryhill Kirk Coffee Shop

W

e are pleased to say that Coffee
Shop has now re-opened,
operating on both a Saturday and
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon.
There is no need to phone in advance,
just pop in.

Faith, Hope + Climate Change

T

his course invites churches and
very successful Can Appeal for Instant
faith groups from across the UK
Neighbour, the local food bank which
We now have a new menu offering a
to join online together for our planet,
we have supported for many years.
and in our faith. Trinity College
Throughout the pandemic, supporters different Special each Saturday as well
Glasgow is hosting seven evenings,
have continued to bring much needed as our popular bacon rolls, egg rolls
each aiming to equip you
non-perishable foods to our and a variety of other breakfast items
such as porridge with berries. There
with the inspiration to
supermarket trolleys in the
Although I
is also a Vegan menu and a Children’s
approach climate change
church and this has been
missed
my
menu, so something for all the family.
activism within your wider
very much appreciated by
social
life,
I
communities. Each evening,
the charity, but the need is
Bacon/Egg rolls are available along
rediscovered
we will invite you to learn
great and it has increased
with Black pudding or Lorne rolls with
the joy of a daily significantly in the last 18
from high-profile scholars
Coffee/Tea to Takeaway
walk for exercise months.
and speakers, and get
On Wednesdays we are offering a full
involved through three
and for inner
So, we are asking folks
breakfast along with toast and coffee
innovative action tracks,
reflection.
in the lead up to Harvest
or tea. Pancakes with maple syrup and
which will inspire you and
Thanksgiving, which will
butteries will also be available.
support you to take creative
be on 10 October, to bring
and prophetic action in your church
There are also fresh bakery
cans and jars of food—
and community.
items, delicious toffee,
meat and fish, vegetables,
I’d
say
that
I’ve
Fairtrade goodies, beautiful
The course will take place on
fruit, soup, sauces and pet
handmade face masks and
learned
to
be
Wednesday evenings, 7–9 p.m. via
food—to the church on
handmade greetings cards
more patient
Zoom 15 September to 27 October.
Saturday and Wednesday
and meditative. available
Details for participation by our
mornings when the
And of course, The Coffee Shop is a great
Riverside Churches group are now
Coffee Shop is open, on
available. Please contact Peter
I learned huge place to meet up with your
Wednesday evenings
(pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk)
(7–8 p.m.) or on a Sunday
amounts about friends and family for a
for a copy of the Welcome Pack which
morning, particularly on
online platforms! chat and some delicious
contains the Zoom information you
10 October, our Harvest
food. We look forward to
need to join the discussions. We are
Thanksgiving service. Last
welcoming you into the
registered as one church group, but
year we had the target of 1,000 cans
Coffee Shop again. Many thanks to our
can individually join the presentation
and we collected 2,500, so we have set volunteers for making this happen.
and discussion that follows.
that as our new target for this year!
Ahead of COP26 we will have a Climate
Service on Sunday 31 October, 11 a.m.

Harvest 2,500 Can Appeal

D

uring the Autumn, along with the
other churches in the Riverside
area, South Holburn and Ruthrieston
West, we are planning to repeat our

If you prefer, you can give a cash
donation to Instant Neighbour, either
through the church or at
www.instantneighbour.co.uk/
donate/.
You can also donate fresh milk by
scanning the QR code on the poster in
the church foyer.
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Diary
October/November
ALL SERVICES IN-PERSON
AND STREAMED ONLINE

Christian Aid Harvest Appeal Welcome Back!

T

he need is great in our own city,
but equally great in the poorest
communities across the world.
In Malawi, women are struggling in
the face of the climate crisis. Extreme
weather is affecting crops; cyclones
have destroyed homes; floods have
washed away livestock. The climate
crisis is pushing them deeper into
poverty. In the aftermath of the floods,
they have lost nearly everything. Food
is scarce and there is no money to
educate their children.

I

n August the Kirk Session agreed
that, with rigorous Risk Assessment
and scrupulous sanitation measures
in place, we would welcome licenced
users to return to regular activities on
our premises.

Unfortunately, our Large Hall does
not comply with the requirement for
good ventilation and at present we
cannot make that available to users.
We have however been awarded a
substantial grant from the Scottish
Government’s Adapt and Thrive fund
to install a ventilation system in the
But with the support of Christian Aid,
hall to mitigate the lack of natural
women are joining forces to change
ventilation, and this is in the
their lives and overcome
process of being organised.
poverty. Christian Aid has
On my daily
It is disappointing that,
launched a Harvest Appeal
walk around
for a number of reasons,
to help more communities
Ferryhill and the installation is unlikely to be
build a new life full of hope.
River Dee I found completed before the end
This includes women
of the year, but meanwhile
that in those
like the members of the
upsetting times, we are managing to
Makande Women’s Group,
the consistency accommodate several of
a women-led Sustainable
our previous users within
of the beauty
Energy Enterprise (WLSEE).
the spaces we have that can
of the natural
They have united to
be used more safely.
world was
create a sustainable,
comforting ahd Phoenix Theatre, Rainbows
innovative, baobab juicegave me hope, and Guides, Pilates, NCT
making business which is
just like God’s Kids at Ferryhill and Singing
supported by Christian Aid
Hands Choir are back with
through the EU-funded
love.
us already. It is to be hoped
Breaking the Barriers
that Concordia String
programme.
Orchestra and the Writers Circle will
With a gift to Christian Aid, you can
return along with at least one other
help more communities around the
new user.
world to grow, thrive and build new
Thanks are due to Julie Thompson,
lives full of hope, this Harvest and
our Administrator, for doing all the
beyond.
communication required for this task,
We have donation envelopes available and to our cleaners, SCS, and David
at the church (available at the Coffee
Fryer, our Caretaker, for enabling
Shop and on Sunday mornings)
the hygiene and sanitation required
and you can also donate online via
during these challenging times.
Christian Aid’s own website:

www.christianaid.org.uk.

Sunday 3 October 2021
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Envy and Ambition”
includes the Sacrament of
Holy Communion
Sunday 10 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
Harvest Thanksgiving
Remember Can Appeal!
Sunday 17 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Prayer and Praise”
Sunday 24 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Praise the Lord!”
Sunday 31 October
11:00 Worship for all ages
Climate Service ahead of
COP 26
Sunday 7 November
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Pilgrimage”
includes the Sacrament of
Holy Communion
18:30 Remembrance Book Service
A special service for those
who have lost a loved one
which includes a litany of
those whose names have
been added to the
Remembrance Book in 2020
and 2021.
Sunday 14 November
10:50

Worship for all ages
Remembrance Sunday
“Refuge and Remembrance”

Sunday 21 November
11:00

Worship for all ages
“More Heavenly,
Less Earthly”

Sunday 28 November (Advent 1)
11:00

Worship for all ages
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Community Wall-Hangings

O

n 23 March 2020, the UK went into
lockdown due to the Covid-19
pandemic. As a means to keep busy
during that period, one challenge was
to create knitted or crocheted squares
for the purpose of turning them into
blankets to yarnbomb trees around the
Riverside community to provide some
brightness as people took their walks
around the community at that time.
A fantastic effort produced hundreds
of squares which were then sewn
together creating blankets for trees
in Duthie Park and around Ferryhill
and South Holburn Parish Churches.
The vibrant colours, varied textures
and patterns of the squares and the
hearts, butterflies, rainbows and other
adornments on the panels helped to
lift our spirits during a difficult time.
The blankets remained in place over
the summer months and were taken
down in August 2020.
Keen to find a more long-lasting
purpose for everyone’s efforts, it was
decided to make a wall-hanging that
could be enjoyed for years to come.
After careful unpicking of the yarn
blankets, the squares were bundled
into similar colours and patterns
before the design for the wall-hanging
was finalised. Many ideas were
discussed given the volume of wool
available. Our creative gurus Linda
Elder and Jacqueline Adam decided

that there would be enough to make
three wall-hangings to cover the walls
in the Foyer recess. The designs for the
wall-hangings were influenced by the
many rainbows which had been seen
everywhere during the pandemic,
especially those made by children and
displayed in house windows during
the pandemic lockdowns.
One wall-hanging tells the story of
lockdown while another represents
the Church of Scotland’s Aberdeen
Riverside Parish Churches. As with
most designs, the wall-hangings
changed as they were worked on with
additions and alterations happening
up to the last minute.
The final, larger wall-hanging started
as a rainbow forest but gradually
became inhabited by lots of woodland

creatures which it is hoped you will
enjoy finding. The squares have been
adapted, cut up and felted into new
shapes and many of the adornments
have been incorporated into the
panels. A few of the Easter daffodils,
made for April 2021, have also been
added to the large wall-hanging.
Thank you to Linda and Jacqueline for
the many, many hours they have put
into these pieces of art, to all of you
who knitted panels that have found
their way into these beautiful wallhangings, and to Fiona and Nigel Firth
for much practical assistance.
You can view the wall-hangings when
the Coffee Shop is open or come
and join us for worship on a Sunday
morning and admire them before
entering the sanctuary.
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CHRISTMAS PLANS! Diary
Virtual Christmas Fair

D

ue to the Large Church Hall not
yet being COVID compliant, we
have decided to hold our Christmas
Fair online again this year. Despite
missing out on the fellowship, festive
atmosphere and home baking, last
year’s Virtual Christmas Fair was a great
success.

Advent/Christmas Charities

E

ach year a local and an International
Charity are chosen for Advent/
Christmas. The special collections
in church this Christmas will go to
support these charities. These will
be taken at the Christingle and
Watchnight services. You can also
donate directly to either or both of the
charities.

Scores of generous volunteers made
Christmas gifts and donated Christmas The Living Well Project
goods which were photographed,
This charity aims to improve the
displayed and sold on the church
physical, emotional and social
website to raise funds for
wellbeing for those who are
the church. Orders were
I learned to be socially isolated and also for
dealt with in the order they
those living with dementia
thankful for
were received so some
companionship and their carers. The cafes
items disappeared off
have operated successfully
at home,
the website very quickly.
in four Church of Scotland
Purchases were then picked
electronic
churches Oldmachar,
up and paid for from the
communication Newhills, High Hilton and
church the following week. with loved ones,
here in Ferryhill. They have
my
garden,
good
All donated Christmas crafts
provided a safe, welcoming
neighbours, our environment, a place of
and gifts would be very
welcome. Last year we had
fun, entertainment and
NHS, friendly
a wonderful range of crafts,
information about other
Postman,
Christmas decorations,
services for those with
helpful local
home made mincemeat,
pharmacist and dementia and/or memory
jams and chutneys and
refuse collectors loss.
fudge, tablet and toffee of
who worked on Rehoboth
various flavours.
regardless.
Rehoboth cares for and
Due to the time between
supports the needs of
ordering and collecting,
children and young people
unfortunately we cannot accept fresh
in the Philippines. The charity was set
home baking but small Christmas
up in 1981 by Connie Andrews (from
cakes proved very popular last year
Aberdeen) and her husband Vernon
and ran out very quickly. If you are
who established in partnership with
able to make or donate some goods,
Pastor Juanito Luzano and his wife
please drop them off at the church on
Ledobina, the first house parents.
a Wednesday (9:30 a.m. to 12 noon or 7
Since then Rehoboth Children’s
to 8 p.m.).
Home has provided residential care
So, for your 2021 Christmas shopping,
to children who have been orphaned,
go to the church website on Saturday
abandoned, neglected and who are at
27 November and browse through our risk in the community. The Residential
wonderful selection of exciting gifts.
Accommodation for children is in
Santa Maria in The Philippines. They
Remember, first come, first served!
also support the children through
the Rehoboth Educational Assistance
Programme (REAP).
rehobothchildrenshomes.org

December Services
ALL SERVICES IN-PERSON
AND STREAMED ONLINE ANY
CHANGES WILL BE ANNOUNCED
ON WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK
Sunday 5 December (Advent 2)
11:00

Worship for all ages
includes the Sacrament
of Holy Communion

Sunday 12 December (Advent 3)
11:00

Worship for all ages

Sunday 19 December (Advent 4)
11:00

Worship for all ages

Friday 24 December
18:30 Christingle Service
Packs for making
Christingles may be available
to pick up in the morning
if worship is primarily online
at this time (please check
website for up-to-date
information at this time)
23:30 Watchnight Service
Saturday 25 December
10:00 Family Christmas Day
Worship
Sunday 26 December
11:00

Lessons and Carols Service
First Sunday of Christmas
Boxing Day
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TRAIDCRAFT & CLIMATE CHANGE
T

he climate crisis will rightly made
eco-systems for generations, know
headlines this autumn as World
exactly why the climate crisis really is
Leaders gather in Glasgow for the
a crisis.
COP26 Conference. A sobering new
With support from organisations like
IPCC report states that, without doubt,
Traidcraft Exchange, many Fairtrade
serious human-caused climate change
farmers and workers are already
is happening now. But for the farmers
working on sustainable solutions, from
and workers behind our
tree planting initiatives to
Fairtrade favourite tea,
protect against flooding to
Lockdown
coffee and chocolate, this is
encouraged me innovative and eco-friendly
not news.
farming techniques.
to explore the
Farmers like Anthuman
local area, made Throughout the pandemic,
(pictured) and his family
Traidcraft has continued
me feel guilty
from Tanzania see the
for the suffering to support producers
reality of climate change
to find markets in the
of others and
around them. They have
UK and we at Ferryhill
grateful for the have continued to sell
seen none of the benefits
of Western industrial
natural world. Traidcraft products. There
development, which has
It also made me are catalogues available
fuelled climate change. But long to see loved
in the church, which you
they don’t need to debate
ones.
can collect on Sundays, at
whether climate change is
Instant Neighbour times or
real. They see it every year,
at the Coffee Shop. There is
destroying their homes,
also a Traidcraft Treat Box with a small
their crops and their livelihoods.
selection of sweets and chocolate for
This is why we need to listen to the
you to buy. We hope to have our main
expertise of farmers and workers. They Traidcraft stall up and running soon.
are living with the reality of the climate Please have a look at the catalogue
crisis every day. These communities,
and email orders to Shelagh Bain at
who have often looked after their local shebain@hotmail.co.uk.

As usual, you will pay no postage and
your order can be delivered to you if
required.

Oil: Beauty And Horror

M

any of you will know that
Ferryhill Kirk contains
one of the memorials in the
city to the tragic Piper Alpha
disaster that took the lives of
167 people. This is in the form
of a beautiful stained glass
window designed and created
by Jennifer-Jane Bayliss.
A few years ago we were
approached by one of the
curators of an exhibition titled
“Oil: Beauty and Horror in the
Petrol Age”. After much delay
the exhibit is now open in the
Kunstmuseum in Wofsburg,
Germany. The exhibition

includes a representation of the
Piper Alpha Memorial Window.
The exhibition is
open until 9 January
2022.

distance of a hypothetical future, we
ask what was typical of our time, what
was great and beautiful,
The pandemic what was ugly and terrible,
has reaffirmed and how all this is reflected
in art and culture.”

that life is
The curators write:
unpredictable, This is all taking place in
“The exhibition Oil.
Wolfsburg, the home of
and that we
Beauty and Horror
Volkswagen, and thus, like
should give
in the Petrol Age
Aberdeen, a city which
thanks every
takes a speculative,
has been profoundly
poetic look back
day, and live it to
shaped by the petrol age.
at the presence
the full.
It is humbling to know that
of the modern
amongst all the pieces of
age of petroleum,
art on display in Wolfsburg
which has lasted for roughly
will be a rendition of the Piper Alpha
one hundred years. From the
Memorial Window.
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Riverside Parish
Grouping
T

he Church of Scotland is in a major
period of reform and change at the
current time. Regionally that is going
to mean the creation of one large
new Presbytery for the North East
and Northern Isles, bringing together
six current Presbyteries. This union of
Presbyteries is due to take place next
year with the new Presbytery formed
for the start of 2023.

learned at night
school more
than twenty
years ago so
that I could read
the libretto
of Wagner’s
Ring Cycle as I
listened to the
operas.

In the meantime we
are already working
together on a number of
things including provision of school
chaplaincy and occasional shared

January Services
ALL SERVICES IN-PERSON
AND STREAMED ONLINE
ANY CHANGES WILL BE
ANNOUNCED ON WEBSITE AND
FACEBOOK
Sunday 2 January 2022
11:00 Worship for all ages
Second Sunday of Christmas
including the Sacrament
of Holy Communion

Locally there are also big changes
being prepared for which have been
communicated in previous issues
of Parish News. One of the steps in
worship services. Families from the
that journey is the formation of a
three congregations gathered to pick
Parish Grouping for the Riverside area
litter in August along Aberdeen Beach,
comprising Ferryhill, Ruthrieston West
and representatives from the different
and South Holburn Parish Churches. A
social/fellowship groups in each
Parish Grouping is a formal
congregation organised an
agreement for churches in
outdoor Garden Party at the
an area to work together on Using Duolingo start of September. Look
agreed areas of cooperative
to recover the out for more such events
work.
German I first
and the opportunities
Representatives of all three
congregations have been
working on creating a Basis
of Parish Grouping and it
is hoped that this will be
coming to each Kirk Session
and then congregation
for agreement in the near
future.

Diary

Sunday 9 January
11:00 Worship for all ages
Baptism of the Lord
Sunday 16 January
11:00 Worship for all ages
Sunday 23 January
11:00 Worship for all ages
Sunday 30 January
11:00 Worship for all ages

they bring for us to get to
know each other across the
Riverside area.

The Presbytery, under
instruction from the
General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, is busy
working on a new plan
for the city and Shetland
which will involve further
consolidation and some
imaginative visioning of
the church’s future shape across the
Presbytery.

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD
Church Office
Mon, Tue & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed & Thur 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain
01224 588744
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 414747
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

FIVE MARKS OF MISSION
T

he Church of Scotland has agreed
to utilise what are called the
“Five Marks of Mission” as guiding
principles for prioritising the work of
the national Church, Presbyteries and
local congregations. They are expected
to help shape the formation of Parish
Groupings (see previous page) too.
The Five Marks of Mission can be
stated as:
The mission of the Church is the
mission of Christ...
1. to proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom;
2. to teach, baptise and nurture new
believers;
3. to respond to human need by loving
service,

4. to transform unjust structures of
breadth, and help to focus the church
society, to challenge
on what an active and
violence of every kind
healthy church should be
Thank
God
and pursue peace and
concerned about. No one
for knitting:
reconciliation; and
element is more important
squares for
than the other, they all
5. to strive to safeguard
yarnbombing, work together, like different
the integrity of creation,
Christmas
crafts, facets of a single jewel.
and sustain and renew
baby jackets
the life of the earth.
Please do take time to
for the many
ponder these five aspects
These originated from the
grandchildren of the mission of God.
Anglican Communion,
of friends born And pray for the Church,
have gone through some
in lockdown. It nationally and locally,
revision over the years,
kept me sane in as we seek with wisdom
and have been adopted
the dark winter to turn these words into
ecumenically by many.
good practice, utilising our
nights.
No single set of words to
resources well to create
encompass a mission are
vibrant examples of God’s
perfect, but the Five Marks
presence in our world today.
do hold together well, offer great

Remembering...
E

ach year around the time of All
church sanctuary.
Saints day we usually hold a special
While the church is not open every day
evening service that is
as would normally be the
particularly focussed on
I would have at case, if you would like to
remembering people who
make special arrangements
the top of my
have died over the previous
to view the Remembrance
year (or more). This service list, the kindness
Book then please do
did not happen in 2020, but and care shown
contact the Church Office.
we are planning to hold it
to me, and to
This year’s Remembrance
in 2021.
the less able,
Book Service will take place
by folk in the
During the service we also
on Sunday 7 November at
read out the names of all
congregation. 6:30 p.m. both in-person
those people who have
and live-streamed.
been added to the Book of
This service is always a meaningful
Remembrance.
and helpful time to remember, to give
This book is always on display in the
thanks, and to hold both our grief and

our mutual support of each other at
times of loss together. This year, as we
remember the toll of the pandemic,
will be particularly poignant.

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

